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TxDOT Highway Lighting Agreement
City Council

July 18, 2017

Presenter
Presentation Notes
This presentation is intended to provide information about DME’s current activities related to renewable energy and to start a conversation about Denton achieving 100% renewables by 2035.
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TxDOT & 35 Express

Nearing completion of portion of 35Express project in Denton
• Highway lighting will be installed in August 2017
• TxDOT needs a decision on type of lighting
• City staff has calculated estimated costs for lighting
• Legal staff has prepared draft agreements

Presenter
Presentation Notes
As a reminder, DME has been Denton’s community-owned electric utility since 1905.
We serve over 52,000 customers, which makes us the 6th largest municipally owned electric utility in Texas.
We have an annual budget of approximately $176 million
DME is part of ERCOT, and we are governed by the City Council and the PUB.
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Safety vs. Continuous

Safety Lighting
• Required to be installed
• 114 lamps
• 56 wallpacks
• Paid by TxDOT
• Estimated $10,500 per 

year to operate

Continuous Lighting
• Not required
• 278 lamps
• 56 wallpacks
• Paid by City of Denton 
• Estimated $20,600 per 

year to operate

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Approximately one year ago, City Council voted to approve the Renewable Denton Plan. That resolution included the direction to, “[achieve] 100% renewable by 2035, while continuing to offer competitive electric rates and electric reliability.”
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TxDOT Highway Illumination Manual

Safety Lighting
• Requires lighting to be 

installed at:
• Interchanges 
• Intersections
• Other points of 

nighttime hazard

Continuous Lighting
• Provides uniform 

illumination on:
• All main lanes
• All direct connections

• Complete lighting for all 
interchanges

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Approximately one year ago, City Council voted to approve the Renewable Denton Plan. That resolution included the direction to, “[achieve] 100% renewable by 2035, while continuing to offer competitive electric rates and electric reliability.”
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Scripture St.

Scripture St.

Continuous

Safety

IH35 E
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US 380

US 380

US 380
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Safety

IH35 E



7/10

Brinker Rd

Brinker Rd

Continuous

Safety

IH35 E
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Safety vs. Continuous

Safety Lighting
Estimated savings of $20,600 
per year as compared to 
continuous lighting

Continuous Lighting
• Safer driving conditions

• Increase nighttime 
visibility

• Lower night-to-day 
accident ratio

• Cities South of Denton have 
chosen continuous lighting

• Additional visibility for law 
enforcement personnel and 
highway work

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Approximately one year ago, City Council voted to approve the Renewable Denton Plan. That resolution included the direction to, “[achieve] 100% renewable by 2035, while continuing to offer competitive electric rates and electric reliability.”
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Recommendation
Option 1:
Approve the continuous lighting agreement as recommended by the 
Public Utilities Board (7/10).

Option 2:
Approve the safety lighting agreement. 
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State School Rd

Mayhill Rd

State School Rd
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Loop 288

Loop 288
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Teasley Ln

Teasley Ln
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Lindsey St

Lindsey St

Lindsey St
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N. Texas Blvd

N. Texas Blvd
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Bonnie Brae Blvd

Bonnie Brae Blvd

Bonnie Brae Blvd
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Oak St

Oak St

Oak St

Oak St
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