


Denton Fire Department Captain’s Exam Appeals 2024 
Department Response 

 

Source: Fire Officer Principles and Practice (4th Ed.) (2021) IAFC/NFPA 
 
Question 19 (1 appeal) 
 
The role of the company officer is that of a _______ when developing the skills and 
competencies of the members of the work unit. 

a. leader 
b. coach 
c. guide 
d. monitor 
 
Answer – B (page 95) 

 
Department Response: SUSTAIN/ACCEPT 
 
Reasoning:  While the question is not directly from the text, it does discuss the fire officer as a 
“coach.” Appellant referenced page 14, which mentions leading (and also guiding), but in 
regard to influencing. Answer B is the best answer.   
 
The department response is to sustain the key. 
 
 
  







Source: Fire Officer Principles and Practice (4th Ed.) (2021) IAFC/NFPA 
 
Question 20 (2 appeals) 

 
Which of the following best describes a situation where the Laissez-Faire leadership style would 
be appropriate? 

a. During routine operations that pose little hazard 
b. During the planning phase of a project 
c. During the development of a daily company work plan 
d. During high risk emergency scene activities 

 
Answer – A (Page 44) 

 
Department Response: SUSTAIN/ACCEPT 
 
Reasoning:  Answer is verbatim from text. Verbiage from the text states to use Laissez-Faire 
leadership for “routine duties that pose little personal hazard.” Book also states on the same 
page, “The officer should use democratic style of leadership when planning a project or 
developing the daily work plan of the company.” 
 
The department response is to sustain the key. 
 
  















Source: Fire Officer Principles and Practice (4th Ed.) (2021) IAFC/NFPA 
 
Question 26 (5 appeals) 
 
Incident scene rehabilitation is the responsibility of the 

a. aide. 
b. operations officer. 
c. safety officer. 
d. logistics officer. 

 
Answer – C (Page 235) 

 
Department Response: SUSTAIN/ACCEPT multiple answers: C & D are correct. 
 
Reasoning:  Page 235 just states it is the responsibility of the safety officer to “ensure that an 
appropriate rehabilitation process is established.” However, page 359-360 states that the 
logistics section, under the logistics chief, may provide subunits as support for large incidents, 
such as a rehabilitation unit. Answer B is not correct; it refers to an officer in charge of an 
Operations Section, not an officer in charge of a single resource. 
 
The department response is to multiple answers; C & D are correct. 
 

  





Source: Fire Officer’s Handbook of Tactics (5th Ed.) Norman 
 
Question 40 (1 appeal) 
 
The most serious drawback of positive pressure ventilation is the danger of fanning smoldering 
fire into a blaze. The best way to counteract the problem is to 

a. carefully control the volume and direction of air being generated. 
b. have a charged hose line in place and ready to operate. 
c. not use positive pressure ventilation in areas where this is likely to occur. 
d. thoroughly extinguish the fire before applying positive pressure ventilation. 

 
Answer – B (page 243) 

 
Department Response: SUSTAIN/ACCEPT 
 
Reasoning:  Answer is verbatim from text. The question asks for the “best way”; the text clearly 
states the BEST way to counteract the “most serious” drawback of PPV, is to “have a charged 
hose line in place and ready to operate” (Answer B).   
 
The department response is to sustain the key. 
 
 
 
 

 
 

  





Source: Legal Considerations for Fire & Emergency Services (4th Ed.) Varone 
 
Question 60 (1 appeal) 
 
One of the key issues with regard to battery is differentiating between _________ and 
__________ contact. 

a. accidental; non-accidental 
b. permitted; unpermitted 
c. timing; coincidence 
d. relationship; age 

 
Answer – B (page 167) 

 
Department Response: SUSTAIN/ACCEPT 
 
Reasoning: Answer is verbatim from text. Appellant refers to page 168 for examples of 
accidental vs non-accidental contact. However, those words are not used in the text and the 
examples on page 168 are referring to implied or express consent.  
 
The department response is to sustain the key. 

 
  





Source: Legal Considerations for Fire & Emergency Services (4th Ed.) Varone 
 
Question 63 (1 appeal) 
 

When one party fails to live up to the promises made in a contract, or fails to properly 
execute his or her part of the agreement, the contract is: 

a. said to have been breached. 
b. enforced on a conceptual level. 
c. null and void. 
d. only valid if both parties re-affirm the contract provisions. 

 
Answer – A (page 273) 
 

Department Response: SUSTAIN/ACCEPT 
 
Reasoning: Answer is verbatim from text. The word “null” is not used on page 274, only 
“voidable” or “void” contracts.  
 
The department response is to sustain the key. 
 
 
 
 

  





Source: Legal Considerations for Fire & Emergency Services (4th Ed.) Varone 
 
Question 65 (1 appeal) 
 
_____________ is the second element of negligence. 

a. Damages to the plaintiff 
b. Breach of the standard of care 
c. Beyond a reasonable doubt 
d. An act or omission 
 
Answer – A (pages 200) 
 

Department Response: SUSTAIN/ACCEPT multiple answers: A, B, & D are correct. 
 
Reasoning: The elements of negligence are ordered in section 8.2 on page 200; however, the 
text does not state that they must be in that order to determine negligence.  
 
The department response is to multiple answers; A, B, & D are correct. 
 
 

  







Source: Legal Considerations for Fire & Emergency Services (4th Ed.) Varone 
 
Question 67 (1 appeal) 
 
One of the common practical issues that arise in residency cases concerns __________. 

a. the number of employees within the entity 
b. the evidence necessary to establish residency 
c. whether requirements exist in comparable communities 
d. the proximity of the residence to the fire department facility 
 
Answer – B (pages 487) 

 
Department Response: SUSTAIN/ACCEPT 
 
Reasoning: Answer is verbatim from text. The examples the appellant gives are examples of 
evidence necessary to establish residency. The appeal does not tie Answer D to the question. 
 
The department response is to sustain the key. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  





Source: Command and Control: ICS, Strategy Development and Tactical 
Selections, Book 1 (2nd Ed.) IFSTA 

 
Question 87 (1 appeal) 
 
Select the overhaul decision-making cue from the following choices: 

a. Weather forecast; potential for windshift 
b. Type of roof construction, preburn time 
c. Potential of flying embers starting exposure fires 
d. Utilities still activated 

 
Answer – D (page 96) 
 

Department Response: SUSTAIN/ACCEPT 
 
Reasoning: Answer is verbatim from text. The paragraph from page 234 the appellant cites 
does not mention cues and is very specific to lumberyard fires. The best answer is D. 
 
The department response is to sustain the key. 
 

 

  





Source: Command and Control: ICS, Strategy Development and Tactical 
Selections, Book 1 (2nd Ed.) IFSTA 

 
Question 89 (1 appeal) 
 
Considerations for incidents involving ground transportation include all of the following 
EXCEPT: 

a. available resources. 
b. approaching the site from multiple sides. 
c. risk to occupants. 
d. traffic hazards. 

 
Answer – B (page 292-293) 
 

Department Response: SUSTAIN/ACCEPT 
 
Reasoning: Answer is verbatim from text. The question specifically references the section 
“Ground Transportation Incidents” and the cited reference from the appellant on page 302 is 
from a different section titled, “Railroad Incidents.” These two incidents have different 
considerations. 
 
The department response is to sustain the key. 
 
 
 

  





Source: Command and Control: ICS, Strategy Development and Tactical 
Selections, Book 1 (2nd Ed.) IFSTA 

 
Question 95 (1 appeal) 
 
With regard to command options, ____________ is generally associated with a critical fast 
attack situation or known rescue. 

a. command mode 
b. nothing showing mode 
c. defensive mode 
d. passing command mode 

 
Answer – D (page 55) 
 

Department Response: SUSTAIN/ACCEPT 
 
Reasoning: While the word “mode” is not included in “Passing Command,” the other verbiage is 
directly from the text. The appellant stated that “passing command” is not considered a mode; 
however, the “passing command” bullet, along with the other command bullets, are all listed 
under the following sentence:  

 
“The type of incident, conditions, and available resources will guide the officer’s direct 
involvement and mode of operation such as the following:” 
 

Therefore, the bulleted item “passing command” is considered a mode of operation.  
 

The department response is to sustain the key. 
 




