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BEULAH A. HARRISS

BEULAH A. HARRISS (1889-1977) MOVED TO DENTON IN 1914 FROM
NEBRASKA TO BECOME THE FIRST WOMEN'S PHYSICAL EDUCATION
TEACHER AT NORTH TEXAS STATE NORMAL COLLEGE, NOW UNIVERSITY
OF NORTH TEXAS (UNT). WITH A DEGREE FROM THE UNIVERSITY OF
NEBRASKA IN PHYSICAL EDUCATION, HARRISS COACHED THE
UNIVERSITY’S FIRST WOMEN'’S ATHLETIC TEAMS AND INSTRUCTED EVERY
SPORT EXCEPT FOOTBALL. SHE ORGANIZED THE PHYSICAL EDUCATION
DEPARTMENT IN 1918, WHICH GREW UNDER HER DIRECTION, AND THE
GREEN JACKETS CLUB; WHOSE PURPOSE WAS TO SUPPORT ALL

ACTIVITIES OF THE COLLEGE. _ _
HARRISS WAS A FOUNDER IN 1923 OF THE TEXAS STATE PHYSICAL

EDUCATION ASSOCIATION (NOW TEXAS ASSOCIATION OF HEALTH,
PHYSICAL EDUCATION, RECREATION AND DANCE), SERVING AS
PRESIDENT IN 1933. SHE WAS ALSO A FOUNDER OF THE TEXAS

WOMAN'’S ATHLETIC ASSOCIATION IN 1924, ESTABLISHED IN 1928 AT
UNT, HARRISS WAS ONE OF TWELVE CHARTER MEMBERS OF THE RHO
CHAPTER OF DELTA PSI KAPPA, A NATIONAL FRATERNITY FOR THE

PROMOTION OF INTERESTS IN THE FIELD OF PHYSICAL EDUCATION. SHE
WAS NAMED HONORARY NATIONAL PRESIDENT IN 1960. THE FIRST
RECOGNIZED GIRL SCOUT IN TEXAS, HARRISS STARTED THE FIRST TROOP
AT THE COLLEGE IN DENTON IN 1917. SHE HELPED BUILD THE SCOUT
LODGE AT HILLS AND HOLLOWS IN SOUTH DENTON IN 1923. HARRISS
AND 12 OTHER PROFESSORS FROM THE COLLEGE WERE CHARTER
MEMBERS OF THE DENTON COUNTY TEACHERS FEDERAL CREDIT UNION
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& i AFTER 46 YEARS AT UNT AS A TEACHER AND WOMEN'S ATHLETICS !
o R ACTIVIST, HARRISS RETIRED IN 1960. SHE WAS INDUCTED INTO THE e

£t o NORTH TEXAS ATHLETIC HALL OF FAME IN 1987, 10 YEARS AFTER HER

o =+l DEATH. HARRISS DEVOTED HER LIFE TO THE YOUTH AND CITIZENS OF

£y y T DENTON “AND IS REMEMBERED EACH FEBRUARY 27TH ON BEULAH

HARRISS DAY. THE GIRL SCOUT LITTLE HOUSE STOOD NEAR THIS SITE.
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