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File #: ID 14-0561 Version: 1 Name:

Type: Closed Session Report

File created: 9/10/2014 In control: City Council
On agenda: 9/16/2014 Final action:

Title: Consultation with Attorneys - Under Texas Government Code, Section 551.071.

Consult with and provide direction to City’s attorneys regarding legal issues and strategies associated
with Gas Well Ordinance regulation of gas well drilling and production within the City Limits and the
extraterritorial jurisdiction, including: Constitutional limitations, statutory limitations upon municipal
regulatory authority; statutory preemption and vested rights; impacts of federal and state law and
regulations; impacts of gas well drilling upon protected uses and vice-versa; moratorium on drilling
and production; other concerns about municipal regulatory authority or matters relating to
enforcement of the Gas Well Ordinance; settlement matters concerning gas well drilling in the City;
surface development issues involving surface and mineral estates; and legal matters associated with
a citizen’s initiative regarding hydraulic fracturing where a public discussion of these legal matters
would conflict with the duty of the City’s attorneys under the Texas Disciplinary Rules of Professional
Conduct of the State Bar of Texas.
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SUBJECT

Consultation with Attorneys - Under Texas Government Code, Section 551.071.

Consult with and provide direction to City’s attorneys regarding legal issues and strategies associated with Gas
Well Ordinance regulation of gas well drilling and production within the City Limits and the extraterritorial
jurisdiction, including: Constitutional limitations, statutory limitations upon municipal regulatory authority;
statutory preemption and vested rights; impacts of federal and state law and regulations; impacts of gas well
drilling upon protected uses and vice-versa; moratorium on drilling and production; other concerns about
municipal regulatory authority or matters relating to enforcement of the Gas Well Ordinance; settlement matters
concerning gas well drilling in the City; surface development issues involving surface and mineral estates; and
legal matters associated with a citizen’s initiative regarding hydraulic fracturing where a public discussion of
these legal matters would conflict with the duty of the City’s attorneys under the Texas Disciplinary Rules of
Professional Conduct of the State Bar of Texas.
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