
ORDINANCE NO. 18615-05-2009

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE COMPREHENSIVE ZONING
ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF FORT WORTH, BEING ORDINANCE
NO. 13896, AS AMENDED, CODIFIED AS APPENDIX “A” OF THE
CODE OF THE CITY OF FORT WORTH, BY AMENDING CHAPTER 6,
DEVELOPMENT STANDARDS” TO DELETE SUBSECTION K OF
SECTION 6301 “LANDSCAPING” AND RE-I ETTER THE REMAINING
SUBSECTIONS; TO ADD A NEW SECTION, SECTION 6.302 ENTITLED
‘URBAN FORESTRY” TO INCLUDE AND REVISE THE CONTENTS OF
SUBSE(TION K RELATED TO TREE CO ER.4GE, PRESERVATION,
PLANTING AND MAINTENANCE; PROVIDING THAT THIS
ORDINANCE SHALL BE CUMULATIVE; PROVIDING A
SE ERABII IT’ CLAUSE, PROS IDING A PENAl TY CL4USE,
PROVIDING A SAVINGS CLAUSE; PROVIDING FOR PUBLICATION
IN THE OFFICIAL NEWSPAPER; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE
DATE

WHEREAS, Chapter 211 of the Texas Local Government Code allows a municipality to
regulate land use for the purpose of promoting the public health, safety, morals, or general
welfare and protecting and preserving places and areas of historical, cultural or architectural
importance and significance; and

WHEREAS, the Attorney General of Texas has ruled that a home-rule city may enforce
its reasonable land development regulations for the purposes of maintaining aesthetics and
property values which would include landscaping and tree preservation (AG Opinion No. GA-
0697); and

WHEREAS, in order to maintain and enhance a positive image and a livable cdv it is
important to promote site planning which furthers the preservation of mature trees and to protect
trees during construction, to facilitate the design and construction which contribute to the long
term viability of existing trees and to control the removal of trees when necessary: and

WHEREAS. a Citizen Advisory Committee was thrmed in 2004. in response to citizen
concerns regarding the practice of clear cutting. to study tree preservation practices in other cities
and recommend possible regulations related to tree preservation to the City Council of Fort
Worth; and

WHEREAS, the Cit\r: (OUnit recocmzeu that there was a need to estabhsii regulations
addressing the protec.tion of healthy ar.d significant trees and to provide fdr the replacement and
replantn of trees that are necessarily removed durinc construction. de\ elopinent or
rd eloprncnt in m L\pdItiuu in ii nu and oh due ig tid toi thL lLg 0 rl t nt propa1 \
Owners; and



WHEREAS, on October 3, 2(106 the City Council of Fort Worth approved Ordinance
Number 17228 to provide for regulations for the protection and replacement of trees in the City
of Fort Worth: and

VHEREAS, it was the intent of the regulations to limit the removal of tree canopy.
promote a multi-aged urban forest, to promote the orderly development of the City of Fort
\\orth, and to protect the public health, safety and general welfare of the citizens of the City of
Fort Worth: and

WHEREAS, the regulations had the following objectives: to eliminate the process of
clear cutting: to promote the preservation/conservation of trees throughout the City; to recognize
the benefits of trees in the urban environment: to encourage the planting and preservation of
quality trees that are suitable to an area; to promote a safe environment that includes trees; to aid
in stabilizing the environment’s ecological balance by contributing to the process of air
purification, oxygen regeneration, ground-water recharge, and storm water runoff retardation,
while at the same time aiding in noise, glare. wind and heat abatement: to provide visual
buffering within and between land uses of differing character to alleviate the harshness of urban
life: to enhance the beautification and aesthetics of the City; to safeguard and enhance property
values and to protect public and private investment: to conserve energy; to provide habitat for
wildlife: and to encourage the preservation of large trees which, once removed, can be replace
only after generations:

WHEREAS, since the adoption of Ordinance Number 17228. staff has recognized a need
to amend the regulations to provide clarity and to make the provisions easier to implement by
moving the regulations to a separate subsection under landscaping: and

WHEREAS, it is advisable that the City Council amend Ordinance Number 1 7228
regarding the urban forestry regulations governing the preservation and removal of trees within
the City;

NOW THEREFORE BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE
CITY OF FORT WORTH, AS FOLLOWS:

SECTION 1.

The title of Article 3 “Landscaping and Buffers” is hereby amended to add urban forestry
to read a follo\vs:

Article 3. Landscaping, Buffers and t rhan Forestr4

SECTIoN 2.

Section 6.301 “LandscapinL” is hcrch\ amended b deleting subsection K “Preseration
of Trees” and re9ettering the remaining scet1onc. The Code of the City of Fort Worth, Texas
(1 986), as amendd.. hereby amended to repla.ce al.l. refb.renc es to “Section 63O I K” with
“Section 63O2’



SECTION 3.

Chapter 6. “Development Standards” of Article 3, “Landscaping. Buffers and Urban
Forestry” is hereby amended to add a new section. Section 6.3U2 “Urban Forestry” to acid and
revise the contents previously contained in Section 6.301.K relating to tree coverage.
preservation, planting and maintenance, to read as follows:

6.302. Urban Forestry

A. Purpose

It is the purpose of this section to achieve thirty percent (30%) tree canopy coverage citywide
and to promote a multi-aged urban forest. This may be accomplished by addressing the
preservation and protection of healthy and significant trees. providing for the replacement
and replanting of trees that are removed during development, and establishing additional tree
canopy.

B. Applicability of Urban Forestry Requirements

These requirements shall be applicable to all development as described below, unless subject
to the exemptions in Paragraph C:

I. Removal of any trees of six (6) inches or greater in diameter.
2. Construction of new structures for which a building permit is required.
3. Expansion of structures used for commercial/institutional and industrial uses that increase

the footprint of existing structures by at least thirty percent (30°o) or add at least three
thousand (3,000) square feet to existing structures.

4. Clearing of all or a portion of property. including grading or construction of a new
parking lot.

5. Subdivision of land greater than one acre for the construction of one- or two-family
dwellings, including contiguous lots with the same owner that total more than one acre.

6. Construction of manufactured home parks and recreational vehicle parks for which a
permit is required and private recreation facilities located in manufactured housing
subdivisions.

7. Mixed Use (MU) zoned properties. These properties must provide, through either
preservation or planting, fitly percent (50%) canopy coverage of required open space.

8 New agri cultural development that requires tree removal
, [) 3 tJc t L s’.. t

f6 inch.o or arcater.



C. Exemptions from Urban Forestry Requirements

The following are not subject to Urban Forestry requirements:

1. Structures that do not create or expand building square footage or temporary structures
such as job shacks associated with construction activities, when no trees greater than six
(6) inches are removed;

2. Any single residential lot with a one- or two-family dwelling that is one (1) acre or less in
size.

3. Change in use of an existing structure, unless the structure is expanded in accordance
with Paragraph 8.3 above:

4. Any area within a design district unless the standards for that district do not address
urban forestry.

5. Construction or expansion of structures in the “H” Central Business District.
6. Any area located within an airport operating area as defined by Section 3-I of the City

Code.
7. Any tree that is deemed to be in unsafe condition, or is injurious to common good, or to

electrical, gas or water utilities, or sewer pipes, pavement or improvements, or is infested
and dangerous to other trees or conflicts with other ordinances or regulations.

8. Gas well sites and natural gas pipeline compressor stations, except as outlined in
Chapter 15, Gas Drilling of the City Code.

D. General Requirements

The following requirements apply to all development:

1. Tree Protections and Maintenance:

a. Procedures required prior to development activities:

i. Protective Fencing: Prior to development activities, the contractor or subcontractor
shall construct and maintain, for each preserved tree or tree cluster on a tract. a
protective fence which encircles the outer limits of the critical root zone of the tree to
protect it from development activities. All protective fencing shall be in place prior to
commencement of any site work and remain in place until all exterior work has been
completed. Fencing shall meet the state minimum standards of a Ibur (4) foot orange
plastic mesh net with t—posts. includina a top rail or other type of support. Siuniticant
t.rces shall he protected with a minimu.m four (-4) thot c.hain link fence with support
cables md tposts.

ii. Bark Protection: In situations whore a preserved tree remains in immediate area of
intended construction and the City Forester determines the tree bark to be in danger of
damage by development activities, the contractor or subcontractor shall protect the
tree by enclosing the entire circumference of the tree with twminch by fburinch
(2 \ $ lumber enrheied ith ire other means that does ma danmee the mom
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The intent is to protect the bark of the tree against incidental contact by large
construction equipment.

iii. Canopy Coverage Protection: All trees being preserved for canopy coverage
under Section 6.302G4. or a Significant or Large Tree covered under Section
6302G5. due to size will be protected during any development activities.
Development activities will include vegetation removal, grading. demolition.
installation of utilities and:or construction of structures and site amenities.

b. Protective measures (as defined in this section> must occur on all trees located within
fifty (50) feet of development activities.

c. Protective measures are required within the critical root zone radius from the trunk at
one (1) foot per inch diameter measured at Breast Height (DBH).

d. The following activities within the critical root zone are prohibited:

i. No material intended for use in construction or waste material accumulated due to
excavation or demolition shall be place within the limits of the critical root zone
of any preserved tree:

ii. No equipment shall be cleaned or other liquids deposited or allowed to flow
overland with the limits of the critical root zone of a preserved tree. This includes,
without limitations, paint, oil, solvents, asphalt, concrete, mortar or similar
materials:

iii. No signs. wires or other attachments, other than those of a protective nature. shall
he attached to any preserved tree;

iv. No vehicular and/or construction equipment traffic or parking shall take place
within the limits of the critical root zone of any Preserved Tree other than on
existing street pavement: or

v. No heavy equipment, including hut not limited to trucks, tractors. trailers,
bulldozers, bobcat tractors, trenchers, compressors and hoists shall be allow inside
the critical root zone of any preserved tree on any construction site without the
specific approval of the City Forester:

vi. No grade change with.in the critical root zone of any Preserved, lice without
suhm.ission. of a certi.fi.ed arborist/forester report dealing with protections and ‘the
re.port acceptance by the Citv Forester:

ii. No tillinu activity in the critical root zone of an Preserved Tree may occur as a
permanent condition which may damage the tree. Tree wells may be used to
ensure tha..t the. root zone is protected.



e. Replacement of any Preserved Tree which dies within five (5) years due to
construction or development activities will be the responsibility of the original
applicant. Replacement will he new trees with a minimum of three (3) inches each in
diameter and equal to five (5) times the lost canopy. Tree replacement will he
guaranteed for an additional period of two (2) years.

2. Construction \lethods:

a. Boring: Boring of utilities under preserved trees shall be required in those
circumstances where it is not possible to trench around the critical root zone of the
i,reserved tree. When required. the length of the bore shall he the width of the critical
root zone at a minimum and shall be a minimum depth of forty-eight (48) inches,

b. Grade change: In situations where the City Forester approves a grade change within
the critical root zone of a preserved tree. procedures and special conditions shall be
approved by the City Forester in advance of any work.

c. Trenching: All trenching shall be designed to avoid trenching across the critical root
zone of any preserved tree, unless otherwise approved by the City Forester. All work
within the critical root zone requires advance approval by the City Forester. The
placement of underground utility lines such as electric, phone, gas, etc., is encouraged
to be located outside the critical root zone of preserved trees. Trenching for an
irrigation system shall be placed outside the critical root zone, except into the critical
root zone perpendicular to the tree trunk and in the manner that has the least possible
encroachment into the critical root zone. Boring is required for all underground utility
lines that cross the critical root zone.

d. Root pruning: All roots two inches or larger in diameter which are exposed as a
result of trenching or other excavation shall be cut off square with a sharp medium
tooth saw and covered with pruning compound within two (2) hours of initial
exposure.

e. Lzderground utilities: All onsite underground utilities with backfill other than onsite
material shall have a clay dam every two hundred (200) feet for the entire length of
the utility placement.

f. J’aving: No paving is allowed within the critical root zone of any preserved tree
unless otherwise ap roved by the City Forester. A.pprovals w.iil be based upvn best
manaeement pr:wtwes tor tree preser\ ton.

a. Trees planted to pros ide canopy coverage shall be a minimum of two and one-half to
three inches (25” to 3) each in diameter and will he credited its canop coverage at
normal maturity 1hesL rits ar as udio s



i. Large canopy tree with typical crown width of tiftv (50) feet in diameter--two
thousand (2,000) square feet (minimum spacing of forty (40) feet on center);

ii. Medium canopy tree with typical crown width of thirty (30) feet in diameter—
seven hundred (7t)0) square feet (minimum spacing of twentv-fbur (24) feet on
center):

iii. Small canopy tree with typical crown width of ten (10) feet in diameter—one
hundred (100) square feet (minimum spacing of eight (8) feet on center).

h. Tree planting requirements: Table H is a list of desirable and adapted trees for the
Fort Worth area. Other trees other than those in Table H will be considered by the
City Forester and granted on a case-by-case basis. The approval of additional species
will bejudgecl on adaptability, long-term health and growth characteristics of the tree
type.

c. The minimum size of tree planted will be two and one-half to three inches (2.5 to 3)
in diameter. The caliper measurement of the trunk shall be taken at a point six (6)
inches above the ground if the resulting measurement is no more than four (4) inches
in diameter. If the resulting measurement is more than four (4) inches, the
measurement of the caliper shall be taken at twelve (12) inches above the ground. If
the tree is multi-trunk, the main stem will be given full credit for its diameter and all
other stems will receive one-half(l2) credit. The total of all must be three (3) inches
or greater.

ci. All newly planted trees that die within two (2) years of the date of project completion
will be replaced. The replacement tree carries the same two (2)-year replacement
requirement. The requirement to replace the trees shall run with the land.

e. A minimum of sixteen (1 6) square feet of permeable surfaces must be provided for all
tree plantings.

f. Expansion of structures used for commercial/institutional and industrial uses: Tree
plantings to achieve canopy coverage will be based only on the square footage of the
expansion footprint rather than the entire site to ensure at least minimal tree
replacement. Only tree removal permits for trees greater than six (6) inches in
diameter are required for expansions under three thousand (3.001)) square feet.

4. \Varranty Replacement:

Any preserved, tree that dies or becomes hazardous and a. threat to public safety or
nropertv due to construction actn jtles thin Pvc. 5 years roiio inc the date of issuance
of the Certificate of Occupancy shall be replaced thilowing the criteri.a outlined above for
tree preservation and significant tree replacement by the original applicant or assigned
party



5. A Certificate of Occupancy shall not be issued until the requirements of Section 6.302.G.
are met.

E. Specific Requirements based on Land Use

The City’s goal to achieve a city-wide tree canopy cover of at least thirty percent (30%)
and to promote the functional distribution of that canopy throughout various land uses as
development occurs through a combination of planting and retention goals and requirements for
tree canopy cover. In support of the overall goal of tree canopy cover for the City, the following
land use requirements shall apply:

1. One- and two-family residential land uses:

a. Minimum retained or planted canopy coverage shall he forty percent (40%).

b. Canopy for New Subdivisions:

The forty percent (40%) canopy coverage requirement for one- and two- family
residential land uses will be reduced to twenty-live percent (25%) if:

i. One tree per residential lot is planted on all lots up to five thousand (5.000) square
feet in area;

ii. One additional tree for each additional five thousand (5,000) square feet of lot
area, or fraction thereof is planted. up to a maximum of nine trees per residential
lot; and

iii. The remaining portion of the twenty-five percent (25%) canopy coverage may be
provided in public rights-of-way. parks. homeowner association lots or boundary
street parkways.

c. Phased Development of Residential subdivisions:

Residential subdivisions that are to he developed in phases must provide a plan that
complies with the retention requirements at full build—out as approved on the
preliminary plat. If a final plat requests credit for trees in undeveloped phases or
units that are planned for future development, it will be necessary for all subsequent
plats to identify trees for retention or provide mitigation as needed to obtain the

a d
Forcrr as the subdi ision is developed.

d.. Canopy for F visting Platted .Resi.dentiai Lots over one. acre:

i. retained canopy coverage of twenty-five percent (250 ):
o iall ffiO L1’ LrJJe nt ort .int i40



2. Multifamily land uses:

a. Minimum retained or planted canopy coverage shall he fifty percent (50%) of open
space.

3. Institutional land uses:

a. Minimum retained or planted canopy coverage shall be thirty percent(3O°’o).

4. Commercial land uses:

a. Minimum retained or planted canopy coverage shall be thirty percent (30%).

5. Mixed Use land uses in MU Mixed-Use Zoning:

a. Minimum retained or planted canopy coverage shall be fifty percent (50%) of open
space.

6. Industrial land uses:

a. Minimum retained and planted canopy coverage shall he twenty percent (20%).

7. Surface parking areas:

a. Minimum canopy coverage shall be forty percent (40%).

b. The canopy coverage shall be achieved through preservation of existing trees or tree
planting within the parking field and drives:

c. No requirement for one- and two-family residential uses;

d. Credit shall be given for preserved or planted trees located outside the subject property
within the parkway of adjacent streets.

i. Trees planted to provide canopy coverage shall be a minimum of three inches each
in diameter and will he credited its canopy coverage at normal maturit. These
credits are as follows:

(a) L.arge canopy tree with typica..i crown width of fi.fiy (50) feet in diamctcr
two th.ousand (.,XXY square feet (mini.mum spacing of forty (40) feet on
center);

(h) Medium canopy tree with typical L.rown idth of thirty (30) feet in
W n hundi cd (ThUi iu ire tt On1n1mu11 p klnL nt t ‘tnt t w
I 24) feet on cenier):



(c) Small canopy tree with typical crown width often (10) feet in diameter-—one
hundred (10) square feet (minimum spacing of eight (8) feet on center).

8. Public projects (e.g. water, sewer, street, or drainage):

a. Minimum retained and planted canopy coverage shall be thirty percent (30° o):

h. Public projects may elect to mitigate required canopy coverage through payment into
the tree fund at a rate of six hundred dollars ($600.00) per required tree. No
mitigation or payment in to the tree fund shall be required if the public project does
not prevent the surface from being restored to its original condition or where the
public project will not require tree removal.

9. Agricultural land uses:

a. Minimum canopy retention shall he twenty-five percent (25%):

h. New agriculture development will require documentation of the existing canopy
coverage and a detailed tree survey of the property prior to clearing or grading of the
property. The tree survey will include the location, size and species of tree. At the
time of development a payment of two hundred dollars ($200.00) per diameter inch
will be required fur up to twenty-five percent (25%) of the removed trees over six (6)
inches in diameter. The canopy coverage and total diameter inch total will run with
the land provided approved documentation is recorded in the applicable county deed
records.

F. Delineation of Artificial Lot

If a developer wishes to develop a portion of a one acre or larger tract, the developer may
request that the Planning and Development Director delineate the portion of the tract to be
developed as an artificial lot, for purposes of calculating Urban Forestry requirements for the
development. Artificial lots may he delineated in any type of development. including schools
and places of worship. All artificial lots shall meet the following requirements:

1. Contain the entire area on which the development is to occur, including all paved areas:

2. Contain a land rrea of less than tift percent (500 ; of the entire tract, or. i I’ the proposed
rticiaI lot contains more than fitt\ percent (50° of the entire tract. the Director must
deteri.ihne th.at a stibstantial amount of the tract is not afficted by the propc.sed
deveiopmen.t: and

3. Be delineated on the 1. rhan Forestry Plan as provided in Subsection G. below.

C. Urban Forestry PlanlPerrnits
o acti’fl suhjeu to tn I man For.strs Ruiuirement -hail he conduted without he
req ‘cd pu t fo ue1i tirit N tue! rd ihed °Jo r



1. Permits:

a. Tree Removal Permit is required:

i. prior to the removal of a single tree. \o permit shall be issued if the remaining
canopy coverage is less than the twentv-tIve percent (2500) minimum retention: or

ii. for the removal of any tree six (6) inches or greater in diameter.

b. Urban Forestry Permit is required:

i. for the removal of more than one (1) tree:
ii. for construction of new structures on properties where a building permit is

required. unless exempted under Section 6.302.C.

c. An Urban Forestry Plan is required to be submitted with the Urban Forestry Permit.

d. An approved Urban Forestry Permit will run with the land. If the project scope or
configuration changes prior to any disturbance of the land, the approved Urban
Forestry Permit is invalid and the ownerdeveloper shall apply for a new permit.

e. An Urban Forestry Permit shall expire on the fifth anniversary of the date the permit
was issued if no progress has been made toward implementation of the Urban
Forestry Plan.

2. Urban Forestry Plan:

Submission of an Urban Forestry Plan is required for the issuance of an Urban Forestry
Permit and is required before or at the time of application for building permit. At the
time of submission of the Urban Forestry Plan, the applicant shall elect a method of
preservation of existing canopy under Section 6.302 ,G.4.

If no trees exist on the site. the applicant shall document the existing conditions and
comply with Urban Forestry Plan Application Requirements below, but shall not be
required to elect a method ofpreservation of existing canopy under Section 6.302.G.4.

3. Urban Forestry Plan Application Requirements:

Prior to any platti.ng activity, site pl.an preparation and submission for development.
dmo con dir pnve ati i it1s (un. I udung ci L II ing and gu ading r trLe rcnm\ al lhL

tblioi me intonnation must be submitted throuuh a twopart proccs:

a. Part One: Documentation of Existing Conditions:

i. The first submittal shall include two (2.) copies of a.. sca..ied. diayram of the suhjec.t
propvrt in nnirh &eh pwnt dicrutition or twe ramo’ ii prog seJ lh



scaled diagram may be an engineered drawing. survey, air photo or other
illustration. Part One will reflect the existing conditions by including the
following information:

a. Boundaries of the property and its calculated area i.e. acres, square feet;

h. Location map showing the proximity of the property to the nearest streets:

c. Outline of the existing tree canopy area on the property and the calculated area
(square feet or acres) of existing canopy coverage. Properties with no existing
canopy shall indicate such conditions:

d. Scaled existing or proposed utilities regulated by the Public Utility
Commission, and/or Texas Railroad Commission. Indicate the calculated area
(square footage or acres) for these rights of ways or easements;

e. Location of each Significant or Large Tree as defined in Chapter 9, its species
and canopy area:

f. Tables B. C. D, and F in Section 6.302.L.

ii. Upon completion and approval of Part One documentation, tree removals will be
granted if a minimum of fifty percent (50%) of the existing tree canopy is
retained. The documentation of pre-development canopy coverage shall be
maintained with the property until development occurs. The required retention
indicated in Part One documentation will be achieved within the area remaining
after the initial clearing.

iii. Part One documentation shall expire on the second anniversary of the date of
approval if no progress has been made toward completion of a Part Two
submission.

b. Part Two: Components of the Urban Forestry Plan:

Part Two will overlay the proposed improvements and removals/preservations
plantings. Two (2) copies shall be provided and shall include the following
information:

i. Scaled site pia.n depi.cting the location of proposed stru.ctures, parking areas,
drives and amenities:

ii. Tree canop’v areas that arc dcireci to be removed:
iii. Location and description of trees tlarge. medium or small canopy erovn that will

be planted from Table F to reach the minimum canopy as stated in 6302E:
i Fahlc ( and H in ScLt1Ofl 6 ‘()2 L



4. General Preservation Methods of Tree Canopy

At the submission of an Urban Forestry Plan Permit zpplication. the applicant shall elect
one of the tollowrng tree preservation of existing canopy compliance methods:

a. Method “A”: Preservat ion of existing canopi coverage regardless of tree specie.c:

i. At least twenty-five percent (‘50o) of the existing canopy coverage must be
retained, regardless of tree species, on all properties greater than one acre,
provided however, Significant or Large Trees must be preserved as outlined in
Section 6.302.G.5. The existing canopy can be determined via recent air photo,
on the ground survey or other approved method by the City Forester:

ii. Property located in fioodplains or located in areas that will be dedicated to public
spaces may be counted toward the required twenty-five percent (25%) minimum
retention:

iii. Calculation of all canopy coverage and retention areas will not include utility
rights-of-way or easements covered under the rules and regulation of the public
utility commission, and/or Texas Railroad Commission;

iv. To remove more than the minimum retention will require a waiver from the
Urban Design Commission:

v. The overall canopy coverage percentage requirement must be met by planting the
size and species of Protected Trees in Table A. ‘Protected Trees”. in Section
6.302.L.

b. Method “B”: Prc’servation o,f existing canopi coverage using Protected Trees only.
Protected Trees must be on the site to use this method. See Table A of Section
6.302.L, for a list of Protected Trees:

i. For property greater than one acre. at least twenty-five percent (25%) of’ the
Protected Trees must be retained, provided however, Significant or Large Trees
must be preserved as outlined in Section 6.302,G,5, The total overall retained and
planted canopy coverage for the applicable land use must meet a total of five
percent (5°) over the required minimum canopy CO\ erage e.g. residential
o’ r -ì 11 *

would be a minimum of thirtyfiv e percent (35%) a.nd indusiria.l would be a
mini.mum of twenty4ive percent (25%);

n. An onsite tree surev notinu the location, site and species dianicter of trees six
(6) inches or greater) and canopy coverage of each Protected Tree with a diameter
ot six (6) inches or greater will he required. This surve\ shall he completed and
signed akd ov OnL of th f&loing fex m licensed Landssape Architt



Certified Arborist. Texas licensed Landscape Contractor or Texas Certified
N urseryman.

5. Preservation of Significant or Large Trees

a. Significant or Large Trees twenty-seven (27) inches in diameter (84.82 inches in
circumference) for the entire city or eighteen (18) inches in diameter (56.55 inches in
circumference) for Post Oaks and Blackjack Oaks east of Interstate Highway 35W
can only he removed by permit of the City Forester. The reduced diameter for Post
Oaks and Blackjack Oaks east of IH 35W is in recognition of the naturally occurring
Post Oak Savannahs within the Cross Timbers Zone. Preservation of a significant or
large tree will be credited to the required canopy cover one and one-half (1 Y:) times
the actual canopy size.

b. Significant or Large Trees may be removed if one of the following conditions is met:

i. An area one and one-half (1 times the area of the canopy of the tree identified
for removal is retained on the same site. The one and one-half (I ‘2) retention of
existing trees shall be of the same species as the tree being removed in the Post
Oak Savanna as indicated on Exhibit “A” or from the protected list if not in the
Post Oak Savanna and be in excess of the required tree coverage on the site/tract
or

ii. Planting of new trees from the preferred list (see Table F of Section 6.302.L.) at
five (5) times greater in canopy area than the removed specific tree canopy. The
additional planting of five to one (5 to 1) will be in excess of the required tree
coverage on the site: or

iii. Payment into the tree fund based upon the total diameter of the specific tree times
two hundred dollars ($200.00) per diameter inch, or four and 94/100 dollars
($4.94) per square foot of canopy: or

iv. Urban Design Commission approves a plan that mitigates the removal of
Significant or Large ‘frees.

6. Lrban Forestry Plan Amendments

a. Minor Amendments: Minor amendments to an approved Lriian Forestry Plan may be
approved administrativeh ri.’ one o.t. th.ree eondtons be.low is m.et:

i. An increase in the total canopy:

ii. Adjustnients in the type of tree to he planted. considerinu that trees from the list
of preferred Irces must be replaced with trees from said list;



iii. Any adjustments in planting location required due to site specific issues including
traffic circulation. safity. drainage or utilities. given that the adjustments include
only the relocation of trees of’ the same type and size as provided on the approved
Urban Forestry Plan. These adjustments cannot include the removal or
transplantation of a tree not considered in the approved Urban Forestry Plan.

b. Amendments that do not meet any of the conditions in subsection a. of this section
must be submitted to and approved by the Urban Design Commission before
construction begins.

H. Urban Forestry Development Agreement

1, The Urban Forestry Development Agreement (“Agreement”)

a. The Agreement is intended to facilitate the development of large tract developments,
other than single family or two-family developments, under common ownership
which would meet or exceed an overall canopy coverage of thirty percent (30%) for
all properties included in the Agreement. The intent of a development agreement is to
allow areas with more extensive canopy to remain and contribute to the thirty percent
(30°) overall coverage while allowing the canopy in other development areas to be
reduced. Individual properties that are subject to the Agreement are required to
maintain canopy coverage requirements for different land use types as outlined in
Subsection c. below.

b. The original application tor an Agreement shall include an initial spreadsheet of
minimum canopies and acreages. the ft)rm of which is provided in Table I of Section
6.302.L. Thereafter, Table J of Section 6.302.L shall be completed with the provided
canopies and acreages included at the time of each subsequent submittal as
property/tracts are being developed. These updates shall be provided at the time of
submittal of each Individual Part One document. No approval shall be granted nor
tree removals to be completed without the submission of the Table J form as set forth
in Section 6.3021.

c. The Agreement must be presented to the City Council for approval prior to its
execution. Any amendments may he approved administratively if the regulations of
this subsection are satisfied. The initial submission fbr approval of an Agreement
shall include:

A map all of the properties to be nJuded ni the Anreement, identified by land
usc and aereauc:

ir mdi idual flid5 of each land usc type (eommereal, induNtrlal. etc. and
ni I ahlL I of Stion 6 i)2 I



2. Overall Part One Permit

An Overall Part One permit as part of an Agreement vilI be issued if the following
conditions are met:

a. Minimum acreage allowed shall be one thousand (1.000) acres with all of the acres to
be located within the same watershed Applicant shall provide an exhibit depicting all
of the property tracts and acreages that vill he subject to the Agreement.

b. The propertytracts subject to the Agreement shall be separated by land use type, hut
shall not include single family or two-family development. Applicant will provide
exhibits for each land use type for the initial submittal and will update for subsequent
submittals. Canopy requirements will be tracked by land use type.

c. The minimum canopy coverage for each tract described in an Agreement shall be:

Commercial 1 5% Parking 40%
Industrial 10% Parking 20%
Airport Industrial 5% Parking 20%
Multifamily 25% of required open space

d. All of the acreage to be included in an Agreement shall be under common ownership
at the time of the agreement, under a currently approved Overall Part I, or part of an
approved concept plan or preliminary plat. A list shall be provided of any separate
corporations to he included in an Agreement documenting that all are part of the same
parent company. The list shall be provided with the initial Overall Part I submission
and shall provide the tiling number associated with the Articles of Incorporation tiled
with the Texas Secretary of State.

e. The Overall Part One permit shall not expire for a period of fifleen (15) years and
may be renewed for additional ten (10) year periods. Renewals will be approved
administratively if the permit remains under the same terms and conditions of the
original Agreement approved by the City Council or with amendments approved
administratively. Pronress shall be defined as the platting, permitting. or vertical
construction on the properties. The expiration period in Section 6. 302.G.3.aiii. shall
apply to the Individual Part One submissions. Individual Part One penmts shall he
defined as property tracts that are submitted fir appro\ al after the date of execution
ol the Agreement.

f The Agreement shall run with the land and properties which are inclu.ded in the
orig.inai Agreement and s.uhsequen.tly sold shall remain under the terms of the
Agreement regardless of future ownership. The Agreement shall be recorded in the
real property records in the county which the property subject to the agreement is
located. Recordation shall be the responibilitv ot the applicant. ncludinu the cost of

I- {4 J ‘ (I I I



the recorded documentation shall he provided to the Cdv. The Part One permit shall
not be issued until the recorded copy is received.

g. Future acquired properties by the original applicant of the Agreement may he
included in the Agreement after a recalculation of the canopy coverage and approval
by Staff if the conditions of this section are met. Acquired properties not included in
the Agreement shall be subject to the regulations of Section 6.302. Additional
properties may not be included into the Agreement within three (3) years of the end
of the initial term of the Agreement. No properties shall be allowed to be added to the
Agreement during an renewal terms.

1. Appeals

1. If the City Forester, or other city official, refuses to accept or issue an Urban Forestry
Plan/permit, or if the applicant disagrees with the decision of City staff, the applicant may
request an appeal of the decision to the Urban Design Commission within ten (1 0) days
after the decision of City Staff. The appeal shall be in writing and shall he transmitted to
the executive secretary of the Urban Design Commission within ten days after receipt of
notification that the City Forester will not accept the Urban Forestry Plan:permit.

2. The Urban Design Commission shall consider the appeal within thirty (30) days afier the
appeal is received by the board’s executive secretary, unless the applicant requests a later
hearing in writing. The Urban Design Commission shall not release the applicant from
the requirements of this ordinance, unless the applicant first presents credible evidence
from which the Urban Design Commission can reasonably conclude application of this
ordinance to the applicant would be likely to deprive the applicant of rights protected by
law.

3. The Urban Design Commission may take the following actions on an appeal:

a. Deny the appeal, in which case the Urban Forestry Plan/permit shall not be accepted
or granted; or

b. Grant the appeal. and direct the City Forester to accept and approve the L rban
Forestry Plan permit: or

C. (irant the appeal subject to such provisions. conditions. or limitations as deemed
appropriate by the Lrhan Design Commission.

4. i.n no event sh.al.i ac.ceptanc.e of a.i at. piication guarantee that the Cit.y wi].i. i.ssue the Urban
Forestry Pl.an/pe.rmit, unless the per.rnit app.lication is in compliance with all applicable
codes, laws and regulations.

\np ot th. I ib in D’on ( onm1ision ll he haid h liw I)1inL1 ( ow



J. Penalty

I. Any person, firm, or corporation who violates, disobeys, omits. netIects or refuses to
comply with or who resists the enforcement of any of the provisions of this ordinance
may be:

a. Assessed a penalty of two hundred dollars (S200.00) per diameter inch of all trees,
regardless of size, removed or damaged without a valid Urban Forestry Permit and: or
Tree Removal Permit, four hundred dollars ($400.00) per diameter inch of Significant
or Large Tree removed or damaged without a valid Urban Forestry Plan or permit,
and/or

b. Issued a citation for a misdemeanor and upon conviction shall be fined not more than
five hundred dollars (S500.00) thr the removal or damage of each tree.

2. Where illegal tree removal has occurred and the physical evidence has been removed
tiom the site, a penalty will he assessed based on calculations using aerial photographs
available to the City. calculated at a rate of four and 94/100 dollars ($4.94) per square
foot of illegally removed canopy for all trees regardless of size or nine and 88/100 dollars
($9.88) per square foot of Significant or Large Trees removed or damaged.

3. Any person in a one-family or two-family residentially zoned district who removes or
causes to be removed trees without first obtaining the required permit may be issued an
after-the-fact permit. An after-the-fact permit shall be issued if:

a. The applicant can demonstrate that the criteria for removal in the after-the-fact
application would meet the regulations in effect at the time the tree was removed; and

b. The applicant has paid the fee for an after-the-fact permit which shall be double the
fee of a tree removal permit.

A citation may he issued for a misdemeanor and upon conviction shall be fined not more
than five hundred dollars ($500.00) for the removal or damage of each tree.

If the applicant cannot demonstrate that the criteria for removal in the after—the-fact
application would have met the current regulations. then an after—the—fact permit shall not
he issued and the person shall he in violation of this section subject to both criminal and
civil penalti.es.

A second afterthefact permit shah not be isued if:

a. another iolation of this section occurs by a person previously issued an after-the-tiict
pemlit: or

b. the s.fier4he fact nermit was i.ssued. on t.h.e same i.:ite on which in afirmt.h.mfi.ct permit
U.:: tie serond sin it en



K. Enforcement

Any Code Compliance Officer. the City Forester or his/her designee shall have the authority
to enforce the provisions of this ordinance.

L. Tables

TABLE A. Protected Trees

Redbud Cercis canacIL’nsis

Mexican Plum Prunus inexicana

Cherry Laurel Prunus caroliniana

Evets Necklace Sophora ajimnis

Crab Apple Ma/its angus i/to/ia

Bradford Pear Pyrus callervana var. Brad/rd

Golden Raintree Koelreuteria paniculata

Caddo Maple Acer harbatuni var. C’addo

Red Maple Acer rubrum

Bigtooth Maple Acer grandidentatum

Bur Oak Quercus macrocaipa

Chinquapin Oak Quercus inuhlc’nbergii

Live Oak Quercus virginiana

Shumard Red Oak Quercus shuinardii

Texas Red Oak Ouercus texana

Post Oak Quercus stc!lata

Blackjack Oak Quercus marilandica

Pecan Cana i/hnuiucnsLs

Lac.ebark Elni panit6lia

Cedai. E.im U.niis rassifbiiz

American Elm Cimus umcricuna

Bald Cypress iixodiii,,i dislic/tuin

Black \\alnut J/i.ians nru



Texas Ash &axinits fcx’nsis

LS0utm Magnolia Magnolia grandiflora

FABLE B \et L than Forestr\ Area

Net Urban Forestry Area Square Feet
Acres

Cm sarea of pmpert v

Utility rights-of’ ay or easements regulated by the Public Utility -- --

Commission Texas Railroad Commission

Net urban tbrestr\ area

TABLE C Required Tree Canopy Area

Net Urban Forestry Area

Land Use/Canopy Coverage ratio
One- or two-family (40% coverage)
One— or two—family with trees planted on individual lots
(25% coverage) x
Commercial (30% coverage)
Industrial (20% coverage)

Additional 5% if only protected trees are being preserved

Required canopy coverage

TABLE D Minimum Canonv Retention

Square leer

\H: ttL IIiLl\ ca

Preservation requirement I X 025 X 025

A.dditional 5/ it oni v prot uted treer are brine nrterve

20



TABLE E Significant Tree Removal

Inches Canopy

( alculation DRH Sq Ft
All Post Oaks;Blackjack Oaks 20’ dbh (if east (t

1-35)

All other trees 30 dbh (regardless of species or

location)
—

Total of significant_trees to be preserved

Significant tree preservation credit (sq ft x 1.5)
Total of significant trees to be removed ()—* —_______

Removal Options (Choose One):

Retention of existing canopy 1.5X the canopy of

removed significant trees--in excess of minimum

retention (sq ft x I .5)

Planting additional trees 5X the canopy of removed

significant trees--in excess of total planting (sq ft

Paywent into tree fund for total inches dbh of (sq ft x
significant trees removed @ $200 per inch dbh $200)

miti gates the removal of the significant tree(s)

TABLE F Prefened Tree List

Large Qanopy Trees

Pecan ( ‘anti il/imum ‘ii is

I )codar ( ed ar ( ..‘i/ru clt’utlura

( ireen \h I ne.xinin /N’flhI sr/ia,tha

S tut hcrn \1 no Ii a . Iaiia/iu n i/it Ii/1or

F3ur ( )ik ()ii’i’& u iiic, ci17a

( ;iisi!’ )/I

“,‘ :‘‘‘

1 i 1k t1’tt

I I’. L (iit

\:ii:ii n I /ii’,, )I’

L icebark Elm



Medium Canopy Trees

Caddo Maple * leer barbatum var. (addo

Bigtooth Maple * Aer grandidentatum

Common Persimmon Diosnros vilginiana

Texas Ash Eraxinus texensis

Ginkgo Giiilçgo hiloba

Kentucky Coffeetree Gyninocladus dioieus

Eastern Red-Cedar * Juniperus virginiana

Golden Raintree Koelreitteria paniculata

Eldarica (Afghan) Pine * Pinits eldarica

Italian Stone Pine Pinus pinea

Chinese P i stache * Pis tue/a eli inensis

Honey Mesquite * Prosopis glandulosa

Blackjack Oak * Quercus mar/land/ca

Monterrey (Mex. White) Oak * Quercuspolymoipha

\Vestern Soapherry * Sapindus drurninondu

Pond Cypress Thxodium ascendens

Bald Cypress * Taxodiurn distieh urn

Small Canopy Trees

Japanese Maple Acer palmaturn

Common Button—bush Cephulantlius o c/dental/s

Redbud * C crc/c (LiliLid

Desert \\ C ,it1si !ii aui

RuI t it Rac i,, i, in ,

I exas Persimmon * J) r ros IL aia

Carolina Buckthorn r franula arolzniaiia

Yauptmn l-Ioll * I/cl ifl11I1lt1

H’ ! I ‘



Creape Myrtle * Lagersiroernia indica

Mexican Plum * Prunus incxicana

White Shin Oak * Ouercus sinuata ar. brevi/oba

Flameleaf Sumac * Rhus lanceolata

Eve’s Necklace * Sophora af/Inis

Mexican Buckeye * t ngnadia speclosa

Rusty Blackhaw I ?burnum rutkiuluni
* Drought tolerant species
# Not recommended for parking lots or high heat areas

TABLE G Tree Preservation and Planting Area

______

large canopy trees (. 2.000 square feet per tree
(minimum spacing of 40 feet on center)

_____

medium canopy trees 700 square feet per tree
(minimum spacing of 24 feet on center)

______

small canopy trees @ I 00 square feet per tree
(minimum spacing of 8 feet on center)

_____

additional trees

Total preservation and planting

TABLE H Parking Canopy Area

Area of parking and drives

Reouied canopy eoerage of pa rkin areas X 0.4 N 04

Required canopy coverae

A.rea of canopy coverr.ge he.ing provided

Area of existing tree canopy retained

Planting



TABLE I Initial Urban Forestry De elopment Agreement

Overall Canopy
(enter Land Use 1)pe) - Part I

Net trban Forestry Area Square Feet Acres
Gross_Area of_Propey

___
___

__

__

-

_

—

_

-

_

UtllityEascments

_____

Net Urban_Forestry_Area

Required Tree Canopy Area Square FeH Acres
Net Area

Canopy Ratio
Required Tree Canopy Coverage

H
rvation/RetentionofEthtingCanopv Acres

L Existing Tree Canopy

Preservation Requirement (20, 30. 40%)

Minimum Retention of Existing Tree Canopy
Area of Existing Tree Canopy Retained
Preservation Ratio

Retention of Canopy for Significant and Large
Tree Canopy Removal

- Square Feet Acres
Significant and Large Tree Canopy to be

Preservation Requirement (150° o)

______ ________

Minimum Retention of Existing Tree Canopy for
Removal of Significant and Large Tree Canopy

____

Area of Existing Tree Canopy Retained for
Remoal of Significant and Large Tree Canopy

I \RL F J t than Foretr\ Dc’ ehpnwnt \rce1ncnt ( anop’. I iaking

H igrtopo
I Coverage Coverage Off Site j Beginning Ending

Project Project Site Usage I Ruired ‘Provided Mitatioi? Land Land
#jACa.Ja jj Ift mUøne



SECTION 4.

Chapter 9, “Definitions” is hereby amended to add the following definitions:

Caliper: The diameter of a tree. measured at a point six (6) inches above the ground line if the resulting
measurement is no more than four (4) inches. LI’ the resu1tint measurement is more than four (4) inches.
the measurement is made at a point twelve (12) inches above the ground line.

City Forester: For the purpose of tree preservation, that person or persons designated by the
Director of Planning and Development to provide administrative review and approval of Urban
Forestry Plans Permits (Urban Forestry Compliance Section).

Critical Root Zone: Area around the trunk of the tree that is equal to a radius of one (1) foot per
inch diameter measured at breast height (DBH) — four and one-half (4.5) feet.

Diameter at Breast f/eight of an Existing D’ee (DR/Ti: That measurement of the size’diameter of
a tree as determined by measuring at thur and one-half (4.5) feet above the soil level. For a
multi-trunk tree, the diameter shall be the total diameter of the largest trunk plus one-half (1/2)
the diameter of each additional trunk.

Disruptive Activity: Any permanent change to existing surface conditions including clearing,
grading. trenching. boring, and similar activities. Disruptive activity will iOT include normal
mowing or removal of trees less than six inches in diameter.

Landscape Plan: A plan illustrating bufferyard features and landscaping required per Chapter 6,
Article 3 of the Zoning Ordinance, and to illustrate trees along arterial streets required per
Chapter 6, Article Ill.B. of the Subdivision Ordinance. Buffer yards are required along common
property lines of one- or two-family districts adjacent to nonresidential districts for which certain
trees may be credited. In addition, landscape plans are required for commercial, industrial, and
manufactured home uses to include shrubs and sod (all references to trees have been removed
from the landscaping requirements per Ordinance No. 1 7367). Trees are required along arterial
streets ftw residential subdivisions of three lots or more.

Public Project: Capital improvement project that includes a disruptive activity that will prevent
the surface from being restored to its’ original condition, Public projects shall specifically exclude
utilities regulated by the Public Utility Commission or the Railroad Commission.

•Pi’mcncd I/’c: An heal.th tree retained fbr the purpose of meeting the rc.quirements under
Se.cti.on 63O2

c /tltasiircs: Protecti e frncing surrounding the critical root zone and hark protection to
ensure that all prohibited acti ities in the critical root zone are prevented, including tdr trees on
adjacent properties. In addition, appropriate construction methods as outlined in section 6,3U 1 K.
of th Zo”ing rdtnaoLo — Lindsoaprng and Buffei shall be tollored



Significant or Large &ee:A tree twenty-seven (27) inches in diameter (84.82 inches in
circumference) for the entire city or eighteen (18) inches in diameter (56.55 inches in
circumference) for Post Oaks and Blackjack Oaks east of Interstate Highway 35 West.

Tree Removal: The cutting. destroying. removing, moving, poisoning, banding, marking, or
effectively destroying through damaging, any tree six (6) inches or greater in diameter.
regardless of species, situated on property regulated by the Zoning Ordinance without tirst
obtaining an Urban Forestry Plan Permit from the City Forester.

Tree Removal Permit: A permit required for the removal of a single tree as required under
Section 6.302.

Urban Forestry Permit: A permit required under Section 6.3O2for the removal of more than one
(1) tree or the construction of new structures on properties greater than one acre for where a
building permit is required.

Urban Forestry Plan: A plan showing the location of existing canopy coverage and any trees
that are classified as large or significant as per 6.302.G.3. on the site. the location of all
easements. the location of all proposed buildings. a grading plan, if applicable: the trees desired
to be removed, the trees that shall remain on the site, and an accompanying document indicating
the reason thr the proposed removal of any tree, and if applicable, a description on how the
existing healthy trees proposed to be retained will be protected from damage from construction.

SECTION 5.

That this ordinance shall be cumulative of all other ordinances of the City of Fort Worth

affecting zoning and shall not repeal any of the provisions of such ordinances, except in those

instances where provisions of such ordinances are in direct conflict with the provisions of this

ordinance.

SECTION 6.

That all rights or remedies of the City of Fort Worth. Texas. are expressly saed as to any

and all violations of Ordinance Non 3011. 1 3896, or any amendments thereto that have accrued at

the time of the eftctive date of this ordinance: and as to such accrued vIolations, and all pending

litigation both en 11 or enmin ml ntmc shill not be mffccted h\ this ordinance but max he



SECTION 7.

That it is hereby declared to be the intention of the City Council that the sections,

paragraphs. sentences, clauses and phrases of this ordinance are severable, and if any phrase.

clause, sentence, paragraph or section of this ordinance shall be declared void, ineffective or

unconstitutional by the valid judgment or decree of any court of competent jurisdiction, such

voidness. ineffectiveness or unconstitutionality shall not affect any of the remaining phrases,

clauses, sentences, paragraphs or sections of this ordinance, since the same would have been

enacted by the City Council without the incorporation herein of any such void, ineffective or

unconstitutional phrase, clause, sentence, paragraph or section.

SECTION 8.

That this ordinance shall take effect upon adoption.

APPROVED AS TO FORM AND LEGALITY:

By i t,A& AY\L
Assistant City’ Attorney

Adopted: May 12, 2009

Effectixe /


