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Denton, Texas 76201
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Public Art Committee

Civic Center Community Room4:00 PMThursday, June 6, 2024

After determining that a quorum is present, the Public Art Committee of the City of Denton, Texas will 
convene in a Regular Meeting on Thursday, June 6, 2024, at 4:00 p.m. in the Civic Center Community 
Room at 321 E. McKinney Street, Denton, Texas, at which the following items will be considered:

1.  PRESENTATION FROM MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC

This section of the agenda permits a person to make comments regarding public business on items not 
listed on the agenda.  This is limited to two speakers per meeting with each speaker allowed a 
maximum of four (4) minutes.  Such person(s) shall have filed a "Blue Card" requesting to speak during 
this period prior to the calling of this agenda item.

2.  ITEMS FOR CONSIDERATION

Consider approval of the minutes of February 1, 2024.PAC24-005A.

Exhibit 1- February 1, 2024 MinutesAttachments:

Receive a report, hold a discussion, and give input to staff regarding proposed 

changes to the Public Art Policy (Art in Public Places) and its temporary art 

addendum (Temporary Art in Public Places).

PAC24-003B.

Exhibit 1- Agenda Information Sheet

Exhibit 2- Draft (unsigned) Resolution

Exhibit 3- Art in Public Places Policy

Attachments:

Receive a report, hold a discussion, and give staff direction regarding the Original 

Denton District's support for Denton’s Day of the Dead Festival’s application for a 

$67,168 grant from the Texas Commission on the Arts (TCA) Arts Respond - 

Cultural District Project grant program.

PAC24-010C.

Exhibit 1- Agenda Information Sheet

Exhibit 2 - Letter of Request

Exhibit 3- Denton's Day of the Dead Festival, HOT Fund Breakdown, FY22-23

Exhibit 4- Draft Letter of Support

Attachments:

Receive a report, hold a discussion, and give staff direction regarding the Original 

Denton District's support for the Greater Denton Arts Council’s application for a 

$12,000 grant from the Texas Commission on the Arts (TCA) Arts Respond - 

Cultural District Project grant program.

PAC24-011D.
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Exhibit 1- Agenda Information Sheet

Exhibit 2- Letter of Request

Exhibit 3- GDAC TCA Closeout Report FY22-23

Exhibit 4- Draft Letter of Support

Attachments:

Receive a report, hold a discussion, and give staff direction regarding the Original 

Denton District's support for the Tejas Storytelling Association’s application for a 

$7,000 grant from the Texas Commission on the Arts (TCA) Arts Respond - 

Cultural District Project grant program.

PAC24-012E.

Exhibit 1- Agenda Information Sheet

Exhibit 2- Letter of Request

Exhibit 3- TSA Closeout Report FY 22-23

Exhibit 4- Draft Letter of Support

Attachments:

Receive a report, hold a discussion, and give staff direction regarding the Original 

Denton District's support for Theatre Denton’s application for a $18,000.00 grant 

from the Texas Commission on the Arts (TCA) Arts Respond - Cultural District 

Project grant program.

PAC24-013F.

Exhibit 1- Agenda Information Sheet

Exhibit 2- Letter of Request

Exhibit 3- Theatre Denton Closeout Report FY22-23

Exhibit 4 - Draft Letter of Support

Attachments:

Receive a report, hold a discussion, and give staff direction regarding the Original 

Denton District's support for Texas Filmmakers Corporation’s application for a 

$20,000.00 grant from the Texas Commission on the Arts (TCA) Arts Respond - 

Cultural District Project grant program.

PAC24-014G.

Exhibit 1- Agenda Information Sheet

Exhibit 2- Letter of Request

Exhibit 3- Texas Filmmakers Closeout Report FY22-23

Exhibit 4- Draft Letter of Support

Attachments:

Receive a report, hold a discussion, and give staff direction regarding the Original 

Denton District's support for the Denton Festival Foundation’s application for a 

$15,000 grant from the Texas Commission on the Arts (TCA) Arts Respond - 

Cultural District Project grant program.

PAC24-015H.

Exhibit 1- Agenda Information Sheet

Exhibit 2- Letter of Request

Exhibit 3- Denton Festival Foundation Closeout Report FY22-23

Exhibit 4- Draft Letter of Support

Attachments:

Receive a report, hold a discussion, and give input to staff regarding the status of the 

following Public Art Committee projects: 

1. Original Denton District (ODD)    

a. Traffic Box Wraps  

PAC24-016I.
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2. “Serve” Sculpture  

a. Certificate of Substantial Completion 

b. Minor remaining fixes 

3. Continuing projects 

a. Sycamore Street Mural 

b. S. Bonnie Brae Sculpture 

4. Art Maintenance and Repair 

a. Dallas Drive Murals 

5. Encounters with Art Status 

6. Future Projects 

a. Sound sensitive lighting  

b. Future Bond Projects

Exhibit 1 - Agenda Information Sheet

Exhibit 2 - Presentation

Exhibit 3- Landry Box Wrap

Exhibit 4- Barnum Installation Photos

Attachments:

Receive a report, hold a discussion, and give input to staff regarding the proposed 

installation of a Jude Landry mural at the Development Services Building (401 N. 

Elm St.).

PAC24-017J.

Exhibit 1- Agenda Information Sheet (Jude Landry Mural

Exhibit 2- Development Services Facade

Exhibit 3- Jude Landry Mural Design

Attachments:

3.  CONCLUDING ITEMS

A.  Under Section 551.042 of the Texas Open Meetings Act, respond to inquiries from the Public Art 
Committee or the public with specific factual information or recitation of policy, or accept a proposal to 
place the matter on the agenda for an upcoming meeting  AND  Under Section 551.0415 of the Texas 
Open Meetings Act, provide reports about items of community interest regarding which no action will 
be taken, to include: expressions of thanks, congratulations, or condolence; information regarding 
holiday schedules; an honorary or salutary recognition of a public official, public employee, or other 
citizen; a reminder about an upcoming event organized or sponsored by the governing body; 
information regarding a social, ceremonial, or community event organized or sponsored by an entity 
other than the governing body that was attended or is scheduled to be attended by a member of the 
governing body or an official or employee of the municipality; or an announcement involving an 
imminent threat to the public health and safety of people in the municipality that has arisen after the 
posting of the agenda.

NOTE:  The Public Art Committee reserves the right to adjourn into a Closed Meeting on any item on 
its Open Meeting agenda consistent with Chapter 551 of the Texas Government Code, as amended, or 
as otherwise allowed by law.

C E R T I F I C A T E

I certify that the above notice of meeting was posted on the official website 
(https://tx-denton.civicplus.com/242/Public-Meetings-Agendas) and bulletin board at City Hall, 215 E. 
McKinney Street, Denton, Texas, on May 31, 2024, in advance of the 72-hour posting deadline, as 
applicable, and in accordance with Chapter 551 of the Texas Government Code.
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____________________________________
OFFICE OF THE CITY SECRETARY

NOTE:  THE CITY OF DENTON'S DESIGNATED PUBLIC MEETING FACILITIES ARE 
ACCESSIBLE IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES ACT.  THE 
CITY WILL PROVIDE ACCOMMODATION, SUCH AS SIGN LANGUAGE INTERPRETERS FOR 
THE HEARING IMPAIRED, IF REQUESTED AT LEAST 48 HOURS IN ADVANCE OF THE 
SCHEDULED MEETING. PLEASE CALL THE CITY SECRETARY'S OFFICE AT 940-349-8309 
OR USE TELECOMMUNICATIONS DEVICES FOR THE DEAF (TDD) BY CALLING 
1-800-RELAY-TX SO THAT REASONABLE ACCOMMODATION CAN BE ARRANGED.

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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AGENDA CAPTION
Consider approval of the minutes of February 1, 2024.
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City of Denton Parks, Public Art Committee 
Minutes 

February 1, 2024 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 
After determining that a quorum of the City of Denton, Texas, Public Art Committee was present, 
the Committee convened in a Regular Meeting on Thursday, February 1, 2024, at 4:00 p.m. in the 
Civic Center Community Room at 321 E. McKinney Street, Denton, Texas. 
 

Present: Chair Monet Franklin, Vice-Chair Joey Liechty, and Members Adam Chamberlain, 
Leigh Johnson, Valois Vera, Jennifer Lane, and Connor Bradford 
 

Absent: Member Francesca Romano 
 

1. PRESENTATIONS FROM MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC 

• None 
 

2. ITEMS FOR CONSIDERATION 
 

A. PAC24-001: Consider approval of the minutes of December 7, 2024. 
 

Member Johnson moved to adopt the item as presented; Vice-Chair Liechty seconded. Motion 
carried. 

 

AYES (9): Chair Franklin, and Vice Chair Liechty, and Members Chamberlain, Nichelson, 
Johnson, Vera, Lane, and Bradford 
NAYS (0): None 
ABSENT (1):  Member Romano 

 

B.  PAC24-002: Receive a report and hold a discussion on the 2023 Park Bond projects, including 
those vertical construction projects that have an integrated public art component. 

 

The item was presented, and discussion followed.   
  
Following discussion, staff was provided no direction. 

 

C. PAC24-004: Receive a report, hold a discussion, and give input to staff regarding the status of 
the following Public Art Committee projects:  

1. Original Denton District (ODD)  
a. Traffic Box Wraps  

2. “Serve” Sculpture  
a. Certificate of Substantial Completion  
b. Minor remaining fixes  

3. Upcoming projects  
a. Sycamore Street Mural  
b. S. Bonnie Brae Sculpture  

4. Art Maintenance and Repair  
a. Dallas Drive Murals  

5. Developing Encounters with Art Spring Events  
6. Future Projects  

a. Future Bond Projects  
b. Chairy Orchard 
 

The item was presented, and discussion followed.   
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Following discussion, staff was provided no direction. 
 
3. CONCLUDING ITEMS  

• Update GIS Story map 
 

With no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 4:21p.m. 

 
 
 
______________________________ 
MONET FRANKLIN 
MEMBER 
CITY OF DENTON, TEXAS 
 

________________________________ 
ROBIN HILL 
ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT 
CITY OF DENTON, TEXAS  

 
 
MINUTES APPROVED ON: ______________________________________ 
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City of Denton 
 
 
 

___________________________________________________________________________________  
AGENDA INFORMATION SHEET 

 
DEPARTMENT: Parks and Recreation  
 
ACM:   Christine Taylor, Assistant City Manager  
 
DATE:  April 4, 2024 
 
SUBJECT 
Receive a report, hold a discussion, and give input to staff regarding proposed changes to the Public Art 
Policy (Art in Public Places) and its temporary art addendum (Temporary Art in Public Places).  
 
BACKGROUND 
The City of Denton’s existing Public Art Policy was adopted in 2013 and needs revision. The attached draft 
policy augments areas in the following areas where the existing policy lacked detail and depth:  
 

a. Art Commissioning Process 
b. Art Deaccessioning  
c. Asset Management 
d. Temporary Art Policy 

 
RECOMMENDATION  
Provide staff guidance and direction on the public art policy and resolution drafts provided for discussion 
and consideration.  
 
ESTIMATED SCHEDULE OF PROJECT  
Once the changes are approved by PAC, the policy will go to the Park Board and then City Council for 
consideration, along with a finalized resolution. It is anticipated that this policy will take 1-2 additional 
months.  
 
OPERATIONAL IMPACT  
The new policies will circumscribe how the public art program functions. Operationally, these policies 
should clarify and streamline processes.  
 
FISCAL INFORMATION 
The adoption of new public art policies should not have a significant fiscal effect, apart from the allocation 
of additional funds toward Temporary Art in Public Places. But this additional cost should be absorbable 
within the City’s annual public art Hotel Occupancy Tax (HOT) fund allocation.   
 
EXHIBITS 
Exhibit 1- Agenda Information Sheet 
Exhibit 2- Draft (unsigned) Resolution 
Exhibit 3- Art in Public Places Policy 

Respectfully submitted: 
Gary Packan, Director Parks and Recreation 

Prepared by: 

 

City Hall 
215 E. McKinney Street 

Denton, Texas 
www.cityofdenton.com 
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Omar Siddiqi, Mgmt. Analyst, Parks and Recreation 
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RESOLUTION NO _________ 

A RESOLUTION REPEALING RESOLUTION NO. 2013-021 WHICH ESTABLISHED A 
REVISED PUBLIC ART POLICY FOR THE CITY OF DENTON; ESTABLISHING AN 

UPDATED AND REVISED PUBLIC ART POLICY FOR THE CITY OF DENTON, TEXAS; 
AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE. 

 WHEREAS, the City of Denton established a Public Art Policy in April 2006, that was 
subsequently updated in 2013; and 

 WHEREAS, the City Council wishes to sustain the City’s ongoing support for and 
commitment to the role of art in the community; and 

 WHEREAS, the City Council wants to revise the existing public art policy to provide 
more detailed rules and guidelines regarding art commissioning, art inventory asset management, 
and the leasing of temporary art; and 

 WHEREAS, the revised policy sustains the role of the Public Art Committee as an 
advisory board to the City Council; and 

 WHEREAS, the City Council finds it is in the public interest to repeal Resolution No. 
R2013-021 which approved the revised Public Art Policy; NOW, THEREFORE;  

THE CITY COUNICL OF THE CITY OF DENTON HEREBY RESOLVES: 

 SECTION 1.  Resolution No. R2013-021 is hereby repealed.  

 SECTION 2.   The revised City of Denton, Public Art Policy, attached hereto, is hereby 
adopted and approved 

 SECTION 3. The resolution shall become effective upon its passage and approval. 

 PASSED  AND APPROVED this _____________ day of _____________, 2024 

 
_________________________________ 
 GERARD HUSPETH, MAYOR 

ATTEST:  
JESSE SALAZAR, CITY SECRETARY 
 

BY: _______________________________ 

  
APPROVED AS TO LEGAL FORM:  
MACK REINWAND, CITY ATTORNEY 
 
BY: ________________________________ 
 

R2024-??? 
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CITY OF DENTON  
ART IN PUBLIC PLACES POLICY – PROPOSED REVISIONS NOVEMBER 2023 
DRAFT 

City of Denton  
Public Art Policy 

 
SEC. 1 - GENERAL POLICY STATEMENT 

It is the policy of the City of Denton (“the City” or “City”) to commission, display, maintain, and manage, 
as a form of government speech, the City’s public art inventory consistent with the policy guidelines and 
administrative procedures outlined within this policy.  

SEC 2 - PURPOSE  
 
The Public Art Policy provides guidance for the administration, maintenance, and growth of the City’s 
Public Art collection. This policy concerns permanent, temporary, and ephemeral art; the management of 
all three within the City’s public art inventory; as well as re-siting and deaccessioning of art within the 
City’s public art inventory.  
 
The City’s Public Art Policy confirms the commitment of City staff and Denton residents to support Public 
Art as it:  
 

• Sustains and promotes the City’s unique, creative identity and its diverse cultural and 
artistic heritage  

• Creates distinctive, attractive, and inviting public spaces by integrating public art within 
carefully considered and designed public spaces and new development 

• Maintains and enhances Denton’s reputation as an arts and culture destination and an 
arts-friendly community by involving local artist in public art projects, when possible 

• Fosters community education in, and appreciation of, a variety of art forms 
• Promotes a community environment that attracts artists to live and work in Denton, and 

situates public art works as tourism-attracting community assets that have both economic 
and aesthetic value 

• Encourages productive collaborations between arts organizations and among artists to 
maintain and enhance Denton’s rich cultural reputation 

 
SEC 3 – SCOPE  
 
This policy defines the administrative procedures surrounding the management and maintenance of all 
works of art that are commissioned and acquired by, or donated to the City, for any timeframe, that 
additionally meet the following criteria:  
 

• The artwork is developed or acquired using City funds or in an agreement whereby 
ownership, management, and maintenance responsibilities belong to the City.  

Formatted: Justified
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• The artwork is located on City of Denton property within a park, facility, facility grounds, 
median, or other City-owned property or right-of-way.      

• The artwork is continually accessible to the public.  
 
SEC. 4 – LIMITATIONS 

This policy does not extend to:  
 

1. Temporary exhibits of artworks owned by other individuals or institutions that are temporarily 
hosted within city-owned spaces that were not loaned subject to the city’s Temporary Art in Public 
Places Policy.   

2. The temporary exhibition of artworks in city-owned property whose exhibition is managed by 
external organizations (e.g. the Greater Denton Arts Council).   

3. Exhibitions and programming in city-owned facilities that are not under the aegis of the public art 
program, but are instead displayed at the discretion of the facility operator.   

 
SEC. 5 – DEFINITIONS 
 

Artist: A creator whose professional praxis results in the creation of works of aesthetic merit in 
visual media, performance art, music, or temporary and ephemeral art. An artist is regarded as a 
professional of significant skill by their peers.  
 
Artwork: A consciously-designed object, performance, musical piece, or temporary/ephemeral 
element created by one or more artists that has a considerable aesthetic element 
nothwithstanding other intellectual commitments. Types of artworks include: paintings, 
sculpture, photograph, mural, musical piece, performance. For the purposes of this policy 
artworks are original works or works within a very limited edition of 50 or fewer copies. 
Additionally, artworks can be designed to be permanently part of the City’s art inventory, or 
temporarily loaned by the artist. Ephemeral artworks are those that are not intended to exist 
much beyond their original performance or installation.  
 
Bond Project: For the purposes of this policy, specifically defines a public art project that is 
connected to a vertical construction project supported by bond funds from a voter-approved 
bond proposition.  
 
Deaccessioning: The process by which an item in the City’s Public Art Inventory is permanently 
removed either by sale, return to artist, donation, or destruction. Deaccession requires removal 
of the artwork from its public location, removal of the item from the asset management inventory 
and maintenance schedule, and the archiving of any related documentation into the City’s 
deaccession files.  
 
Donated Art: An art work that has been provided at no cost to the City of Denton by an 
organization or individual, and which the Public Art Committee and City Council have decided to 
accept and enter into the public art inventory.  
 

Formatted: Space After:  8 pt
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Loan: A loan is an agreement entered into by an owner of a particular artwork to have that 
artwork displayed in public on City of Denton property. Administration of loaned art is governed 
by the Temporary Art in Public Places policy.  
 
Public Art: Artwork that is owned by the City, and acquired by purchase, paid commission, or 
donation; or artwork that is temporary loaned to the city by an artist or owner of a particular 
piece of art, and is displayed on or in City-owned property such a park, facility, or right-of-way. 
Public art also includes temporary and ephemeral works of art that are commissioned by, or 
donated to the City, and performed in City’s public places.  
 
Public Art Committee:  An advisory committee composed of nine members, all of whom are 
officially appointed by the City Council. Seven members of the committee are nominated by the 
Council, while two members are nominated by the executive director of the Greater Denton Arts 
Council (GDAC).  The Public Art Committee also has two ex-officio members: the executive 
director of GDAC and a designated City of Denton staff member, currently the Direct of Parks and 
Recreation.  
 
Public Art Inventory: The complete collection of extant art work that is owned by the city, whether 
or not it is actively displayed in public on or in City property.  
 
Public Place: A public place means a City-owned property that is freely accessible to and available 
for use by the general public during operating hours.  

 
 
SEC. 6 – POLICY ADMINISTRATION AND RESPONSIBILITIES 

1. Administration of the City’s Public Art Policy will be overseen by a Public Art Committee of 
nine members, appointed by the City Council. This committee will consist of:  

a. Seven members nominated and appointed by the City Council 
b. Two members nominated by the Executive Director of the Greater Denton Arts 

Council (GDAC).  
c. The Public Art Committee will have the responsibility of making recommendations to 

City Council on the following:  
i. The commissioning, placement, and installation of new works of art.  

ii. Appraising City staff of possible external funding opportunities and engaging 
in fundraising for the City’s public art program in conjunction with the Denton 
Parks Foundation.  

iii. Asset management within the City’s public art inventory including 
accessioning, deaccessioning, and artwork maintenance. 

iv. Oversight of all city programs related to public artany other art-related issues 
Council assigns to the committee.  

d. A designated City staffThe Director of Parks and Recreation member and the 
Executive Director of the Greater Denton Arts Council (GDAC) will both serve as ex-
officio members of the Public Art Committee. 

2. A designated member of City staff will serve as an administrator to the Public Art Committee 
and the Public Art Program, generally.  

Formatted: Justified

Commented [AB1]: Maybe take this out  

Commented [AB2]: Do we have a list as of now? Do we 
want to ad language that mimics the originating ordinance? 
Do we ant to say and any other Art related issues Council 
assigns to the Committee.  
 
A: We don’t really have a list, I think I had intended for this 
line to be something of a catch-all for other art-related 
oversight that I had not specifically enumerated earlier. I 
changed this to add the language you suggested. 
Historically, it’s not as if the PAC has had sway over every 
single art piece installed by the City. For example, 
departments often have commissioned murals for their 
offices or facilities of their own accord and informed PAC of 
the outcomes later.  
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 Sec. 7 – Community Involvement 
The City Council seeks to ensure citizen involvement through the establishment of the Public Art 
Committee and the review and approval of each public art project. In addition, the Public Art 
Committee will work with the GDAC and local educational institutions to educate and inform 
citizens about projects and the process for involvement. Additionally, all Denton residents are 
invited to attend any public art committee meeting and are given the opportunity to speak to the 
board directly, if they wish to do so.  
 
SEC. 8 – SOURCES OF FUNDING; USES OF FUNDING 

Funding for public art should be realized from both public and private sources to insure a broad 
and balanced program.  

1. Local Public Funding Sources 
a. Hotel Occupancy Tax (HOT) Funds: Annually, at least 2.4% of total Hotel Occupancy Tax 

(HOT) revenues will be allocated to public art projects as allowed under Texas Tax Code 
351.103 (c).  This section of Texas Tax Code allows cities to apply a maximum of 15% of 
total HOT tax receipts to Public Art. The current allocation, at 2.4% of total HOT receipts 
annually, represents only 16% of total funds that could legally be allocated to public art 
according to 351.103 (c).  

b. Bond Funds for Public Art: The City Council will consider placing, within bond propositions 
with a vertical construction component, a percentage allocation for public art or 
enhanced design within or adjacent to the construction project in question. As bond 
propositions are clarified, City Council can establish a public art percentage, if existing 
priorities and the fiscal condition of the city permit, of between 2% and 5% of vertical 
construction bond propositions. The bond funding for public art will not apply to projects 
focused on streets, drainage, traffic control, or other horizontal infrastructure. This 
provision only applies to voter approved General Obligation bond issuances.  
 

2. External and Private Funding 
a.  The City’s Public Art administrator will explore external public and private external grants 

that help further the goals of the City’s public art program. The public art administrator 
will additionally: 

a. Provide an update to the Public Art Committee regarding the grants the City plans to 
apply for in each annual grant-application cycle.  

b. Work with the Denton Parks Foundation to apply for and receive grants that require 501 
(c)3 eligibility.  

c. Determine matching grant fund sources and communicate intentions to apply for grants 
to Grants Management staff 
 

  

Formatted: Justified

Formatted: Justified

Commented [AB3]: Do we need a definition? Who is 
currently the Public Art Administrator 
 
A: I currently oversee public art for the City, but this role will 
probably fall under the future Arts and Culture Manager 
position at Parks and Rec. I left this a little vague on 
purpose, in case the position changes or moves outside of 
Parks sometimes in the future.  
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3. Additional Art Funding Mechanisms 

a. Tax abatements to developers that include publicly accessible art as a significant 
component of the development are outlined in the Denton Policy for Tax 
Abatement. Under this policy, the City may consider granting an additional 5% tax 
abatement for projects provided that at least 50% of the additional tax abatement 
is committed to public art by the applicant.  

b.a. Development fees: The City Council may choose to levy a public art fee on new 
development. This fee would be assessed alongside other development fees 
during the permitting process. The Public Art Committee should work to identify 
new and novel mechanisms for funding public, with staff support and assistance. 
Novel funding mechanisms should be shared with Council for their consideration.   

 
 
SEC 9 – PROCEDURES FOR COMMISSIONING ART 

The commissioning and accession of new works of art will be overseen by the Public Art 
Committee.  

1. Arts Future Projects List and Site Selection 
a. Arts administrations staff within the Parks and Recreation Department will create an 

ongoing list of possible future projects that indicates project locations and types. This list 
will also indicate if funding for the project will come from HOT funds, if the project is a 
bond-related, or if the project will be sustainable only with external funding sources 
(grants, or donations).  

b. Staff will review this list with the Public Art Committee before the beginning of the new 
Fiscal Year to clarify which projects to pursue. If there are any grant projects in the 
upcoming year  (meaning the year after the new  fiscal year) staff will review these with 
the PAC and clarify which grants will be pursued for the projects, and the if there is a grant 
match.  

c. Arts administration staff will share this intended grant calendar with Grants Management.  
c.  

2. Project Development 
a. For each project on the Arts Project List staff will indicate: 

i. The project location 
ii. The type of project staff would like to build as part of the project 

iii. information pertaining to special theming or other considerations relevant to the 
site in question 

b. The provision of public art will normally be expected as part of any large development 
i. Public art should be considered as an integral part of space in and around 

development 
ii. The Public Art Committee should adopt standards and guidelines for the 

placement of permanent art in public places and for the placement of 
infrastructure intended to host rotating or temporary art.  

iii. The Public Art Committee should focus on public art that serve as landmarks 
within view corridors, pockets, traffic circles, and other prominent locations.  
iii.  

Commented [AB4]: Will the Committee suggest Council 
begin using this option for all developments?  
 
A: I wonder, in retrospect, if it might be best to leave this 
section out for the moment. I think this is certainly an 
avenue for funding worth consideration, but I don’t know if 
there is much support for it in Council, currently. The only 
city in the region that currently has a developer fee to 
support public art is Keller. So I might make the language 
here more general about exploring new and novel ways to 
fund public art.  

Formatted: Justified

Commented [AB5]: Who are these people? Are they 
Parks employees? Do we need a definition? 
 
A: Again, currently I am fulfilling this role, but in the future it 
would be the Arts and Culture Manager. But the text is a 
little purposefully vague on this, to give flexibility. I added 
some text to make this less vague, let me know what you 
think.  
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16



3. Artists’ Call / Request for Proposals 
a. For each new art project over $3,000, arts administration staff will prepare a detailed 

request for proposals that will include the project details, intended scope, and any specific 
theme for the requested artwork. 

b. This RFP will also serve as the Call for Artists for the new project, and will be posted on 
the City’s purchasing. 

c. Arts administration staff will also email the Artist’s Call / RFP directly to artists on the 
relevant Artist Contact List (see 6.4 below).   

d. RFPs/Artist Calls will also be posted on public, local and regional artists’ forums such as 
the GDAC website, Glasstire, the Texas Commission on the Arts website, and similar 
online venues.  

4. Artist Contact List  
a. Arts administration staff will maintain an updated list of local, regional, state, and national 

artist working in various media (e.g. muralists, visual artists, sculptors).  
b. A public facing application form will allow artists to add their contact information to 

media-specific lists so that they can receive consideration and future RFPs/artist calls. 
c. Artist contact lists will be used in tandem with the City’s public-facing RFP portal 

5. External Arts Consultant 
a. For large projects with a budget of more than $500,000 the Public Art Committee can 

suggest that staff work with an external arts consultant to ensure that the city is able to 
procure the work of the highest-caliber of artists working nationally and internationally.   

b. External consultants would be hired under the City’s existing RFQ process, with input from 
the Public Art Committee. 

6. Council Communication and approval 
a. The Public Art Committee will regularly communicate to Council recommendations 

regarding the placement of public art, including an annual list of proposed projects. 
Council will guide the annual project list and approve of individual projects.  

b. All arts projects intended for display in public places (apart from art specifically excluded 
from this policy) will be approved by the City Council.  
 

 
• The provision of public art will normally be expected as part of any large 
development scheme.  

 
Sec. 10 Eligible Projects  
The Public Art Committee will be responsible for the development of specific guidelines for 
eligible projects. In general, eligible projects will include:  

• The commissioning of permanent works designed for specific public sites in Denton  
• The long-term loan, purchase, or donation of art works  
• The installation of short-term projects and temporary art in public places (see Appendix 

A: Temporary Art in Public Places Policy) 
  

Formatted: Justified, Indent: Left:  0.5",  No bullets or
numbering

Formatted: Justified
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Sec. 11 Ownership and Copyright  
Permanent pieces of public art shall be the property of the City of Denton. The City shall own the 
physical work, with unlimited reproduction rights allowed to the City for appropriate promotional 
and educational purposes. Legal title and copyrights in any work of public art will be spelled out 
contractually between the City and the artist/owner.  
 
 
 
Sec. 12. Maintenance  
Prior to acceptance of any piece of artwork by the Public Art Committee, a recommendation 
should be developed for its short and long -term maintenance, including a budget for each 
project. All permanent public art projects must have a maintenance plan that projects both staff 
time and funding required to properly maintain the work. The City of Denton shall be responsible 
for the maintenance and management of public art projects approved by the City Council.  

1. Parks Maintenance staff will review the condition of public art works in outdoor areas on an 
annual basis.  

2. Parks Maintenance staff, the arts administrator, and outside experts will review the City’s indoor 
public art inventory once every five years to ensure that these works of art are being conserved 
properly.  

3. Public Art staff administrators will provide regular updates to the Public Art Committee about art 
Maintenance at least on an annual basis. 

 
Sec. 13 Public Art Asset Management  

1. Accessioning and Asset Management 
a. The City’s art administrator will maintain a current public art inventory that includes a GIS 

component. This inventory will catalog all works owned by the city and include data such 
as the artist, art media, current estimated value, date acquired, current condition, and 
any relevant maintenance or conservation notes.  

b. Items will be added to the Public Art Inventory as they are purchased by, donated to, or 
otherwise acquired by the City. Each item will be provided with an inventory tag number 
and, if appropriate, an asset management label with a n electronic QR-code that connects 
directly to the item’s data on the Public Art Inventory.  

c. The City will provide a public-facing version of this public art inventory that may also 
include, if resources permit, the cataloging of all public art in Denton. This more expansive 
list would include, for example, sculptures and murals in areas that are easily visible by 
the public.  

 
2. Donations 

a. Gift acceptance and placement of public art donations should be in accordance 
with historic use and in keeping with the City’s of Denton general overall public 

Formatted: Justified

Formatted: Justified

Commented [AB6]: Insurance? 
 
A: Honestly, I’m not sure about insurance. I imagine we 
would communicate and share the public art inventory with 
risk management so that they would add these items to the 
city’s assets per facility, in order to determine rates for fire-
related or other accidental degradation.  
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art goals. The quality, scale, and character of the gift should be appropriate to the 
particular setting. Donations of works that require the City of Denton to pay 
installation, framing, restoration, or repair are not encouraged. The City of Denton 
will evaluate such expenditures at the time the gift is considered. Works of art 
requiring high or excessive maintenance may be declined.  

b. All donations of art must be approved by the City Council with due consideration 
given to any Public Art Committee recommendations.  

3. Deaccessioning/Removal 
a. Works of art can be removed from the City’s Public Art Inventory for the following 

reasons:  
i. The work has deteriorated to the point that it can no longer be repaired. It 

has been destroyed by vandalism. Or the work has otherwise been 
irredeemably damaged.  

ii. The work poses a current danger to public safety.  
iii. The item is discovered to be a forgery or fake.  
iv. The Public Art Committee and City Council both agree that the artwork should 

be removed from the City’s Public Art inventory.  
b. Deaccessioning can include:  

i. Selling the artwork at auction, with proceeds funding additional public 
art efforts 

ii. Recycling the artwork and its material components 
iii. Donating the artwork to a local museum or other historical repository 
iv. Storing the artwork outside of public view and access  

 
4. Deaccession Evaluation 

a. Before a work can be removed the public art administrator must provide to the Public 
Art Committee a Deaccession Report that will include: information from the Public 
Art Inventory about the work; a brief explanation of the work’s history, it’s artistic 
significance, and its provenance; and a thorough explanation of the need for 
deaccessioning, including the estimated associated costs of the artwork’s removal.  

b. The Public Art Committee must receive the Deaccession Report and determine by a 
majority vote if the artwork is to be deaccessioned.  

c. The City Council will have to provide final approval for the removal of any art form 
the City’s Public Art Inventory.  
 

 
 
Section 14. Temporary Exhibits  
See Temporary Art in Public Places Policy (Appendix A) 
 
 
 

Formatted: Justified

Formatted: Justified

19



Section 15. . Lending Policy  
Artwork may be loaned to other agencies or entities if deemed appropriate by the Public Art 
Committee and approved by the City Council. The Public Art Committee will be responsible for 
recommending criteria for establishing a lending policy. 
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Appendix A: Temporary Art in Public Places  
 

 

I. PURPOSE AND GOALS 
 

The Temporary Art in Public Places (TAPP) Policy is an addendum to the overall Art in Public Places (APP) 
Policy for the City of Denton. The purpose of this policy is to provide administrative rules and guidelines 
for the short-term placement of art in public spaces owned by the City of Denton. The goals of the City of 
Denton Temporary Art in Public Places (TAPP) program is to beautify the public cityscape, support the 
local arts and culture economy, provoke a sense of joy and whimsy, and activate City-owned, and publicly 
accessible spaces across Denton with works of aesthetic distinction.  

 

The Temporary Art in Public Places (TAPP) policy provides rules for the display of artwork that will be 
featured on City property for a pre-determined period of time, in a manner that is otherwise consistent 
with the overarching Public Art Policy (Ordinance forthcoming) and all otherz City of Denton ordinances, 
policies, and processes. 

 
II. Definitions 

(1) CALL FOR ARTISTS means a notice of an artistic opportunity that is open to submissions. The call 
document will provide artists with a scope of the project, application requirements, and other 
information artists need in order to consider an artist call and complete their application for that 
call. Calls for Artists can be open or by inviation.  

a. An OPEN CALL is a call for artists that accepts and considers applications from anyone in 
the city, region, state, or nation. 

b. A LIMITED CALL is a call for artists that limits the applications considered by various 
criteria such as: artists city or county of residence, age, institutional affiliation, and 
artwork medium. 

(2)  
(3) CITY means the city of Denton, TexasEPHEMERAL ART, by way of distinction from TEMPORARY 

ART, means art that is designed to be displayed or enjoyed for only a very short period of time – 
from a few hours (in the case of performance) to at most 30 days for works of visual arts. 
Ephemeral art is intended to have a finite lifespan. Examples include various types of 
performance, or visual arts like chalk drawings.   

(4) PUBLIC ART INVENTORY means all city-owned artworks that are not under the care and control 
of nonprofit institutions operating under management agreements with the City.  

(5) PUBLIC ART COMMITTEE means an advisory committee comprised of nine members, seven of 
which are appointed by the City Council, with the remaining two members appointed by the 
Greater Denton Arts Council (GDAC). The Public Art Committee will also include the two ex-officio 
members: the Executive Director of GDAC and the City’s designated staff liaison, usually the 
Director of the City Parks and Recreation Department.  

(6) TEMPORARY PUBLIC ART means commissioned or donated original works of art installed in public 
places intented to be displayed for a predetermined period of time that is, in general, longer than 
two months, but usually not meant to exceed three (3) years. , for the purposes of this policy.  
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III. GENERAL GUIDELINES 
 

This policy concerns the temporary display of visual artworks including but not necessarily limited to 
genres such as paintings, sculptures, photography, diorama, and mixed media. Artworks offered for 
consideration within TAPP should be constructed with a degree of robustness appropriate to their 
intended display location. Temporary artwork intended to be displayed outdoors should be made of 
material that will require no maintenance for the duration of the loan period. All artwork should be able 
to sustain general movement and relocation including being sited, installed, and removed.  

Works of art must be in compliance with any and all applicable City codes, ordinances, policies, and 
procedures. Installations must not present a safety hazard and must meet all applicable codes or 
requirements. 

 
IV. APPLICATION SUBMISSION 
 

Artists wishing to be considered for the TAPP program must submit an application to the City’s Public Art 
Committee (PAC). Applications must be full, complete, and submitted by the required and posted 
deadlines. Incomplete or late submissions will not be accepted.  

 

Applications must include : 

1. Artists Resumé and short biography 
2. A catalog of representative past work with images or other media  
3. Images or other media of the work proposed for temporary installation.  
4.  A written narrative describing the work including, if applicable, any special considerations 
regarding the works installation, and the proposed length of installation.  
 

 
V. SELECTION 
 

A scoring matrix will be established and approved by the Public Art Committee. Members of the Public 
Art Committee will individually score eligible applications. Based on the scores received, the Public Art 
Committee will make a recommendation to the City Council for the selection of TAPP works of art or artists 
for the given program year. The City Council will have final approval of the selection of the works of art 
and artists. The Public Art Committee will rank submissions based on the following general criteria:  

 

• Artistic/aesthetic merit 
• Appropriateness to temporary art hosting sites 
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• Feasibility and Durability 
• Safety and compliance with City codes and ordinances 

 

VI. LOCAL / REGIONAL ARTISTS  

 

The Public Art Committee scoring rubric may provide additional points for local artists (those in the 
immediate Denton County area, as well as the Dallas – Fort Worth Metroplex). Preferential scoring for 
local artists helps meet one of the policies overarching goals: to support the local arts and culture 
economy by supporting its individual practitioners.  

 

V. GOVERNMENT SPEECH 

 

Artwork selected for Display by the City Council, the Public Art Committee (PAC), or by City Staff 
administering public art is considered government speech. By displaying artwork the City does not intend 
to open a public forum for free speech activity. The ultimate authority to accept or deny temporary art 
work provided for consideration by the public rests with the City Council, and the devolved authority it 
provides to the Public Art Committee (PAC) and City staff responsible for art administration.  

 
VI. LOCATION/SITING 
 

If a location is not predetermined, the Public Art Committee will make a recommendation regarding 
placement of the work of art given the artwork medium, size, duration, and other relevant factors during 
the selection process. All locations must be on City owned land or contained within City owned and 
occupied spaces or facilities. Art selected through TAPP will not be located on any privately-owned land 
or facility, or within any facility that charges an admission or entry fee. No entity other than the City of 
Denton shall be allowed to control access or charge for entry to selected installations.   

 

VII. INSTALLATION/REMOVAL 
 

The selected artist(s) will be responsible for overseeing the installation of the artwork at its predetermined 
installation location and for any and all installation and removal costs. These costs may include, but are 
not necessarily limited to, site preparation, changes to the work of art necessitated by its installation or 
removal, and any insurance requirements for working on City property. The City of Denton assumes no 
responsibility for any costs associated with the installation, maintenance, or removal of the artwork.  

 

All materials must be removed when the installation is complete and at the conclusion of the exhibit 
period. Any damages to the site are the sole responsibility of the artist.  
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VIII. DURATION 
 

The length of time for an installation may depend on the exhibit, location, and the number of applications 
received. The Temporary Art Program intends to display artwork for longer periods of time, from several 
months to as long as 2-3 years. Artists should indicate their desired length of time to exhibit on the 
application. A set length of time for display may be predetermined by the City. The City may extend an 
installation’s timeframe or request that an artist remove their installation at any time at the sole discretion 
of the City.  

 

IX. FUNDING/STIPENDS 
 

Stipends of up to  $5,000 will be provided to the artist or artists selected for the TPAP program each year, 
depending on the scale of the artwork and the duration of the loan. The PAC will allocate eligible to this 
funds for the stipend.The PAC will be responsible for allocating the total temporary art funding allotment 
in any given year.  The program will be funded from by Hotel Occupancy Tax (HOT) revenues  and/or other 
public-art supporting funding sources.  

 

X. ARTWORK SALES 

 

Artists are welcome and encouraged to list the prices of their works in proximity to where they are 
displayed, or to provide contact information to a website indicating their sales prices. The City of Denton 
asks artists to either keep sold items on site until the end of the agreed upon installation. The City of 
Denton, additionally, asks that a 10% gallery fee be provided to the City of Denton Public Art Program for 
hosting the artwork. These funds will be used to fund future leases of temporary public art.  

 

 

 

 
 

Commented [AB7]: Maybe reword this 
 
A: Thanks for catching this. Reworded to make it sensical.  
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AGENDA INFORMATION SHEET 

 
DEPARTMENT: Parks and Recreation  
 
ACM:   Christine Taylor, Assistant City Manager  
 
DATE:  June 6, 2024 
 
SUBJECT  
Receive a report, hold a discussion, and give staff direction regarding the Original Denton District's support 
for Denton’s Day of the Dead Festival’s application for a $67,168 grant from the Texas Commission on the 
Arts (TCA) Arts Respond - Cultural District Project grant program. 
 
BACKGROUND  
David J. Anzaldúa Pierce, Creator and Executive Director of Denton’s Day of the Dead Festival, contacted 
the City of Denton requesting a letter of support from the Original Denton District (ODD) for an application 
being made to the Texas Commission on the Arts (TCA) Arts Respond – Cultural District Project grant 
program, which is due by June 15, 2024. Letters of Support from the Cultural District within which an 
organization operates and conducts its programming are required by this TCA grant program.  
 
The Day of the Dead Festival began as an organic outgrowth of creator David Pierce’s annual Cirque du 
Horror, a Halloween-themed cabaret show that he started performing in Denton in 2009. The festival began 
in 2011 and, like a fast-growing younger sibling, now incorporates Cirque du Horror as one of its offerings. 
The Day of the Dead Festival is attuned to the Mexican-American traditions of the Día de los Muertos, while 
giving those traditions a respectful Denton take. For example, a signal event in the Day of the Dead Festival 
is the annual coffin races down Hickory Street.  
 
Denton’s Day of the Dead Festival is requesting $67,168.00 from the TCA in their funding application. Their 
intention is to use these funds to provide the following elements of the festival:  
 

• Big Top circus tent rental (includes set up, tear down, and crew oversight):   $28,000.00 
• Festival Performers (musicians, visual, and performing artists):   $15,000.00 
• Coffin Races expenses (time keeping, etc):       $3,200.00 
• Festival Sound Rental:        $2,650.00 
• Event Security (not DPD):        $1,000.00 
• Parade Puppet Commission (Mexican “alebrije style Bat):    $2,500.00 
• Stage(s) Rental:         $4,068.00 
• Lights and Sound for Cirque du Horror:      $7,000.00 
• Live Streaming Festival Events:       $3,750.00 

 
Total:          $67,168.00 
 

  

City   o f   D enton   
C i t y   Hall   

21 5   E.   M c Ki nn e y   Street   
De n t o n ,   T e x as   

  w w w . c i t y o f d e n t o n . c o m   
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Denton’s Day of the Dead Festival received $50,000.00 in Hotel Occupancy Tax (HOT) funds in FY2022-23 
and have provided a breakdown of their use of those funds with their letter of request. They do not have a 
TCA closeout report, as this is their first year applying to the TCA for funding under the Arts Respond – 
Cultural District grant. Festival staff estimate that attendance at the festival last year exceeded 20,000 
attendees.   
 
The exhibits below include a draft letter of support for Denton’s Day of the Dead Festival, which is a TCA 
requirement for applying for this grant opportunity.  
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
Staff recommends approval for the letter of support from the Original Denton District, signed by the City 
Manager’s or her Designee expressing the cultural district’s support for the grant application.  
 
EXHIBITS  
Exhibit 1- Agenda Information Sheet 
Exhibit 2- Letter of Request 
Exhibit 3- Denton’s Day of the Dead Festival, HOT Fund Breakdown, FY22-23 
Exhibit 4- Draft Letter of Support 

          
                                                                                    Respectfully submitted:   

Gary Packan, Director, Parks and Recreation  
 
 
Prepared by: 
Omar Siddiqi, Admin. Analyst, Parks and Recreation Department 
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David J Anzaldúa Pierce

2016 N Bell Ave

Denton TX, 76209

deepearsmusic@gmail.com

8176579698

May 20, 2024


Gary Packen, CPRP

Director of Parks and Recreation

City of Denton

901 Texas St

Denton TX, 76209


Dear Gary and the City of Denton Parks and Recreation Dept., 


Denton’s Day of the Dead Festival is an annual celebration of community and culture that pays 
homage to the many wonderful things the fall has to offer : the goodness of the harvest, the Dia 
de Muertos holiday, and all things Halloween. Our festival is an inclusive and family-focused 
festival, that takes place on E. Hickory, E. Oak, and Industrial St during the last full weekend of 
October. Our 2024 dates are : Friday October 25th, Saturday Oct 26th, and Sunday October 
27th. The festival began in 2011, aiming to bring the community together to celebrate life and 
death through art, music, and cultural activities. Denton’s DOD festival is nestled right in 
beautiful Denton’s Downtown Cultural District, and provides local business owners within the 
festival footprint their most financially rewarding weekend of the year.


One of the unique aspects of Denton’s DOD festival is its emphasis on community involvement 
and creativity. Local artists, musicians and performers come together to create a vibrant 
atmosphere that reflects these autumnal gifts. Festival goers can enjoy great food and drink, 
arts and crafts, live music and dance, and other unique events like the Pinebox Races, Coffin 
Races, a Twilight Lantern Parade, a community altar and a “Flight of Souls,” Denton’s own 
original Halloween musical, “Cirque du Horror,” a pumpkin patch and costume contest, story 
telling, and performances from Denton ISD schools. Festival patrons, sponsors, and donors 
can also take pride in knowing that a portion of all proceeds go to benefit two of our favorite 
local charities : Cumberland Youth and Family Services, and Serve Denton. 


The festival has grown in popularity over the years, drawing visitors from Denton and beyond. 
Competitors in the Coffin Races, for example, come from all over Texas, even as far away as 
Oklahoma and Kansas. Many of our vendors come from all over the state, and the Halloween 
Musical “Cirque du Horror,” brings in musicians and performers from all over the country. We 
have festival attendees from all over the DFW metroplex, as well as from all over Texas. 


Denton’s Day of the Dead Festival is a grassroots event, primarily supported by sponsorship 
from local businesses and individuals. This strong local backing has been instrumental in 
fostering a sense of community and allowing the festival to thrive and grow each year. 
However, as a growing public festival, our expenses have been increasing almost exponentially. 
With the expansion of activities, attractions, and the number of attendees, the costs associated 
with organizing and running the festival have risen significantly. These expenses include 
security, equipment, entertainment, decorations, and marketing, all essential to maintaining the 
high quality and safety of the event. Additionally, as we strive to enhance the festival 
experience with new and exciting elements, the financial demands continue to grow. We hope 
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that grants such as TCA’s Cultural District Grant will provide vital contributions to help us 
sustain and improve this cherished community celebration.


For 2024, we are asking for grant funding in the amount of : $67,168. This money would be 
allocated to cover these specific expenses : 


• “Big Top” Circus tent rental : (set up/tear down, crew on site/call for a week) $28,000. 

• Festival Performers (musicians, visual and performing artists) : $15,000. 

• Coffin Races expenses (time keeping, etc) : $3200.

• Festival Sound Rental : $2650. 

• Event Security (not including Denton Police) : $1000. 

• Special Parade Puppet Commission (an “alebrije style” Mexican Bat, illuminated) : $2500.

• Stage(s) Rental : $4068. 

• “Cirque du Horror” lights and sound : $7000. 

• Live Streaming Video of event (Coffin Races, Sponsor Commercials, etc, live streamed 

inside local participating businesses) : $3750. 


Attached is our 2023 HOT funds End of the Year financial report, in lieu of a close-out report, 
since this is our organization’s first year to apply for this grant. 


Denton’s Day of the Dead Festival thanks you in advance for your support in helping us achieve 
our goals. 


Sincerely, 


David J Anzaldúa Pierce 
Creator & Executive Director of Denton’s Day of the Dead Festival 
Denton’s Day of the Dead Festival 
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Revised
Denton Day of the Dead Festival

FINANCIAL REPORT
Program Year 2023

1ST QUARTER 2ND QUARTER 3RD QUARTER 4TH QUARTER
APPROVED BUDGET (JAN - MAR) (APR - JUN) (JUL - SEP) (OCT - DEC)

BEGINNING CASH  $ -   $0.00 $50,000.00 $50,000.00 $50,000.00

RECEIPTS  
  Occupancy Tax $50,000 $50,000.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00
  Interest Earned 0 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00
Total Receipts $50,000 $50,000.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00

TOTAL REVENUE $50,000.00 $50,000.00 $50,000.00 $50,000.00

DISBURSEMENTS

Advertising (1)
Internet/marketing $5,000.00   -     -     -     5,000.00 
Total Advertising $5,000 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $5,000.00

Art
Talent (musicians/performers) $10,000 $10,000.00

Big Top Circus Tent  $ 17,000 $17,000.00
Sound/Lights  $ 5,000 $5,000.00
Fes6val Tents  $ 5,200 $5,200.00
2500 Units of Bike Rack  $ 2,000 $2,000.00
spider Boxes TBP50P  $ 540 $540.00
Spider  box 200AMP feeder  $ 145 $145.00
(2) 200AMP Quad boxes  $ 240 $240.00
(4) 5000WaK Generators  $ 330 $330.00
(1) 36KW Diesel Generator  $ 176 $176.00
(1) 56KW Diesel Generator  $ 275 $275.00
(14) Event Portalets  $ 1,260 $1,260.00
(4)ADA Event Portalets  $ 800 $800.00
Medium Carnival Ride  $ 2,034 $2,034.00

$45,000 $0 $0 $0 $45,000

TOTAL REVIEWED
EXPENDITURES $50,000 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $50,000.00

ENDING CASH     $50,000.00 $50,000.00 $50,000.00 $0.00
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Date Program Director

(1)

Advertising materials purchased with the hotel occupancy tax funds must be 
targeted to reach audiences outside the Denton city limits. These materials include, 
but are not limited to, signs, posters, postcards, newsletters and print advertising.  

(2) Invoices and metrics must be provided with quarterly report.
(3) Revised Q4 to remove Co-ops and decreased Bboards, Social Media

increase print and postage and brochures and postcards

 

2
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Denton Day of the Dead Festival

FINANCIAL REPORT
Program Year 2023
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CITY OF DENTON
HOTEL OCCUPANCY TAX GRANT PROGRAM

DENTON COMMUNITY THEATRE

 

Expenditure Detail Worksheet

DATE PAY TYPE VENDOR NAME BUDGET CATEGORY                  DETAIL DESCRIPTION

TOTAL

1
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CITY OF DENTON
HOTEL OCCUPANCY TAX GRANT PROGRAM

DENTON COMMUNITY THEATRE

Expenditure Detail Worksheet

DOLLAR

0.00

2
35



 

 

The Original Denton District 

215 E. McKinney St., Denton, TX 76201 ■ (940) 349-7776 

 

 

 www.OriginalDentonDistrict.com  

 
June 15, 2024 
 
Gary Gibbs, Ph.D.  
Executive Director 
Texas Commission on the Arts 
Cultural District Grant Program 
PO Box 13406 
Austin, TX 78711 
 
 
Dear Dr. Gibbs:  
 
This letter is to express the full support of the City of Denton for Denton’s Day of the Dead Festival’s application for the 
Arts Respond – Cultural District Project grant.  
 
Denton’s Day of the Dead Festival began as an organic outgrowth of creator David Pierce’s annual Cirque du Horror, 
a Halloween-themed cabaret show that he started performing in Denton in 2009. The Festival began in 2011 and, like 
a fast-growing younger sibling, now incorporates Cirque du Horror as one of its offerings. The Day of the Dead Festival 
is attuned to the Mexican-American traditions of the Día de los Muertos, while giving those traditions a respectful 
Denton take. For example, a signal event in the Day of the Dead Festival is the annual coffin races down Hickory 
Street.  
 
The Day of the Dead Festival is asking for $67,168.00 in funding to support various aspects of the Denton Day of the 
Dead Foundation, including circus tent rental, hiring performers, providing lights and sound, renting portable stages, 
providing live streaming, event security, and the creation of a bat puppet in the style of Mexican alebrijes – vibrantly 
colored figurines that have been staples of Mexican folk art since the 1940s.  
 
The Day of the Dead Festival brings around 20,000 to 25,000 attendees to the Original Denton District during the 
Halloween season. This year, the Day of the Dead Festival will also be part of an extended month-long calendar of 
events that the City is promoting under the name Halloween, Texas. This new initiative works seeks to coalesce and 
add to the diverse Halloween-themed, and Halloween-adjacent offerings provided in Denton during the month of 
October. The goal of this program is to increase local tax revenues and increase economic development opportunities 
in Denton by raising the City’s profile as a regional, state-wide, and even national destination for Halloween-related 
entertainment.  
 
We are honored and pleased to support this application for your consideration.  
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Cassey Ogden,   
Assistant City Manager  
City of Denton   
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AGENDA INFORMATION SHEET 

 
DEPARTMENT: Parks and Recreation  
 
ACM:   Christine Taylor, Assistant City Manager  
 
DATE:  June 6, 2024 
 
SUBJECT  
Receive a report, hold a discussion, and give staff direction regarding the Original Denton District's support 
for the Greater Denton Arts Council’s application for a $12,000 grant from the Texas Commission on the Arts 
(TCA) Arts Respond - Cultural District Project grant program. 
 
BACKGROUND  
Krissi Oden, Executive Director, with the Greater Denton Arts Council (GDAC), contacted the City of Denton 
requesting a letter of support from the Original Denton District (ODD) for an application being made to the 
Texas Commission on the Arts (TCA) Arts Respond – Cultural District Project grant program, which is due 
by June 15, 2024.  
 
GDAC is requesting the funding to support their “Breaking the Frame” exhibition which will explore forms 
of new media as well as digital art. The exhibit is aimed at a wide audience and will offer an immersive 
experience presenting some recent trends at the intersection of art and technology. In addition to the exhibited 
works, the program also envisions a speaker series and educational programs aimed at the general public. The 
event will be free to access for members of the public and will be hosted at the Patterson-Appleton Arts 
Center.  
 
The Greater Denton Arts Council has supported arts and culture in Denton for more than five decades. Their 
exhibitions and programs at the Patterson-Appleton Arts center continue to attract attendees. In FY2022-23 
GDAC requested $10,000.00 from the Texas Commission on the Arts to support their “30/30” exhibition 
which focused on displaying the works of artists under 30 years of age. TCA ultimately provided $4,250.00 
in funding to support the program. The exhibition was a success and engaged over 10,000 individuals 
(including 4,000 children).  GDAC has a long history of bringing successful art programming to Denton.  
 
The exhibits below include a draft letter of support from the Original Denton District, which is a TCA 
requirement for applying for this grant opportunity.  
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
Staff recommends approval for the letter of support from the Original Denton District, signed by the City 
Manager’s or her Designee expressing the cultural district’s support for the grant application. 
 
  

City   o f   D enton   
C i t y   Hall   

21 5   E.   M c Ki nn e y   Street   
De n t o n ,   T e x as   

  w w w . c i t y o f d e n t o n . c o m   
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EXHIBITS  
Exhibit 1 - Agenda Information Sheet 
Exhibit 2 - Letter of Request 
Exhibit 3 - GDAC TCA Closeout Report FY22-23 
Exhibit 4 - Draft Letter of Support 
         Respectfully submitted:   

Gary Packan, Director, Parks and Recreation  
 
 
Prepared by: 
Omar Siddiqi, Admin. Analyst, Parks and Recreation Department 
 

39



DIRECTORS 

President 
Mark Smith 

Vice President 
Michelle Houston 

Secretary  
Brian McGoldrick , Ph.D. 

Treasurer 
Travis Veselka 

Members 
Ma= Anzak 

Jackie deMontmollin, Ph.D. 
Shelly Denning 

Francesca Romano 
Sara Steele 

Thom Talbo= 
Abigail Tilton, Ph.D. 

Peter Hyland 
Karen Hutzel, Ph.D. 

Execu;ve Director 
Krissi Oden 

 
 
 

May 20, 2024 

Omar Siddiqi 
Mgmt. Analyst 
City of Denton 
Parks and Recreation Department 

Dear Mr. Siddiqi 

The Greater Denton Arts Council would like to request a letter of support from the 
City of Denton for a proposal we plan to make to the TCA’s Cultural District grant 
program. We are seeking $12,000 to support the development of a new signature 
exhibition grounded in contemporary practices and immersive/digital techniques 
and experiences. 

For the 2024– 2025 calendar year, we plan to propose “Breaking the Frame”, which 
will consist of an exhibition of various forms of new media and digital art. This 
exhibit is meant to keep up with the latest trends in art, and appeal to a wider 
audience. The experience is meant to be immersive and will engage visitors through 
senses beyond just those of sight. 

A call for art will be sent out across the state of Texas and entries will be judged by 
a panel of art experts including GDAC staff, local artists, local art lovers, members 
of local college staff, and people who have experience collaborating with emerging 
artists. Artists from across the state would be welcome to apply and attend the 
exhibition and reception. 

Educational programs relating to the exhibition will be offered to the public, as will 
a speaker series highlighting the artists that are chosen. Exhibition, reception, and 
selected programing will be free to the public and be held at the Patterson-Appleton 
Arts Center. 

The Greater Denton Arts Council believes this project aligns well with our 
community’s diversity of age and talent and supports intergenerational experiences 
that connect our community in a new and vibrant way. We would appreciate a letter 
of support. 

Kind regards, 

Krissi Oden 
Executive Director 
Greater Denton Arts Council 

400 E. Hickory Street  
Denton, TX 76201 
940.382.2787 
Dentonarts.com

40



9/30/23, 5:28 PM Texas Commission on the Arts
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▼

▼

REPORT

Cultural District Project
Cultural District: The Original Denton District
App Type: High Quality Arts Programming

Grant ID: 77752568 Greater Denton Arts Council
Tax ID: 75-1326458

Fiscal Year 2023
Period of Support: 12/1/2022 - 8/31/2023
Report ID: 3399
Report Due: 9/30/2023

Report Status: Submi�ed

 

Due At:  9/30/2023

Submi�ed At:  9/30/2023

Status  Submi�ed

 

Table Of Contents

Report Informa�on
Audience Informa�on
Ac�vity Loca�on
Cultural Tourism
Personnel Informa�on
Narra�ve Informa�on
Budget Informa�on
Report Verifica�on
Documents

Report Informa�on

Organization Name: Greater Denton Arts Council

Grant Number: 77752568

Grant Program: Cultural District Project

Priority Area: Economic Development

Project Title: Cultural District Project - High Quality Arts
Programming

Award Amount: $4,250.00

Authorizing Official:
(indicated on Grant)

 

Is the  listed on the Grant Applica�on
up to date?  Yes

Authorized Official
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▼

▼

▼

▼

Audience Informa�on

How many adults (over age 18) were engaged in    arts experiences?
Adults:  6000

How many children/youth (0-18 years) were engaged in    arts experiences?
Children/Youth:  4000

For the next set of ques�ons, select all categories that, by your best es�mate, make up 25% or more of the
popula�on served directly by this performance. 

Popula�on Served by Race/Ethnicity:  (B) Black/African American, (H) Hispanic/La�no, (W) White

Popula�on Served by Age:  (02) Young Adults (19-24 years), (03) Adults (25-64 years), (04)

Older Adults (65+ years)

Dis�nct Groups Served:  (G) No single group made up 25%

Ac�vity Loca�on

Click on the PLUS SIGN to add a new venue.

Please provide the physical loca�on where your ac�vi�es occurred. If you conducted ac�vi�es in more than one
loca�on, please provide informa�on for each venue.

Venue   

Cultural Tourism

Did this project promote cultural and/or
heritage tourism?

 Yes

Did you capture zip codes of a�endees?  Yes

Es�mate number of state tourists (Texans
traveling at least 50 miles from home):

 101 - 250

Es�mate number of na�onal tourists:  1 - 25

Es�mate number of interna�onal tourists:  0

Personnel Informa�on

How many ar�sts were 
Ar�sts directly involved:  50

How many ar�sts received a fee?  0

How many volunteers were directly
involved?

 24

"in person"

"in person"

EditGreater Denton Arts Council
400 E. Hickory Street
Denton, Texas 76201
Days at Venue: 365

directly involved?
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▼

▼

How many full-�me staff were directly
involved?

 3

How many part-�me staff were directly
involved?

 1

Narra�ve Informa�on

How did this grant benefit your organiza�on and/or community?

This exhibi�on bridges the genera�onal gap in demographics that most use the facility by bringing in younger,
fresh voices and sparking conversa�on between the older, longstanding community members and emerging
ar�sts redefining tradi�ons. We are working to strengthen our engagement with local youth and broaden our
appeal to more diverse age groups. Such an exhibi�on shows our respect and admira�on for ar�sts new to the
scene and communicates that we value them not for how long they’ve been established but for their talent and
spirit. We also use these innova�ve exhibi�ons to reach audiences new to Denton, such as incoming university
students and those visi�ng North Texas for the first �me.

Accompanying the exhibi�on, we hosted ar�st workshops and a panel discussion to expound upon themes of
the show and demonstrate the cra�s prac�ced by the ar�sts showcasing work. These educa�onal and
interac�ve experiences offer all ages and skill levels opportuni�es to gain a hands-on understanding of the
exhibi�on materials. This brings ar�sts and the community closer together through communal ac�vity.

 

Describe any notable results of this grant, including human interest stories.

Notable pieces from the 93-category include I Am Queer and Everything I Make is Queer Art by Anna Galluzzi
and Reflec�on by Sunny Harris. Both pieces defiantly claim queer iden�ty at a �me when there is redoubled
effort to erase and strip the rights of the LGBTQ+ community.

The 63-category included par�cularly poignant pieces from ar�sts Ellen Frenkel and Melissa DeCarlo. Frenkel is
a unique ar�st for her ferocious commitment to social jus�ce and expression of poli�cal commentary through
her fiber art. Having been raised in Hong Kong by missionary parents, she has a keen awareness of what it is to
be an outsider in a foreign place and a deep empathy for global issues and the plight of migrants. DeCarlo’s
portrait, This Is Sixty, is an in�mate and modern take on self-portraiture featuring herself fresh from the
shower, wrapped in towels, and taking an iPhone selfie in the mirror. The piece is a quiet but powerful
acknowledgment of older women's o�en invisible and forgo�en femininity.

 

Budget Informa�on

TCA Award:  $4,250.00

Please show the source(s) of your matching funding. This should be exactly equal to TCA award amount.
 

Matching fund sources

Income from programs (revenues from box office, admissions, memberships, tui�on, class/workshop fees).
Program income:  $0.00

 

Net proceeds from gala / fundraiser / concessions / art sales / space rentals.
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Fundraising proceeds:  $0.00

 

Revenue derived from interest on investments and/or endowment.
Investments / endowment:  $0.00

 

Direct cash contribu�ons from individuals
Cash contribu�ons:  $0.00

 

Income or financial support from businesses and/or corpora�ons.
Business / corporate support:  $0.00

 

Income or financial support from founda�ons.
Founda�on support:  $0.00

 

Income or financial support from local, county, state, and/or federal governments. (Do NOT include TCA
funds.)
Government support:  $4,250.00

 

Any addi�onal income, revenue, and/or financial support derived from a source not listed above.
Other support:  $0.00

Details - Other support:  

Total Matching Income:  $4,250.00

Total Income (Total Matching Income +
TCA Award):

 $8,500.00

 

 

Please show the expense(s) paid with your matching funding and the TCA funding. These figures should
match the suppor�ng expense ledger you submit.

Grant Closeout Budget - Expenditures (award + match only)

Budget Expense Category Closeout Budget:
Matching

Closeout Budget:
TCA Award

Administra�ve salaries, contracts, benefits $2,625.00 $2,625.00

Ar�s�c salaries, contracts, benefits

Facility Costs $312.00 $312.00

Marke�ng & Promo�on $975.00 $975.00

Program/Exhibit produc�on costs $338.00 $338.00

Capital expenditures

Other expenses

Budget Totals $4,250.00 $4,250.00

* Please be sure to u�lize the categories and totals shown in the budget table above when filling out the
Expense Ledger a�ached to this report.
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▼

▼

▼

 

Please affirm that these amounts are
s�ll correct:

 Yes

 

All-Inclusive Budget

The closeout budget on these reports o�en does not reflect the full costs of the overall grant ac�vi�es. 
TCA wants to understand the actual total costs (closeout grant budget + any addi�onal costs) incurred by
your organiza�on to realize this project. 

Actual total cash expenses for this en�re
project:

 $8,500.00

Actual total cash income for project:  $8,500.00

Actual total in-kind (pro-bono services,
volunteer contribu�ons) for project:

 $0.00

 

Report Verifica�on

I cer�fy that the informa�on reported
here is true and correct.

 I agree

I understand that TCA may perform a site visit on my organiza�on. At that �me our organiza�on will produce
documenta�on to support the answers on this report form. Our organiza�on will keep all documenta�on
related to this grant for an addi�onal 3 years, during which �me I can expect to receive at least one fiscal site
visit from TCA staff.
Acknowledgement:  I agree

Documents

Please upload the following documents:

Copy of the Expense Ledger spreadsheet documen�ng all of the grant expenditures.  Expense_Ledger_2
template found here.

Addi�onal sta�s�cal informa�on on Cultural District Projects

Sta�s�cal Informa�on

Other Document

 

Please Note: If you click on the document name the file will download to your local instance.  Hover over the
document and click the magnifying glass on the right to preview the document before downloading.

REPORT ATTACHMENTS
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TCA Expense_Ledger_ERF (7) 09-30-2023.xls
Financial Documenta�on
Added by Georgina Ngozi at 5:26 PM on September 30, 2023
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The Original Denton District 

215 E. McKinney St., Denton, TX 76201 ■ (940) 349-7776 

 

 

 www.OriginalDentonDistrict.com  

 
June 15, 2024 
 
Gary Gibbs, Ph.D.  
Executive Director 
Texas Commission on the Arts 
Cultural District Grant Program 
PO Box 13406 
Austin, TX 78711 
 
 
Dear Dr. Gibbs:  
 
This letter is to express the full support of the City of Denton for the Greater Denton Arts Council’s (GDAC) application 
for the Arts Respond – Cultural District Project grant. The project proposal is fully supported by the Public Art Committee 
and staff from the Parks and Recreation Department and City Manager’s Office.  
 
GDAC is requesting $12,000.00 from the TCA to support a program they are calling “Breaking the Frame.” This 
innovative arts exhibition offers works in new media and digital art. The exhibition is intended for a wide audience and 
will include immersive works that exist at the intersection of arts and technology. Furthermore, the program will include 
a speaker series and educational programs aimed at the general public.  
 
The exhibition will be mounted within the Original Denton district,  at the Patterson-Appleton Arts Center (400 E. Hickory 
Street), an excellent space that dates from 1929 and initially served as the City’s steam powerplant, but has served as 
an arts and culture venue since the 1980s. GDAC programing at the Patterson-Appleton Arts Center attracts over half 
a million visitors to the Original Denton District on an annual basis, providing a critical boost to the district’s economic 
health and viability.  
 
We are honored and pleased to support this project for your consideration.  
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Cassey Ogden,  
Assistant City Manager 
City of Denton  
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AGENDA INFORMATION SHEET 

 
DEPARTMENT: Parks and Recreation  
 
ACM:   Christine Taylor, Assistant City Manager  
 
DATE:  June 6, 2024 
 
SUBJECT  
Receive a report, hold a discussion, and give staff direction regarding the Original Denton District's support 
for the Tejas Storytelling Association’s application for a $7,000 grant from the Texas Commission on the Arts 
(TCA) Arts Respond - Cultural District Project grant program. 
 
BACKGROUND  
Victoria Kimble from the Tejas Storytelling Association’s Grants Committee contacted the City of Denton 
requesting a letter of support from the Original Denton District (ODD) for an application being made to the 
Texas Commission on the Arts (TCA) Arts Respond – Cultural District Project grant program, which is due 
by June 15, 2024.  
 
In 2025, the Tejas Storytelling Association (TSA) will celebrate the 40th year of hosting the Tejas Storytelling 
Festival in Denton. TSA is requesting $7,000 to help defray part of the rental cost of the Denton Civic Center 
for the 2025 Festival.  
 
The Tejas Storytelling Association first hosting its namesake festival in 1985 and over the years has welcomed 
to Denton some of the nation’s foremost storytelling talents. Performers and members of the audience come 
from throughout Texas, and some from much farther afield. The Tejas Storytelling Festival provides an 
economic benefit to the Original Denton District and to the city both by bringing visitors into town, and by 
providing culturally diverse tales and talents for Denton residents. More than 2,500 people visit the festival 
every year, and last year’s festival featured 32 storytelling artists. 
 
The TSA has received funding from the TCA numerous times, including last year. For FY22-23, TSA received 
$3,850 in funding to support festival expenses.  
 
The exhibits below include a draft letter of support for the Tejas Storytelling Assocation’s grant application, 
which is a TCA requirement for applying for this grant opportunity.  
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
Staff recommends approval for the letter of support from the Original Denton District, signed by the City 
Manager’s or her Designee expressing the cultural district’s support for the grant application.  
 

City   o f   D enton   
C i t y   Hall   

21 5   E.   M c Ki nn e y   Street   
De n t o n ,   T e x as   

  w w w . c i t y o f d e n t o n . c o m   
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EXHIBITS  
Exhibit 1 - Agenda Information Sheet 
Exhibit 2 - Letter of Request 
Exhibit 3 - TSA Closeout Report FY22-23 
Exhibit 4 - Draft Letter of Support 

 

         Respectfully submitted:   
Gary Packan, Director, Parks and Recreation  

 
 
Prepared by: 
Omar Siddiqi, Admin. Analyst, Parks and Recreation Department 
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May 7, 2024 

Omar Siddiqi 

Administrative Analyst 

City of Denton Parks and Recreation 

On behalf of The Original Denton District 

Omar.Siddiqi@CityofDenton.com 

 

Re: Request for Letter of Support from the City of Denton for the Tejas Storytelling Association’s 

Application to the Texas Commission on the Arts for an Arts Respond--Cultural District Project 

Grant for the City of Denton Texas Storytelling Festival 

Dear Mr. Siddiqi: 

The Texas Storytelling Festival is a destination event for cultural tourism in North Texas.  It is a major 

storytelling festival in the southwest, and attracts storytellers and story listeners from all over Texas, the 

nation, and internationally.  Since its inception in 1985, it has been produced annually by the Tejas 

Storytelling Association (TSA).  2025 will be the fortieth consecutive year.  

In-person festivals over the years have the direct economic benefit of bringing over 500 registrants to 

Denton.  One 2024 attendee from Oklahoma tracked personal spending over the 4 days of the festival at 

over $782, including gas, food, lodging, and incidental purchases.  The festival hotel typically reports 

approximately $10,000 in room nights annually, while local restaurants, who catered meal functions 

benefit directly through registrations, earning approximately $1,000 per meal. Total festival attendance 

at all face-to-face events usually numbers in excess of 2000.  The festival brings people into Denton from 

the surrounding communities as well to attend the workshops and concerts, the ghost tales and Liars’ 

Contest, Kids’ Day, and story swaps.  These are college students, families with children and nursing 

home residents, while non-resident storytellers and retirees make up a larger percentage.  The festival 

also attracts the Deaf community due to the superb sign language interpreters who interpret all 

concerts. 

To be held at the Denton Civic Center on March 6-9, 2025, the City of Denton Texas Storytelling Festival 

attracts performing artists, teachers, librarians, clergy, attorneys, counselors, and all those who use 
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storytelling in their work.  Tejas Storytelling Association is a nonprofit, 501 (c) 3 organization, 

headquartered in Denton, with a world-wide membership of approximately 290.  The festival meets the 

letter and spirit of TSA’s mission of fostering storytelling as an oral tradition, a performing art, and an 

educational tool. Festival evaluations always report that people return year after year. As one virtual 

participant commented, “After listening to real humans relate real stories, I feel more connected with 

my community and to myself.” 

The planned line up of featured storytellers for 2025 will showcase both nationally known and Texas 

storytellers, representing myriad heritages and styles, thus sure to attract diverse story listeners.  35 

storytellers, 85 volunteers, and community partners, who include the City of Denton Parks and 

Recreation Department, the National Endowment for the Arts, the Texas Commission on the Arts, and 

the Denton Benefit League come together annually, with other local business and individual sponsors. 

In all ways, the City of Denton Texas Storytelling Festival benefits the Denton community culturally and 

economically. 

TSA seeks assistance with the partial rental cost of the Denton Civic Center for the 2025 festival in the 

amount of $7,000, and hopes to apply to the Texas Commission on the Arts through the Cultural District 

Project grants for this help.  We would respectfully request a letter of support from the City of Denton 

for this application. We would welcome and appreciate the city’s assistance with promoting and 

marketing the festival. Enclosed are TSA’s report to the Texas Commission on the Arts Cultural District 

grant for 2023 and pictures from our 2024 festival which you are most welcome to use for promotion 

and reporting to the Texas Commission on the Arts. 

Thank you very much for your help in referring this proposal to the City of Denton for its consideration. 

Best regards, 

Valerie Kimble 

Valerie Kimble 

TSA Grants Committee 

Cc: David Claunch, TSA President 

 Dalton Gregory, TSA Treasurer 

Enclosures: TSA Cultural District Report to TCA and  

Photos by Chester Weems 
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 Audience  

  Donal Davis Master Class 
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REPORT

Cultural District Project
Cultural District: The Original Denton District
App Type: High Quality Arts Programming

Grant ID: 77752517 Tejas Storytelling Associa�on
Tax ID: 75-2231093

Fiscal Year 2023
Period of Support: 9/1/2022 - 8/31/2023
Report ID: 3393
Report Due: 9/30/2023

Report Status: Approved

Due At: 9/30/2023

Submi�ed At: 8/27/2023

Approved On: 9/10/2023

Status Approved

Table Of Contents

Report Informa�on
Audience Informa�on
Ac�vity Loca�on
Cultural Tourism
Personnel Informa�on
Narra�ve Informa�on
Budget Informa�on
Report Verifica�on
Documents

Report Informa�on

Organization Name: Tejas Storytelling Association

Grant Number: 77752517

Grant Program: Cultural District Project

Priority Area: Economic Development

Project Title: Cultural District Project - High Quality Arts
Programming

Award Amount: $3,850.00

Authorizing Official:
(indicated on Grant)
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Is the  listed on the Grant Applica�on

up to date? No

New Authorized Official: Rick Davis

* Please follow up with the new authorized official and make sure they have an account *

Audience Informa�on

How many adults (over age 18) were engaged in    arts experiences?

Adults: 2646

How many children/youth (0-18 years) were engaged in    arts experiences?

Children/Youth: 26

For the next set of ques�ons, select all categories that, by your best es�mate, make up 25% or more of the
popula�on served directly by this performance. 

Popula�on Served by Race/Ethnicity: (W) White

Popula�on Served by Age: (04) Older Adults (65+ years)

Dis�nct Groups Served: (G) No single group made up 25%

Ac�vity Loca�on

Click on the PLUS SIGN to add a new venue.

Please provide the physical loca�on where your ac�vi�es occurred. If you conducted ac�vi�es in more than one
loca�on, please provide informa�on for each venue.

Venue   

Cultural Tourism

Authorized Official

"in person"

"in person"

Edit• Denton Civic Center
321 E. McKinney St.
Denton, Texas 76201
Days at Venue: 4

Edit• Emily Fowler Public Library
502 Oakland St.
Denton, Texas 76201
Days at Venue: 3

Edit• Woman's Club Building
610 Oakland Street
Denton, Texas 76201
Days at Venue: 3

Print View | Texas Commission on the Arts | Request Report | 1092572 https://arts.fluxx.io/request_reports/1092572?printable=1

2 of 6 5/7/2024, 11:51 AM

55

https://arts.fluxx.io/machine_models/1336656/edit
https://arts.fluxx.io/machine_models/1336656
https://arts.fluxx.io/machine_models/1336656
https://arts.fluxx.io/machine_models/1336659/edit
https://arts.fluxx.io/machine_models/1336659
https://arts.fluxx.io/machine_models/1336659
https://arts.fluxx.io/machine_models/1336661/edit
https://arts.fluxx.io/machine_models/1336661
https://arts.fluxx.io/machine_models/1336661


▼

▼

Did this project promote cultural and/or
heritage tourism?

Yes

Did you capture zip codes of a�endees? Yes

Es�mate number of state tourists (Texans
traveling at least 50 miles from home):

101 - 250

Es�mate number of na�onal tourists: 1 - 25

Es�mate number of interna�onal tourists: 1 - 25

Personnel Informa�on

How many ar�sts were 

Ar�sts directly involved: 32

How many ar�sts received a fee? 5

How many volunteers were directly
involved?

70

How many full-�me staff were directly
involved?

0

How many part-�me staff were directly
involved?

4

Narra�ve Informa�on

How did this grant benefit your organiza�on and/or community?

This grant which supported the Texas Storytelling Fes�val benefited the Denton organiza�on and community
educa�onally, culturally, and economically.

The 2023 Texas Storytelling Fes�val benefited the organiza�on educa�onally by providing workshops, master
classes, and performance opportuni�es to members. It benefited the Denton community by showcasing the art
form of storytelling at a level of excellence for both adults and children, which also benefited it culturally. A
total of 2672 people, 2646 adults and 26 children a�ended over 4 days, which required hotel stays. One fes�val
registrant reported that his expenses totaled $782.26, over and above fes�val registra�on. The fes�val hotels
reported over $18,000 in room nights, while local restaurants who catered fes�val meals realized a profit of
$1,000 per meal. In addi�on to these community benefits, the fes�val provided paid employment to self-
employed ar�sts.

Describe any notable results of this grant, including human interest stories.

Evalua�on comments Include:·       

 " While I adore personal stories, the folk tales that all the tellers shared pointed me toward possible addi�ons
to my own repertoire. I love hearing how each person interpreted the old tales."

" I was a first �me a�endee and loved it."

"This was a great and very well organized event! Great choice of featured Tellers, awesome workshops, and
welcoming camaraderie. Thank you."

" Very enjoyable experience. Event was VERY well organized. This was certainly appreciated. Meals were
delicious!"

directly involved?

Print View | Texas Commission on the Arts | Request Report | 1092572 https://arts.fluxx.io/request_reports/1092572?printable=1
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·"My husband and I were only able to get away for Saturday sessions but they were worth the 12 hour drive!"

19 evalua�on respondents (40%) found the featured teller concerts to be the most inspira�onal or engaging. 

Budget Informa�on

TCA Award:  $3,850.00

Please show the source(s) of your matching funding. This should be exactly equal to TCA award amount.

Matching fund sources

Income from programs (revenues from box office, admissions, memberships, tui�on, class/workshop fees).

Program income: $0.00

Net proceeds from gala / fundraiser / concessions / art sales / space rentals.

Fundraising proceeds: $0.00

Revenue derived from interest on investments and/or endowment.

Investments / endowment: $0.00

Direct cash contribu�ons from individuals

Cash contribu�ons: $0.00

Income or financial support from businesses and/or corpora�ons.

Business / corporate support: $0.00

Income or financial support from founda�ons.

Founda�on support: $0.00

Income or financial support from local, county, state, and/or federal governments. (Do NOT include TCA
funds.)

Government support: $3,850.00

Any addi�onal income, revenue, and/or financial support derived from a source not listed above.

Other support: $0.00

Details - Other support:

Total Matching Income: $3,850.00

Total Income (Total Matching Income +
TCA Award):

$7,700.00

Print View | Texas Commission on the Arts | Request Report | 1092572 https://arts.fluxx.io/request_reports/1092572?printable=1
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Please show the expense(s) paid with your matching funding and the TCA funding. These figures should
match the suppor�ng expense ledger you submit.

Grant Closeout Budget - Expenditures (award + match only)

Budget Expense Category
Closeout Budget:

Matching
Closeout Budget:

TCA Award

Administra�ve salaries, contracts, benefits

Ar�s�c salaries, contracts, benefits

Facility Costs $3,850.00

Marke�ng & Promo�on $3,850.00

Program/Exhibit produc�on costs

Capital expenditures

Other expenses

Budget Totals $3,850.00 $3,850.00

* Please be sure to u�lize the categories and totals shown in the budget table above when filling out the
Expense Ledger a�ached to this report.

Please affirm that these amounts are
s�ll correct:

Yes

All-Inclusive Budget

The closeout budget on these reports o�en does not reflect the full costs of the overall grant ac�vi�es. 
TCA wants to understand the actual total costs incurred by your organiza�on to realize this project (TCA
grant + your match + other funds you dedicated to this project).

Actual total cash expenses for this en�re
project:

$7,700.00

Actual total cash income for project: $7,700.00

Actual total in-kind (pro-bono services,
volunteer contribu�ons) for project:

$1,406.50

Report Verifica�on

I cer�fy that the informa�on reported
here is true and correct.

I agree

I understand that TCA may perform a site visit on my organiza�on. At that �me our organiza�on will produce
documenta�on to support the answers on this report form. Our organiza�on will keep all documenta�on

Print View | Texas Commission on the Arts | Request Report | 1092572 https://arts.fluxx.io/request_reports/1092572?printable=1
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related to this grant for an addi�onal 3 years, during which �me I can expect to receive at least one fiscal site
visit from TCA staff.

Acknowledgement: I agree

Documents

Please upload the following documents:

• Copy of the Expense Ledger spreadsheet documen�ng all of the grant expenditures.  Expense_Ledger_2
template found here.
• Addi�onal sta�s�cal informa�on on Cultural District Projects

Other Document

Please Note: If you click on the document name the file will download to your local instance.  Hover over the
document and click the magnifying glass on the right to preview the document before downloading.

REPORT ATTACHMENTS

Sta�s�cal Graphs of Evalua�ons.pdf

Sta�s�cal Informa�on
Added by Valerie Kimble at 12:44 PM on August 26, 2023

zip codes Fes�val 2023 Registrants.pdf

Sta�s�cal Informa�on
Added by Valerie Kimble at 12:43 PM on August 26, 2023

Expense_Ledger_ERF_CD_TSA.xls

Financial Documenta�on
Added by Valerie Kimble at 1:07 PM on August 22, 2023
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Texas Storytelling Festival 2023, Registrants Zip Codes – Out-of-State Codes Designated 

1 

Aguirre-Magana, Sandra sandra@yocuentocuentoz.com—  79912-2948 

Allison, Deb AnnTSAtexteller17@gmail.com—  76180 

Andrews, christopher gasturbinemanagement@charter.net—  76262 

Ausmus, Wanetta waynettawwr@yahoo.com—  75489 

Ayers, Beth bta1955@hotmail.com—  75071-8511 

Ayers, Mark bta1955@hotmail.com—  75071 

Babino, Mark mbabino16@gmail.compendingNo—  78202 

Babino, Mark mbabino16@gmail.com—  78202 

Baken, PaulThe Chickasaw Nation Creative Arts paul.baken@chickasaw.net—  74820 

Baker, Antony antony426@gmail.com—  75785 

Baker, Melina mgb099@gmail.com—  75785 

Beamon, Elizabeth magicbean2000@aol.com—  76247-6760 

Bibb Foltz, Becky katsniteout7@aol.com—  75150 

Bickel-Burton, JanetTSAtales2tell@rocketmail.com—  75081 

Bird, Diana rdcbird@yahoo.com1 guests with Bird, Diana0 / 1—  75022 

Blue, MaryAnnand David Coffman, MAB Storiesmabstories@me.com—  78247-3524 

Boerner, Phyllis phyllisboerner@gmail.com—  75160 

Bowles, Brian shinystar88usa@gmail.com—  75023 

Bowles, David AThe Westward Sagasdavid@westwardsagas.com—  78270-1561 

Brajer, Allen drabrajer@yahoo.com—  76308 

Brandenburg, Effi mr0752@gvtc.com—  78070 

Brewster, Elaine brewstersinger@me.com—  84604-4100 - UT 

Brock, David barefootbrock@gmail.com—  75104 

Brock, Dennis dbrock8979@aol.com—  75104 

Brock, Emily mleeib@aol.com—  75104 

Brundy, MichaelDallas Storytelling Guildmjbrundy@gmail.com—  76063-7624 

Bumgardner, Scott and MariaBum Investors, LLCbumscott@flash.net—  77271-0770 

Burton, Wilgus Wilgusb1@gmail.com—  75081 

Capps, Peggy peggycapps@gmail.com—  76201-4084 

 - OK
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Texas Storytelling Festival 2023, Registrants Zip Codes – Out-of-State Codes Designated 

2 

Carpenter Simon, Terri bbaggins@peoplepc.com—  77511 

Carter, RonaldTejaspoetdrummer1@yahoo.com—  76549 

Celentano, Mary Jane maryjanecelentano@gmail.com—  75205 

Cizek, FredIrving Public Libraryfcizek@cityofirving.org—  76180-6916 

Clauder, MargaretTSA, Texas Library Association, Texas Commission on the Arts, Teaching Artist Guild, Big 

Thought, Young Audiences of Abilene and Northeast Texas, and Mid America Arts 

Alliancemargaret@mcpshows.com—  76012-2037 

Claunch, David president@tejasstorytelling.com—  77004-6940 

Coffman, David david.a.coffman@outlook.com—  78247 

Cogan, Diana diane@coganweb.net—  75068 

Cogan, Kevin kevin@coganweb.net—  75068-2243 

Cohen, Nicki chavala4@gmail.com—  76209 

Compton, Stephany scompton@twu.edu—  76202-0238 

Conk, Robert renojoe916@gmail.com1 guests with Conk, Robert0 / 1—  76118 

Couch, Timothy B. timothy7774@att.net—  75243-7611 

Courtney, DonnaThe Chickasaw Nation Storytelling Programdonna.courtney2@chickasaw.net—  74820 = 

OK 

Craig, Joe artp56@hotmail.com—  73065 

Culmer, Kathy khculmer@aol.com—  77345-1854 

Curry, Lisa lcurry@gmail.com—  76201 

Daniels, Nancy nancydaniels536@gmail.com—  75042 

Davenport, Mel mdaven@aol.com—  75640 

Davis, RickCentral Texas Storytelling Guildriverwoodtx3@gmail.com—  78155 

Deanes, VivecaRockwall Storytelling Guildvdeanes@hotmail.com—  75189 

Dickinson, Ken dentonbard@gmail.com—  76201 

Douma, Eldrena bluecorn_teller@hotmail.com—  79015-3700 

Durant, CheyenneThe Chickasaw Nation Storytelling Programcheyenne.durant@chickasaw.net—  74820 

Escudier, Michelle maescu@aol.com—  78730 

Estes, Joe joefirefighter40@verizon.net—  75002 

Ezzell, Catherine cezzell24@gmail.com—  77802-5708 
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Fallis, Dianne diannec21@yahoo.com—  74006 - OK 

Farwell, Sarah cheseraph@gmail.com—  78957 

Fleischmann, Marian marianf44@gmail.com—  75149 

Garcia, Rebekah clamirgar@gmail.com—  76065 

Garrelts, Cindi cindigarrelts@yahoo.com—  43130 - OH 

Garrelts, Craig santacraig@yahoo.com—  43130 - OH 

Goodroe, Katie goodroe@earthlink.net—  77087 

Gregory, DaltonNonedaltonrgregory@gmail.com—  76209 

Hanson, Carol chastan613@gmail.com—  75056 

Hanson, Faye gtstoryteller@gmail.com—  72116 - AR 

Hard, EllyToastmasters Internationalelly.hard@gmail.com—  77339 

Hardman, Alton (Tony)Territory Tellerstony.hardman@opsu.edu—  73939 - OK 

Harper, Dale harperkendall813@yahoo.com—  75650 

Harper, Kendall harperkendall813@yahoo.com—  75650 

Helmick-Richardson, Gene —  74228 

Helmick-Richardson, Peggy twiceuponatime@sbcglobal.net—  75228 

Holleman, Marsha holleman78@comcast.net—  77021 

Holleman, Warren warrenholleman7@gmail.com—  77021 

Holmes, Regina msreginasvoice@aol.com—  77705-3440 

Hooter, Lisa mtlisahoot@yahoo.com—  78247 

Ingham, Donna and Jerry tell.write@gmail.com—  78605 

Jarvis, wendy wendyjarvis24@gmail.com—  78217 

Jochum, Lucy —  76901 

Jones, Daniel P. poohjones2010@yahoo.com—  75563-7347 

Jones, Mari Lyn marilyn.jones@alumni.austinseminary.edu—  76522 

Jordan,, Sally jeremysbooks@comcast.net—  77062-4433 

Judkins, BarbaraTexas Historical Commissionjudkinsbr@gmail.com—  75670 

Keith, Dean dkeith6405@gmail.com—  75010-1187 

Keller, Cat catkeller4@gmail.com—  77062 
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Ketner, Mary GraceSan Antonio Storytellers Associationmarygraceketner@gmail.com—  

78210-1220 Kimble, Valerie kimblevalerie@yahoo.com—  73072-1911 - OK 

King, David jwrevdave@aol.com—  77465 

King, ObaSmall Town Storyteller Touring Nationallypoeticstoryteller@att.net—  76140 

Kracht, Erin kracerin40@gmail.com—  77802 

Kracht, Jim jimkracht@tamu.edu—  77802 

Kuentz, SueSASAsue.kuentz@gmail.com—  78163-3921 

Lack, John Jclack@aol.com—  78015 

Lack, Pamela pamejo143@aol.com—  78015 

LaGitana, Natasha nlagitana@gmail.com—  78736-7997 

Lee, Keren bonitadlee@gmail.com—  75115 

Legaux, VanoraNational Association of Black Storytellersvflegaux@hotmail.com—  70056 LA

Lehman, Kim kimlehman123@gmail.com—  78957 

Lewis, Susan sblewis610@gmail.com—  76901-9504 

Logan, Diana dilo1953@sbcglobal.net—  76008 

Love, Jenna —  34119Lucas, Carolyn carolynllucas@yahoo.com—  76180-6342 

Lysell, MarkMr.mdlysell@yahoo.com—  75075 

Lysell, MollyMr.mdlysell@yahoo.com—  75075 

Manning, Marley msdjamanning@gmail.com—  76643 

Manning, Sharon books2921@aol.com—  76013-2037 

Mantooth, Brenda bkmantooth@yahoo.com—  78024 

Matthews, Nancy nancymattews1023@gmail.com—  77375 

McCluer, Steve steve.mccluer@ieee.org—  75287-4918 

Mcgee, Roy mcgeeroy@verizon.net—  76244 

McGrew, Saniyah apmcgrew@gmail.com—  75104 

McLaughlin, Jaye jayemclaughlin@gmail.com—  76209 

Melton, Linda lkm1951@yahoo.com—  76227-3713 

Mills, Carol brodersandmills@yahoo.com—  75228 

Monogue, sandra sandylynn.sm@gmail.com—  75032 
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Moore, Quincy anmoten@outlook.com—  76704 

Mosier, Betsy betsymosier@gmail.com—  92627 - CA 

Munoz, Ines Minimooonz@aol.com—  77345 

Murdock, Tamera —  64109 - MO 

Myers, Brooks bmyers2@austin.rr.com—  78723-3488 

Nickerson, Norma njn.pgr@att.net—  76208 

Niemi, Loren niemistory@gmail.com—  55403 - MN 

O'Brien, Valerie vobrien1955@gmail.com—  77802-1471 

Ott, Reba and Granville gott_austin@yahoo.com—  78613 

Oyakawa, Ella ellaoyakawa@gmail.com—  75078 

Parkhurst, TedParkhurst Brothers Publishersted.parkhurst@gmail.com—  49665 - MI 

Perkins, Haley hnperkins28@gmail.com—  75092 

Perkins, ShaunRural Oklahoma Museum of Poetryrompoetry@gmail.com—  74352 - OK 

PETERS, FREDtagsmyfredy@yahoo.com—  78501 

Pipkin, Pam pam.pipkin3@gmail.com—  75662-4150 

Porter, Paul sfssg100@gmail.com1 guests with Porter, Paul0 / 1—  75116 

Pottle, Connie cpottle5@yahoo.com—  43202 - OH

Powers, Jiaanand Gary Pattonjiaanpowers@jiaanpowers.com—  75229-5302 

Profitt, Kevin Kevinprofitt95@gmail.com—  75043 

Pruitt, Annabel Pruitt.Eva@gmail.com—  76706 

Quiles, LindaLillian Elementary SchoolLquiles@alvaradoisd.net—  76059 

Rarey, KanuteMountain Area Storytellerskanutetells@gmail.com—  28904-4754 – N.C. 

Rash, Jacqulin Lynn jrash.storyteller@gmail.com—  76012-5018 

Ray, Anita araydallas@aol.com—  75219 

Reck, Heather hreck9@gmail.com2 guests with Reck, Heather0 / 2—  76110 

Reid, Sarah Grant stvgg523@gmail.com—  75234 

Rivera, AnitaDiscovery Village at Alliance Town Centerarivera@discoveryvillages.com11 guests with 

Rivera, Anita0 / 11—  76137 

Roady, David david@davidroady.com—  76502 
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Roady, Marguerite m.roady@sbcglobal.net—  76502 

Rogers, Jean Ellen jeanellenr@hotmail.com—  76205-8211 

Roubicek, Hank roubey@aol.com—  77007 

Russell, Margaret margaretltrussell@yahoo.com—  76131 

Rutherford, VivianHeart of Texas Storytelling Guildvivian.rutherford@thestorylady.org—  76655 

Sallade, Karla mrotm6971@frontier.com—  76209 

Salmi, Thomas tsalmi@ymail.com—  76039 

Sanders, Betty bbsanders81@outlook.com—  73112 

Sanders, Wendy wendysanders796@yahoo.com—  75121 

Sandy, Wayne wayne.sandy1256@gmail.com—  75056 

Schlegel, Paula paula.schlegel@yahoo.com—  79015 

Schultz, DaleTarrant Area Guild of Storytellersdale@daleschultz.net—  76021 

Schultz, Diana dianaeschultz@gmail.com—  76021 

Scott, Cynthia dakiniontheloose@gmail.com—  76086 

Self, Dr. Nancy nself42@gmail.com—  77845-5239 

Shiring, David dshiring1@verizon.net—  75007 

Simmons, Toni toni@tonisimmons.com—  77056-5789 

Simpson, Nancy nancy_gary_simpson@att.net—  78732 

Smith, Cathy cathygarden@live.com—  76226 

Smith, Karen karen.smithredrose@gmail.com1 guests with Smith, Karen0 / 1—  75077

Smith, Minetta msbooklady@sbcglobal.net—  75080-5632 

Stallings, Fran fran.stallings@icloud.com—  74006-5419 - OK 

Stallings, Julia julia.stallings@gmail.com—  76248 

Stanley, Pamela pjae5055@gmail.com—  76132 

Stephens, Richard akubradude@gmail.com—  75081 

Taylor, David david4040@aol.com—  75028 

Teller, RaineHashem's House Internationalrebbaraine@gmail.com—  78745-7984 

Thompson, David belstories@yahoo.com—  78741-3706 

Titus, David davethestringman@gmail.com—  73502-1406 
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Toombs, Margo Stutts bboop7@flash.net—  77018 

Townsend, Kathy kst7@verizon.net—  75041 

Vice, Kathy —  63132Vice, Ric ricvice@att.net—  63132 - MO

Vogel, Carlela carlelavogel@earthlink.net—  76108-9475 

Waddell, DebbieCreate Storytellingdramamamadebbie@yahoo.com—  75060 

Walker, Stephanie smkay.walker@gmail.com—  77705 

Watson, Karen tiading@yahoo.com—  76633 

Weems, Chester and Velma cjweems19@gmail.com—  73099-6148 - OK 

Weems, Chester and Velma cjweems19@gmail.com—  73099-6148 - OK 

Whitney, Marilyn marilynewhitney@yahoo.com1 guests with Whitney, Marilyn0 / 1—  76063 

Wilder, Deborah deborahwilder1@gmail.com—  78749-2909 

Wilder, Scott deborahwilder1@gmail.com—  78749 

Williams, Carolyn mrsgpw@gmail.com—  75662 

Williams, Karen kwill10364@aol.com—  77002 

Williams, Peggy pjwillia@sbcglobal.net—  75081 

Winters, Michael m_r_winters@yahoo.com—  77004 

Wu, ShinyShiny Star Education Centershinyangela@aol.com—  75023-5911 

Wynveen, Laredo wynveenB@gmail.com—  76655 

Ying, Joel joel.ying@gmail.com—  34119No entry40  - FL 
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TCA Grant Number:  77750901 Organization: 

Expense Categories: Check Number Date Payee Total Check 
Amount

Portion Attributed 
to Grant + Match

ADMINISTRATIVE
(salaries, contracts, benefits)

Total Administrative $0.00 $0.00
ARTISTIC 
(salaries, contracts, benefits)

Total Artistic $0.00 $0.00
FACILITY COSTS

7782 03/08/2023 City of Denton (Civic Center rental) $6,149.47 $3,850.00
Total Facilities $6,149.47 $3,850.00

MARKETING & PROMOTION 11222* 3/8/2023 KERA $4,250.00 $3,850.00
*Matching funds from separate TSA

account.
Total Marketing $4,250.00 $3,850.00

PROGRAM/EXHIBITION 
(production costs)

Total Programming $0.00 $0.00
SUBGRANTING
(can be used only for match)

Total Subgranting $0.00 $0.00
OTHER EXPENSES
(detail each item individually)

Total Other Expenses $0.00 $0.00

GRAND TOTAL $10,399.47 $7,700.00
PORTION TOTAL 
should be 2 times 

your award

NOTES TO TCA STAFF: 
(check variances; percentage breakdown of 
salaries when partial; description of how 

      

Tejas Storytelling Association

*Matching funds from separate TSA account funded by City of Denton Hotel Occupancy grant. These funds must be segregated 
into separate account by contract.
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salaries when partial; description of how 
services, materials, costs apply to grant; 
etc.)
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The Original Denton District 

215 E. McKinney St., Denton, TX 76201 ■ (940) 349-7776 

 

 

 www.OriginalDentonDistrict.com  

 
June 15, 2024 
 
Gary Gibbs, Ph.D.  
Executive Director 
Texas Commission on the Arts 
Cultural District Grant Program 
PO Box 13406 
Austin, TX 78711 
 
 
Dear Dr. Gibbs:  
 
This letter is to express the full support of the City of Denton for the Tejas Storytelling Association’s application for the 
Arts Respond – Cultural District Project grant.  
 
In 2025, the Tejas Storytelling Association (TSA) will celebrate the 40th year of hosting the Tejas Storytelling Festival 
in Denton. TSA is requesting $7,000 to help defray part of the rental cost of the Denton Civic Center for the 2025 
Festival.  
 
The Tejas Storytelling Association first hosting its namesake festival in 1985 and over the years has welcomed to 
Denton some of the nation’s foremost storytelling talents. Performers and members of the audience come from 
throughout Texas, and some from much farther afield. The Tejas Storytelling Festival provides an economic benefit to 
the Original Denton District and to the city both by bringing visitors into town, and by providing culturally diverse tales 
and talents for Denton residents. More than 2,500 people visit the festival every year, and last year’s festival featured 
32 storytelling artists. 
 
 
We are honored and pleased to support this application for your consideration.  
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Cassey Ogden,   
Assistant City Manager  
City of Denton   
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AGENDA CAPTION
Receive a report, hold a discussion, and give staff direction regarding the Original Denton District's support for
Theatre Denton’s application for a $18,000.00 grant from the Texas Commission on the Arts (TCA) Arts
Respond - Cultural District Project grant program.
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AGENDA INFORMATION SHEET 

 
DEPARTMENT: Parks and Recreation  
 
ACM:   Christine Taylor, Assistant City Manager  
 
DATE:  June 6, 2024 
 
SUBJECT  
Receive a report, hold a discussion, and give staff direction regarding the Original Denton District's support 
for Theatre Denton’s application for a $18,000.00 grant from the Texas Commission on the Arts (TCA) Arts 
Respond - Cultural District Project grant program. 
 
BACKGROUND  
Mike Barrow, Managing Director of the Theatre Denton, contacted the City of Denton requesting a letter of 
support from the Original Denton District (ODD) for an application being made to the Texas Commission on 
the Arts (TCA) Arts Respond – Cultural District Project grant program, which is due by June 15, 2024.  
 
Theatre Denton has provided high quality, professional theatrical performances at Denton’s Campus Theatre 
since 1995. Theatre Denton is asking for TCA support in the amount of $18,000.00 to help defray the cost of 
honoraria paid to musicians for the 2024/2025 Main Stage Musical Series. The series will include a total of 
four full-scale musical productions involving 66 musicians with 16 calls each. The total honoraria cost of 
these performances is $36,960.00 
 
Theatre Denton brings more than 16,000 visitors to the Campus Theatre within the Original Denton District. 
Additionally, performances at the Campus Theatre help to financially support a larger community of musical 
and dramatic artists as well as production-related artisans. The organization has been regularly receiving 
funding from the TCA for 30 years. Their most recent closeout report from the previous year shows grant 
support from the TCA in the amount of $2,475.00 to support improvements to the Campus Theatre marquee.  
 
The exhibits below include a draft letter of support for Theatre Denton’s grant application, which is a TCA 
requirement for applying for this grant opportunity.  
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
Staff recommends approval for the letter of support from the Original Denton District, signed by the City 
Manager’s or her Designee expressing the cultural district’s support for the grant application.  
 

City   o f   D enton   
C i t y   Hall   

21 5   E.   M c Ki nn e y   Street   
De n t o n ,   T e x as   

  w w w . c i t y o f d e n t o n . c o m   
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EXHIBITS  
Exhibit 1 - Agenda Information Sheet 
Exhibit 2 - Letter of Request 
Exhibit 3 - Theatre Denton Closeout Report FY22-23 
Exhibit 4 - Draft Letter of Support 

 

         Respectfully submitted:   
Gary Packan, Director, Parks and Recreation  

 
 
Prepared by: 
Omar Siddiqi, Admin. Analyst, Parks and Recreation Department 
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The Original Denton District 

215 E. McKinney St., Denton, TX 76201 ■ (940) 349-7776 

 

 

 www.OriginalDentonDistrict.com  

 
June 15, 2024 
 
Gary Gibbs, Ph.D.  
Executive Director 
Texas Commission on the Arts 
Cultural District Grant Program 
PO Box 13406 
Austin, TX 78711 
 
 
Dear Dr. Gibbs:  
 
This letter is to express the full support of the City of Denton for Theatre Denton’s application for the Arts Respond – 
Cultural District Project grant.  
 
Theatre Denton has provided high quality, professional theatrical performances at Denton’s historic Campus Theatre 
since 1995. Theatre Denton is asking for grant funding in the amount of $18,000.00 to help defray the cost of honoraria 
paid to musicians for the 2024/2025 Main Stage Musical Series. The series will include a total of four full-scale musical 
productions involving 66 musicians with 16 calls each. The total honoraria cost of these performances is $36,960.00 
 
Theatre Denton brings more than 16,000 visitors to the Campus Theatre within the Original Denton District. Additionally, 
performances at the Campus Theatre help to financially support a larger community of musical and dramatic artists as 
well as production-related artisans. The Campus Theatre is a touchstone cultural asset in the Original Denton District 
that has had the great benefit of generous TCA support throughout its 30-year history.  
 
We are honored and pleased to support this application for your consideration.  
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Cassey Ogden,   
Assistant City Manager  
City of Denton   
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AGENDA INFORMATION SHEET 

 
DEPARTMENT: Parks and Recreation  
 
ACM:   Christine Taylor, Assistant City Manager  
 
DATE:  June 6, 2024 
 
SUBJECT  
Receive a report, hold a discussion, and give staff direction regarding the Original Denton District's support 
for Texas Filmmakers Corporation’s application for a $20,000.00 grant from the Texas Commission on the 
Arts (TCA) Arts Respond - Cultural District Project grant program. 
 
BACKGROUND  
Joshua Butler, President of Texas Filmmakers Corporation, the producers of Denton’s Thin Line Film 
Festival, contacted the City of Denton requesting a letter of support from the Original Denton District (ODD) 
for an application being made to the Texas Commission on the Arts (TCA) Arts Respond – Cultural District 
Project grants program, which is due June 15, 2024.  
 
Texas Filmmakers Corporation is requesting $20,000.00 of grant funding from the TCA to support musical 
performances at the 2025 Thin Line Festival which will take place April 23-27. The year 2025 will witness 
the 18th annual Thin Line Festival, Texas’s longest running film festival specifically dedicated to the art and 
science of documentary film making. All elements of the Thin Line Festival take place within the Original 
Denton District. The Texas Filmmakers Corporation metrics show that at least 15,000 individuals attended at 
least one element of the festival during a given year, making the Thin Line Festival one of Denton’s major 
events. Particularly significant is the fact that over 60% of festival attendees come to the festival from zip 
codes outside of Denton.  
 
The Texas Filmmakers Corporation received TCA funding in FY 22-23 in the amount of $3,500.00 to support 
artist salaries. The Corporation were not eligible to apply for funding in FY23-24 because their operating 
budget fell below the $50k threshold required by the TCA. They are now again eligible for TCA funding in 
FY 24-25.  
 
The exhibits below include a draft letter of support for the Texas Filmmakers Corporation’s grant application, 
which is a TCA requirement for applying for this grant opportunity.  
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
Staff recommends approval for the letter of support from the Original Denton District, signed by the City 
Manager’s or her Designee expressing the cultural district’s support for the grant application.  
 

City   o f   D enton   
C i t y   Hall   

21 5   E.   M c Ki nn e y   Street   
De n t o n ,   T e x as   

  w w w . c i t y o f d e n t o n . c o m   
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EXHIBITS  
Exhibit 1 - Agenda Information Sheet 
Exhibit 2 - Letter of Request 
Exhibit 3 - Texas Filmmakers Closeout Report FY22-23 
Exhibit 4 - Draft Letter of Support 

 

         Respectfully submitted:   
Gary Packan, Director, Parks and Recreation  

 
 
Prepared by: 
Omar Siddiqi, Admin. Analyst, Parks and Recreation Department 
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▼

▼

REPORT

Arts Respond Project
Priority: Economic Development

Grant ID: 77753744 Texas Filmmakers
Tax ID: 27-0098133

Fiscal Year 2023
Period of Support: 3/1/2023 - 4/30/2023
Report ID: 3535
Report Due: 5/31/2023

Report Status: Approved

 

Due At:  5/31/2023

Submi�ed At:  6/6/2023

Approved On:  6/30/2023

Status  Approved

 

Table Of Contents

Report Informa�on
Audience Informa�on
Ac�vity Loca�on
Cultural Tourism
Personnel Informa�on
Narra�ve Informa�on
Budget Informa�on
Report Verifica�on
Documents

Report Informa�on

Organization Name: Texas Filmmakers

Grant Number: 77753744

Grant Program: Arts Respond Project

Priority Area: Economic Development

Project Title: Arts Respond Economic Development

Award Amount: $3,500.00

Authorizing Official:
(indicated on Grant)

 

Is the  listed on the Grant Applica�on
up to date?  Yes

Authorized Official
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▼

▼

Audience Informa�on

How many adults (over age 18) were engaged in    arts experiences?
Adults:  8500

How many children/youth (0-18 years) were engaged in    arts experiences?
Children/Youth:  0

For the next set of ques�ons, select all categories that, by your best es�mate, make up 25% or more of the
popula�on served directly by this performance. 

Popula�on Served by Race/Ethnicity:  (W) White

Popula�on Served by Age:  (03) Adults (25-64 years)

Dis�nct Groups Served:  (G) No single group made up 25%

Ac�vity Loca�on

Click on the PLUS SIGN to add a new venue.

Please provide the physical loca�on where your ac�vi�es occurred. If you conducted ac�vi�es in more than one
loca�on, please provide informa�on for each venue.

Venue   

"in person"

"in person"

EditCampus Theatre
214 W Hickory St
Denton, Texas 76201
Days at Venue: 5

EditDan's Silverleaf
103 Industrial St
Denton, Texas 76201
Days at Venue: 4

EditRubber Gloves
411 E Sycamore
Denton, Texas 76205
Days at Venue: 4

EditSunago Bell
101 S Locust St 8th Floor
Denton, Texas 76201
Days at Venue: 5

EditAndy's
122 N Locust
Denton, Texas 76201
Days at Venue: 3

EditHarvest House
331 E Hickory St
Denton, Texas 76201
Days at Venue: 3

EditSteve's Wine Bar
111 Industrial St
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▼

▼

▼

Cultural Tourism

Did this project promote cultural and/or
heritage tourism?

 Yes

Did you capture zip codes of a�endees?  Yes

Es�mate number of state tourists (Texans
traveling at least 50 miles from home):

 501 - 1000

Es�mate number of na�onal tourists:  101 - 250

Es�mate number of interna�onal tourists:  1 - 25

Personnel Informa�on

How many ar�sts were 
Ar�sts directly involved:  206

How many ar�sts received a fee?  128

How many volunteers were directly
involved?

 64

How many full-�me staff were directly
involved?

 0

How many part-�me staff were directly
involved?

 0

Narra�ve Informa�on

How did this grant benefit your organiza�on and/or community?

We were so happy to receive a grant as a part of the Cultural District grant. These funds help us get through
COVID. But then we were disqualified the following year (PY 2023) because our budget dropped below $50K
(even though this was due to COVID). This put us at a huge loss for this year and is why these Arts Respond
funds were so important. We were able to use these funds to bring amazing talent to the fes�val from around
the state and na�on. We delivered a remarkable five-day event that included hundreds of ar�sts and makers.
A�endees came from everywhere to enjoy the Denton community our the fes�val programming.

Denton, Texas 76201
Days at Venue: 3

EditCenter for Visual Arts
400 E Hickory
Denton, Texas 76201
Days at Venue: 5

EditCourthouse Lawn
33.21465496670013 and -97.13261301817172
Days at Venue: 1

EditDenton Makers Fest
33.215517806563504 and -97.13283094037232
Days at Venue: 1

EditDenton County Brewing Co
200 E McKinney
Denton, Texas 76201
Days at Venue: 1

directly involved?
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▼

 

Describe any notable results of this grant, including human interest stories.

One of our biggest films this year was Breaking the Code, about Fort Worth-based ar�st Vernon Fisher. Fisher
passed away only days before the screening made its World Premiere in Dallas (swiped out from under us at
the last minute!). Despite the screenings in Dallas, Vernon's family and long�me friends chose our screening in
Denton to a�end and remember Vernon. It was a wonderful screening and during the Q&A the family all
shared stories of Vernon. It was exactly the experience we hope for at our fes�val, an in�mate story on screen
followed by an in�mate experience with those connected to the film. It also meant so much to Vernon's family
so thank you for suppor�ng our fes�val!

 

Budget Informa�on

TCA Award:  $3,500.00

Please show the source(s) of your matching funding. This should be exactly equal to TCA award amount.
 

Matching fund sources

Income from programs (revenues from box office, admissions, memberships, tui�on, class/workshop fees).
Program income:  $0.00

 

Net proceeds from gala / fundraiser / concessions / art sales / space rentals.
Fundraising proceeds:  $0.00

 

Revenue derived from interest on investments and/or endowment.
Investments / endowment:  $0.00

 

Direct cash contribu�ons from individuals
Cash contribu�ons:  $0.00

 

Income or financial support from businesses and/or corpora�ons.
Business / corporate support:  $3,500.00

 

Income or financial support from founda�ons.
Founda�on support:  $0.00

 

Income or financial support from local, county, state, and/or federal governments. (Do NOT include TCA
funds.)
Government support:  $0.00

 

Any addi�onal income, revenue, and/or financial support derived from a source not listed above.
Other support:  $0.00

Details - Other support:  
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▼

▼

Total Matching Income:  $3,500.00

Total Income (Total Matching Income +
TCA Award):

 $7,000.00

 

 

Please show the expense(s) paid with your matching funding and the TCA funding. These figures should
match the suppor�ng expense ledger you submit.

Grant Closeout Budget - Expenditures (award + match only)

Budget Expense Category Closeout Budget:
Matching

Closeout Budget:
TCA Award

Administra�ve salaries, contracts, benefits

Ar�s�c salaries, contracts, benefits $3,500.00 $3,500.00

Facility Costs

Marke�ng & Promo�on

Program/Exhibit produc�on costs

Capital expenditures

Other expenses

Budget Totals $3,500.00 $3,500.00

* Please be sure to u�lize the categories and totals shown in the budget table above when filling out the
Expense Ledger a�ached to this report.

 

Please affirm that these amounts are
s�ll correct:

 Yes

 

All-Inclusive Budget

The closeout budget on these reports o�en does not reflect the full costs of the overall grant ac�vi�es. 
TCA wants to understand the actual total costs incurred by your organiza�on to realize this project (TCA
grant + your match + other funds you dedicated to this project). 

Actual total cash expenses for this en�re
project:

 $125,650.00

Actual total cash income for project:  $95,052.00

Actual total in-kind (pro-bono services,
volunteer contribu�ons) for project:

 $66,400.00

 

Report Verifica�on
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▼

I cer�fy that the informa�on reported
here is true and correct.

 I agree

I understand that TCA may perform a site visit on my organiza�on. At that �me our organiza�on will produce
documenta�on to support the answers on this report form. Our organiza�on will keep all documenta�on
related to this grant for an addi�onal 3 years, during which �me I can expect to receive at least one fiscal site
visit from TCA staff.
Acknowledgement:  I agree

Documents

Please upload the following documents:

Copy of the Expense Ledger spreadsheet documen�ng all of the grant expenditures.  Expense_Ledger_2
template found here.

Other Document

 

Please Note: If you click on the document name the file will download to your local instance.  Hover over the
document and click the magnifying glass on the right to preview the document before downloading.

REPORT ATTACHMENTS

2023 Expense Ledger.xls
Financial Documenta�on
Added by Joshua Butler at 2:19 PM on June 6, 2023
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The Original Denton District 

215 E. McKinney St., Denton, TX 76201 ■ (940) 349-7776 

 

 

 www.OriginalDentonDistrict.com  

 
June 15, 2024 
 
Gary Gibbs, Ph.D.  
Executive Director 
Texas Commission on the Arts 
Cultural District Grant Program 
PO Box 13406 
Austin, TX 78711 
 
 
Dear Dr. Gibbs:  
 
This letter is to express the full support of the City of Denton for Texas Filmmaker Corporation’s application for the Arts 
Respond – Cultural District Project grant.  
 
Texas Filmmakers Corporation is requesting $20,000.00 of grant funding from the TCA to support musical 
performances at the 2025 Thin Line Festival which will take place April 23-27. The year 2025 will witness the 18th 
annual Thin Line Festival, Texas’s longest running film festival specifically dedicated to the art and science of 
documentary film making.  
 
All elements of the Thin Line Festival take place within the Original Denton District. The Texas Filmmakers Corporation 
metrics show that at least 15,000 individuals attended at least one element of the festival during a given year, making 
the Thin Line Festival one of Denton’s major events. Particularly significant is the fact that over 60% of festival attendees 
come to the festival from zip codes outside of Denton.  
 
 
We are honored and pleased to support this application for your consideration.  
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Cassey Ogden,   
Assistant City Manager  
City of Denton   
 

94



City of Denton

Legislation Text

City Hall
215 E. McKinney St.
Denton, Texas 76201
www.cityofdenton.com

File #: PAC24-015, Version: 1

AGENDA CAPTION
Receive a report, hold a discussion, and give staff direction regarding the Original Denton District's support for
the Denton Festival Foundation’s application for a $15,000 grant from the Texas Commission on the Arts
(TCA) Arts Respond - Cultural District Project grant program.

City of Denton Printed on 5/31/2024Page 1 of 1

powered by Legistar™ 95

http://www.legistar.com/


 
AGENDA INFORMATION SHEET 

 
DEPARTMENT: Parks and Recreation  
 
ACM:   Christine Taylor, Assistant City Manager  
 
DATE:  June 6, 2024 
 
SUBJECT  
Receive a report, hold a discussion, and give staff direction regarding the Original Denton District's support 
for the Denton Festival Foundation’s application for a $15,000 grant from the Texas Commission on the Arts 
(TCA) Arts Respond - Cultural District Project grant program. 
 
BACKGROUND  
Kevin Lechler, Executive Director of the Denton Festival Foundation, contacted the City of Denton requesting 
a letter of support from the Original Denton District (ODD) for an application being made to the Texas 
Commission on the Arts (TCA) Arts Respond – Cultural District Project grant program, which is due by June 
15, 2024.  
 
The Denton Festival Foundation hosts the Denton Arts & Jazz Festival. The festival is the largest and most 
popular public event held in Denton on an annual basis. The three (3)-day event, established in 1981, is free 
to the public and attracts more than 225,000 attendees each year with seven stages, 3,000 artists, 2,500 
performances, and over 250 arts and crafts booths. In 2025 the festival will take place October 3, 4, and 5.  
 
For FY24-25 the Denton Festival Foundation is applying for $15,000 to help defray costs of hiring 
professional musicians for the Denton Arts & Jazz Festival. The Foundation has applied for TCA funding in 
the past, including in FY 23-24, when they received $10,200 from the Texas Commission on the Arts, also to 
defray costs of hiring musicians. In their closeout reporting, the Denton Festival Foundation reports visitor 
numbers in excess of 150,000 over the three days of the festival.  
 
The exhibits below include a draft letter of support for the Denton Festival Foundation’s grant application, 
which is a TCA requirement for applying for this grant opportunity.  
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
Staff recommends approval for the letter of support from the Original Denton District, signed by the City 
Manager’s or her Designee expressing the cultural district’s support for the grant application.  
 

City   o f   D enton   
C i t y   Hall   

21 5   E.   M c Ki nn e y   Street   
De n t o n ,   T e x as   

  w w w . c i t y o f d e n t o n . c o m   
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EXHIBITS  
Exhibit 1 - Agenda Information Sheet 
Exhibit 2 - Letter of Request 
Exhibit 3 – Denton Festival Foundation Closeout Report FY22-23 
Exhibit 4 - Draft Letter of Support 

 

         Respectfully submitted:   
Gary Packan, Director, Parks and Recreation  

 
 
Prepared by: 
Omar Siddiqi, Admin. Analyst, Parks and Recreation Department 
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Denton
Arts&jgzz
FESTIVAL

May 08, 2024

Denton  Festival  Foundation,  lnc.
733  Fort Worth  Drive, Suite #99

Denton, TX 76201
940.565.0931

www.dentoniazzfest.com

Omar Siddiqi

City of Denton  Parks and  Recreation  Department
321  E.  MCKinney Street

Denton, TX 76201

Dear omar:

The  Denton  Festival  Foundation,  lnc.  respectfully requests inclusion  in the Original  Denton  District for

the annual  Denton Arts and Jazz Festival on October 3, 4 and 5, 2025. The Festival  Foundation will  be
applying for $15,000.00 in grant funds from the Texas Commission on the Arts for the  2025 event. Grant
funds received will  be applied to professional  musician salaries for the event.\
The Festival  Foundation  has received funding through the TCA Cultural District granting process since the
2020-2021 cycle. We have also participated in several other of TCA's funding initiatives including the Arts
Respond and Arts Create funding programs. All funding received  has supported the Denton Arts and Jazz
Festival which occurs annually at Quakertown  Park within the Original  Denton  District.

The  Denton Arts and Jazz Festival is a celebration of the arts and  music enjoyed by over 225,000 annually
who enj.oy more than 2500 performances on six different stages.  The music represents most every genre
of music, dance, theatre and art. Artisans and Craftspeople from all over the country come to display and
sell their wares. The is a Kidzone where the youngsters can create their own masterpiece or try their
hand at a variety of musical instruments. The fun is rounded out by a huge variety of food around every
corner. Most importantly, the event is free and open to the public to any and all can come and enjoy the
festivities.

The Denton Arts and Jazz Festival celebrates community. The event is presented for the community by
the community and it represents the unique cultural assets that make Denton unique. In short, it is all
things to all people -a  mirror image of the community in which it was born -part bohemian, part
sophistication but totally and  unapologetically 100% Denton. Three days of family fun  made  possible by
more than 25,0000 man hours each year given  by the community to make it happen.

The Denton Festival Foundation greatly appreciates the past support and your considerati.on for
contl.nuing our participation  in the Original  Denton  District.  Please  let me  know if you  have questions or
need additional  information.

Sincerely,

Kevin  Lechler,  Executive  Director

Denton  Festival Foundati.on,  lnc.

The  Denton  Festival  Foundation,  lnc.  is a  501   (c)  (3)  nonprofit organization  and  is  responsible for the

production  of the annual  Denton Arts and Jazz Festival. 98



REPORT

Cultural  District Project

Cultural  District: The Original  Denton  District

App Type:  High Quality Arts  Programming

Grant lD:  77752810

Fiscal Year 2023

Period of Support: 9/1/2022 -8/31/2023
Report lD: 3413

Report Due: 9/30/2023

Report Status: Approved

Due At:

Submitted At:

Approved On:

Status

T  Table Of Contents

Report Information
Audience  Information
Activity Location
Cultural Tourism

Personnel  lnformatl.on
Narrative  Information
Budget Information

Reportverificati.on
Documents

V  Report Information

Organization  Name:

Grant Number:

Grant Program:

Priority Area:

Project Title:

Award Amount:

Authorizing  Official:
(indicated on Grant)

9|30|2:fJ2:3

9|3;fj|2fn:3

L1/2/2!02:3

Approved

Denton  Festival  Foundation
Tax  lD:  75-1704906

Denton  Festival  Foundation

77752810

Cultural  District  Project

Economic Development

Cultural  District Project -High  Quality Arts
Programming

$10,200.00

|s the Authorized Official  listed on the Grant Application

up to date?                                                                  Yes
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T  Audience  Information

How many adults (over age 18) were engaged in  "in Person"   arts experiences?

Adults:                                                                                150000

How many children/youth (0-18 years) were engaged in  "in Person"   arts experiences?

Children/Youth :                                                           10000

For the next set of questions, select all categories that, by your best estimate, make up 25% or more of the

population served directly  by this  performance.

Population served by Race/Ethnicity:               (G)  No single racial/ethnic group made up 25%

Population served by Age:                                      (09) No single age group made up 25%

Distinct Groups served:                                             (G)  No single group made up 25%

Y  Actl.vity  Location

Click on the  PLUS SIGN to add  cl  new venue.

please  provide the  physical  location where your activities occurred.  If you  conducted activ.Ities in mc]re thcin one

location, please provide information for each venue.

Venue

•  Quakertown Park
321  E  NCKinney Street

Denton, Texas 76201
Days at Venue: 3

T  Cultural Tourism

Did this project promote cultural and/or        Yes
heritage tourism?

Did you capture zip codes of attendees?         No

Estimate numberofstatetourists (Texans      1001 -3000
traveling at least 50 miles from home):

Estimate number of national tourists:              501 -1000

Estimate number of international tourists:    1 -25

T  Personnel Information

How many artists were directly involved?

Artists directly involved: 2000

How many artists received a fee?                      1000

How many volunteers were directly                 350
involved?

How many full-time staff were directly           1
involved?

How many part-time staff were directly         1
involved?

Edit ©
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How did this grant benefit your organization and/or community?

The Denton Arts and Jazz Fest].val attracts hundreds of thousands to Denton's downtown area. A free, three day
event featuring six stages of continuous live music, fine art vendors, crafts vendors and the best festival food
around every corner. Three of our stages feature professional musicians who are all paid for their

performances. Two stages feature Community Groups and the sixth is for the University of North Texas' world
renown jazz program. The event features over 250 vendors exhibiting their fine arts, arts and crafts and some

demonstrate their work process onsite. The event is free for the public to attend and enjoy and has become
Denton's signature event and an annual tradition for all. The economic impact for the three days is significant

and  provides a boost in  revenue for the businesses in the downtown area.

Describe any notable results of this grant, including human interest stories.

The Denton Arts and Jazz Festival is an annual tradition and has become a staple on the Denton calendar. The
change from Spring to Fall saw a slight decrease in attendance but we have instituted a smaller, "mini-festival"
in the Spring to help spread the word about the new date and  help raise money for the organization. This has
helped  boost public awareness and generated  lots of interest about the organization and should help get
attendance back to where we were before the pandemic. Seems to be working because for this coming October
we are at capacity for most of our vendor categories and we anticipate strong attendance numbers.

T  Budget Information

TCA Award:  $10,200.00

Please show the source(s) of your matching funding. This should be exactly equal to TCA award amount.

Matching fund sources

Income from programs (revenues from  box office, admissions, memberships, tuition, class/workshop fees).

Program income:                                                     $3,000.00

Net proceeds from gala / fundraiser / concessions / art sales / space rentals.

Fundraising proceeds:                                           $0.00

Revenue derived from interest on investments and/or endowment,

Investments / endowment:                              $0.00

Direct cash  contributions from  individuals

Cash contributions: ;3,000.00

Income or financial support from  businesses and/or corporations.

Business / corporate support:                          $4,500.00

Income or financial support from foundations.

Foundation support:                                               SO.00
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funds.)

Government support:                                          $0.00

Any additional income,  revenue, and/or financial support derived from a source not listed above.

Other support:                                                        $0.00

Details -Other support:

Total  Matching Income:                                         $10,500.00

Total  Income (Total  Matching Income +        $20,700.00
TCA Award):

Please show the expense(s) paid with your matching funding  and the TCA funding. These figures should

match the supporting expense ledger you submit.

Grant Closeout Budget -Expenditures (award + match only)

Budget Expense Category
Closeout Budget: Closeout Budget:

Matching TCA Award

Administrative salaries, contracts, benefits

Artistic salaries, contracts,  benefits ;4,000.00 ;4,000.00

Facility Costs

Marketing & Promotion ;4,000.00 $4,000.00

Program/Exhibit production costs $2,200.00 ;2,200.00

Capital  expenditures

Other expenses

Budget Totals $10,200.00 $10,200.00

*  Please be sure tc) utilize the categories and totals shown in the budget table above when filling out the

Expense Ledger attached to this report.

please affirm that these amounts are           Yes
still correct:

T  All-Inclusive  Budget

The closeout budget on these reports often does not reflect the full costs of the overall grant activities.
TCA wants to  understand the actual total  costs incurred  by your organization to  realize this  project (TCA

grant + your match + other funds you dedicated to this project).

Actual total cash expenses for this entire    $550,622.36

project:

Actual total cash income for project:             $454,019.83

Actual total in-kind (pro-bono services,       $300,000.00
volunteer contributions) for project:
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T  Report Verificati.on

I certify that the information reported            I agree
here is tl.ue and correct.

I understand that TCA may perform a site visit on my organization. AI that time our organization will produce
documentation to support the answers on this report form. Our organization will keep all documentation
related to this grant for an additional 3 years, during which time I can expect to receive at least one fiscal site
visit from TCA staff.

Acknowledgement:                                                   I agree

T  Documents

Please upload the following documents:

•  Copy of the Expense  Ledger sprecidsheet documenting  all of the grclnt expenditures.   Expense_Ledger_2

template fc)und  here.
•  Additional statistical  information on  Cultural  District Projects

Please  Note:  lf you  click on the dociJment name the file will downlc)ad to your local  instance.   Hover over the

document and click the  magnifying glass cln the right to preview the dcicument before downloading.

REP0RTATTACHMENTS

TCA 52810ExpenseLedgercultural  District23.xls

Other Document  I  Final revised ledger
Added  by Kevin  Lechler at 9:02 AM on  October 30,  2023
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DENTON  FESTIVAL FOUNDATION,  lNC.

SOCIAL MEDIA STATS 2022-2023

FACEBOOK

New Followers

Total  Followers

Total Reach

Profile Visits

Age/Gender

Un followers

INSTAGRAM

New Followers

Total  Followers

Reach

Profile Visits

Age/Gender

Un followers

i(formerly Twitter) *
Total  Followers

724

21468
116578

21707
70.40%   Women
29.60%   Men

0

722

3895

13,576   Up 76.6% from the previous year

3,490
65.90%   Women
34.10%   Men

N/A

2072
*   Due to recent changes in format, other data is not available
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The Original Denton District 

215 E. McKinney St., Denton, TX 76201 ■ (940) 349-7776 

 

 

 www.OriginalDentonDistrict.com  

 
June 15, 2024 
 
Gary Gibbs, Ph.D.  
Executive Director 
Texas Commission on the Arts 
Cultural District Grant Program 
PO Box 13406 
Austin, TX 78711 
 
 
Dear Dr. Gibbs:  
 
This letter is to express the full support of the City of Denton for the Denton Festival Foundation’s application for the 
Arts Respond – Cultural District Project grant.  
 
The Denton Festival Foundation hosts the Denton Arts & Jazz Festival. The festival is the largest and most popular 
public event held in Denton on an annual basis. The three (3)-day event, established in 1981, is free to the public and 
attracts more than 225,000 attendees each year with seven stages, 3,000 artists, 2,500 performances, and over 250 
arts and crafts booths. In 2025 the festival will take place October 3, 4, and 5.   
 
For FY24-25 the Denton Festival Foundation is applying for $15,000 to help defray costs of hiring professional 
musicians for the Denton Arts & Jazz Festival. The Foundation has applied for TCA funding in the past, including in FY 
23-24, when they received $10,200 from the Texas Commission on the Arts, also to defray costs of hiring musicians. 
In their closeout reporting, the Denton Festival Foundation reports visitor numbers in excess of 150,000 over the three 
days of the festival.   
 
We are honored and pleased to support this application for your consideration.  
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Cassey Ogden,   
Assistant City Manager  
City of Denton   
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City of Denton

Legislation Text

City Hall
215 E. McKinney St.
Denton, Texas 76201
www.cityofdenton.com

File #: PAC24-016, Version: 1

AGENDA CAPTION
Receive a report, hold a discussion, and give input to staff regarding the status of the following Public Art
Committee projects:

1. Original Denton District (ODD)
a. Traffic Box Wraps

2. “Serve” Sculpture
a. Certificate of Substantial Completion
b. Minor remaining fixes

3. Continuing projects
a. Sycamore Street Mural
b. S. Bonnie Brae Sculpture

4. Art Maintenance and Repair
a. Dallas Drive Murals

5. Encounters with Art Status
6. Future Projects

a. Sound sensitive lighting
b. Future Bond Projects

City of Denton Printed on 5/31/2024Page 1 of 1

powered by Legistar™110

http://www.legistar.com/


   
 

   
 

City of Denton 
 
 
 

___________________________________________________________________________________  
AGENDA INFORMATION SHEET 

 
DEPARTMENT: Parks and Recreation  
 
ACM:   Christine Taylor, Assistant City Manager  
 
DATE:  June 6, 2024  
 
SUBJECT 
Receive a report, hold a discussion, and give input to staff regarding the status of the following Public Art 
Committee projects: 

1) Original Denton District (ODD)    
a) Traffic Box Wraps  

2) “Serve” Sculpture  
a) Certificate of Substantial Completion 
b) Minor remaining fixes 

3) Continuing projects 
a) Sycamore Street Mural 
b) S. Bonnie Brae Sculpture 

4) Art Maintenance and Repair 
a) Dallas Drive Murals 

5) Encounters with Art Status 
6) Future Projects 

a) Sound sensitive lighting  
b) Future Bond Projects 

 
BACKGROUND 
This item is to gather feedback and provide updates on the ongoing, new, and proposed public art projects. 
 
Original Denton District - Traffic Box Wraps 
City staff and with the help of their installation and printing contractors have completed the installation of 
the 17 boxes that were initially supported with TCA funding in FY 23-24. The first ten boxes in this program 
feature art by students from Denton-area high school. The recently installed traffic boxes feature Denton 
Senior Center member artwork, a Jude Landry design adapted from the graphics he created for the Design 
Downtown Denton initiative, and TWU student art. These new traffic boxes are located at Carroll/Congress, 
Elm/McKinney, Bell/Administration, and Bell/Chapel. (Exhibit 2 - Landry Traffic Box Wrap) 
 
For FY2024-25 Denton Parks and Recreation are requesting an additional $15,000.00 Hotel Occupancy 
Tax funding to support additional vinyl art wraps on traffic boxes and other infrastructure boxes. Project 
completed. 
 
“Serve” sculpture at Denton Tennis and Pickleball Center 
Ms. Sanders attended to some very minor issues with her sculpture ‘Serve” at the Tennis and Pickleball 
Center and left some spare paint samples to help with possible future repairs. Additionally, Ms. Sanders 
provided the transfer of ownership document to City staff for the “Serve” sculpture. Project completed.  
 

 

City Hall 
215 E. McKinney Street 

Denton, Texas 
www.cityofdenton.com 
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Sycamore Street Bridge Mural 
City Staff have tentatively scheduled a June 16-17 date for Kirk Seese to come to Denton and paint his 
design onto the Sycamore Street Bridge. Mr. Seese will be applying his design to both interior sides of the 
bridge as well as the southern face of the bridge that faces toward park space at Carl Young Sr., and Fred 
Moore Parks. As a reminder, Seese’s design will feature a foreground of large monarch butterflies against 
a muted, and delightfully “out-of-focus” background of vegetal greenery. The mural theme was developed 
as a result of conversations with the Southeast Denton Neighborhood Association and the ALH Senior 
Center Women’s Prayer Group, with both groups substantially favoring this theme over others.  
 
S. Bonnie Brae Sculpture 
Robert Barnum recently installed his sculpture, Deer Moon, along a trail on Bonnie Brae just north of 
Vintage Boulevard in Southwest Denton. Robert Barnum’s design responds to the design brief which asked 
for a sculpture design that provided a sense of North Texas “riparian flora and fauna.” The final design 
features a tree made out of CORTEN steel that is foregrounded by an aluminum buck, hawk, and full moon. 
The sculpture is situated within a landscaped border which will eventually include river rock and tall prairie 
grass, echoing the riparian theme of the work itself. (Exhibit 3 - Installation Photographs) 
 
Barnum’s proposal was approved by a subcommittee of the PAC and by the entire committee at the June 
2023 meeting. The design is amenable to evening illumination, which Parks and Recreation staff intend to 
add to the piece in a future project phase.  

National Humane Alliance Fountain 
Restoration of the City’s Herman Lee Ensign Fountain (ca. 1910) is currently on hold awaiting the 
finalization of the concepts for Downtown Denton and Quakertown Park.  
 
Encounters with Art  
City Staff have issued payments to artists performing under the city match component of funds allocated 
for the Encounters with Art program. As a reminder, this program came to an early close when City Staff 
had some irreconcilable concerns regarding the TCA grant contract. Project complete. 
 
Halloween, Texas 
Parks and Recreation Staff are working to help facilitate a month-long calendar of events for October that 
will put Denton on the map as a premier, national destination or Halloween-related entertainment. Staff 
have currently reallocated approximately $75,000.00 from the Chairy Orchard to be used for Halloween 
purchases to create frighteningly endearing public spaces for the Halloween season.  
 
Light and Sound Installation at Wollf’s Park 
Staff are currently investigating the possibility of installing a light and sound system at Wollf’s Park. These 
systems make use of outdoor microphones to channel sound through a computer processor that then 
translates that sound into a pattern of light and color using an LED light array. Limbic Media, a technology 
firm based in Vancouver, BC offers a number of such light and sound products that may be a good fit for 
the physical space at Wolff’s Park. Staff are currently considering an installation that would be a canopy 
over the park space, making use of the scaffolding offered by the existing light array.   
Parks and Recreation Staff estimate a light and sound installation at Wolff’s Park could be realized for 
around $10,000.00.  
 
RECOMMENDATION  
None.   
 

ESTIMATED SCHEDULE OF PROJECT  
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The S. Bonnie Brae sculpture was installed May 21, 2024. The Kirk Seese mural should be installed by 
mid-June. Purchases for Halloween, Texas will continue through the Spring, Summer, and Fall. Additional 
traffic boxes and infrastructure boxes will be wrapped pending funding in the new Fiscal Year from HOT 
(Hotel Occupancy Tax) funds. The Chairy Orchard and art projects associated with bond funding are several 
years out in terms of design and completion.  
 
OPERATIONAL IMPACT  
Each project will have an anticipated maintenance need. Staff are currently working on determining an 
inspection and asset management protocol under the updated Public Art Policy that will allow for 
inspections of larger artwork on an annual basis, leading to more accurate estimates of maintenance needs 
on a year-to-year basis.  
 
FISCAL INFORMATION 

1. S. Bonnie Brae Street Sculpture – (Project #450013467), $25,000 budget. Additional funds re-
allocated for installation-associated costs from existing Public Art accounts. These re-allocated 
funds totaled $25,000.00.  

2. Sycamore Street Mural- (Project #450017474), $10,000 budget in FY 23-24. Re-allocated $2,500.00 
to support South Bonnie Brae sculpture installation.  

3. HOT funds: Current HOT Fund allocation for FY 23-24: Chairy Orchard, re-allocated to Halloween 
expenditures ($75,000.00). Additional traffic box wraps ($12,000.00), on hold for present year, so 
entire balance re-allocated to support South Bonnie Brae sculpture installation. TCA grant matching 
($8,400.00), balance less $4,600 paid to artists transferred to support South Bonnie Brae sculpture 
installation. Art maintenance ($4,600.00), balance less $300 for Robertson Drive mural repair, 
transferred to support South Bonnie Bra sculpture installation.  

 
EXHIBITS 
Exhibit 1- Agenda Information Sheet 
Exhibit 2- Presentation 
Exhibit 3- Landry Box Wrap 
Exhibit 4- Barnum Installation Photos 

 
Respectfully submitted: 
Gary Packan, Director Parks and Recreation 

Prepared by: 
Omar Siddiqi, Admin. Analyst,  
Parks and Recreation 
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ODD Traffic Box Wraps 
- Completed second phase of initial traffic box 

wrap program

- Adaptation of Landry’s mural design at Old City 
Hall

- Carroll/Congress design with additional senior  
center art

- Exploring second phase with HOT funds 
application for FY24-25. To include additional 
infrastructure boxes. 
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Sycamore Street Mural

- Mr. Seese to begin work mid-June (June 17)

- Project should be completed in 1-2 days, if the weather cooperates

- Planning staff are currently working out details for Seese’s visit 

- Design will feature vibrant butterflies against a muted background of 
seemingly out-of-focus verdure. 
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Deer Moon Installation

- Robert Barnum installed his work, Deer 
Moon on Bonnie Brae in Southwest 
Denton on May 21. 

- The work features a CORTEN tree 
foregrounded by an aluminum buck, 
hawk, and moon. 

- Staff were on hand to witness the 
installation. 
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Projects on Hold/Concluded

- National Humane Alliance Fountain:
Awaiting determinations from Design Downtown
Denton and the Quakertown visioning efforts

- Encounters with Art:
Program ended because of concerns about some of the
contract language from TCA.

Performers were paid out of money allocated for City’s
match of the TCA grant.
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Halloween, TX (working title)

- A program connecting stakeholders across Denton including
other departments, public and nonprofit entities, businesses
and the public art large.

- Will use some of the HOT funds allocation ($75,000.00)
initially intended for the Chairy Orchard to support the
purchase of place-making material

- The project is intended to increase sales tax revenue and
economic development by making Denton the preeminent
Halloween destination in the region, state, and nation.

6/06/24                                 PAC24-016 119



Light and Sound at Wolff’s Park
- Staff are exploring installation a sound-responsive light

feature at Wolff’s park.

- Exploring various vendors including Limbic Media

- The installation would feature outdoor microphones that
pick up sound and music and then distill that sound
through the magic of computers into a pattern of flashing
colored lights.

- Youtube clip: https://tinyurl.com/44dzk54h
6/06/24                                 PAC24-016 120
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BARNUM INSTALLATION PHOTOGRAPHS 
MAY 21, 2024  
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City of Denton

Legislation Text

City Hall
215 E. McKinney St.
Denton, Texas 76201
www.cityofdenton.com

File #: PAC24-017, Version: 1

AGENDA CAPTION
Receive a report, hold a discussion, and give input to staff regarding the proposed installation of a Jude Landry
mural at the Development Services Building (401 N. Elm St.).

City of Denton Printed on 5/31/2024Page 1 of 1

powered by Legistar™128
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City of Denton 
 
 
 

___________________________________________________________________________________  
AGENDA INFORMATION SHEET 

 
DEPARTMENT: Parks and Recreation  
 
ACM:   Christine Taylor, Assistant City Manager  
 
DATE:  June 6, 2024 
 
SUBJECT 
Receive a report, hold a discussion, and give input to staff regarding the proposed installation of a Jude 
Landry mural at the Development Services Building (401 N. Elm St.).  
 
BACKGROUND 
The Development Services Building, located at 401 N. Elm. Street has a vertical wall above the entrance 
foyer that is visible from the street through a large window. This window is illuminated at night such that 
the surface would be an ideal location for a mural (see Exhibit 2: Development Services Façade).  
 
Parks and Recreation Staff reached out to Jude Landry, the graphic designer and artist responsible for the 
Design Downtown Denton logo and concept art and asked him to adapt his design for a mural intended for 
installation on the wall above the entrance foyer at the Development Services Building. City staff reached 
out for quotes on installation of the mural as a vinyl wrap. The winning bid was received from SirSpeedy 
Midway (Carrollton, TX).  
 
The mural design (see Exhibit 3: Landry Mural Design) features a vibrant design in deep primary colors, 
that depicts various scenes of life in Downtown Denton. It is expected that the lifespan of a vinyl installation 
will be at least five years.  
 
RECOMMENDATION  
Provide staff guidance and direction on the Landry Mural.  
 
ESTIMATED SCHEDULE OF PROJECT  
The design work has been completed on the Landry Mural. Our installers could have the piece in place 
within a couple of weeks, after consulting with Facilities Management on how best to maintain access to 
the Development Services Building offices.  
 
OPERATIONAL IMPACT  
Installing the mural will require closing the main front entrance of the Development Services Building for 
a few hours on the day of installation. This should not impact operations within the building, as visitors and 
staff will be directed to another mural.  
 
FISCAL INFORMATION 
This project will be supported by existing HOT funds for public art. The cost for the mural design is $250, 
with an additional licensing fee of $100. The installation cost should be just over $2550, according to the 
installer’s quote.  
 
 
 

 

City Hall 
215 E. McKinney Street 

Denton, Texas 
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EXHIBITS 
Exhibit 1- Agenda Information Sheet 
Exhibit 2- Development Services Façade 
Exhibit 3- Landry Mural Design 
 

 
Respectfully submitted: 
Gary Packan, Director Parks and Recreation 

Prepared by: 
Omar Siddiqi, Administrative Analyst, Parks and Recreation 
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