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HISTORY

For 79 years, generations of Dentonites driving

down North Elm Street on the town Square have

been greeted by the giant red, white and blue Fine
Arts Theater marquee, a staple of downtown. Since
1935, the space has been a theater (before then, it
was home to two different furniture and undertaker
businesses). Originally named the Texas Theater (its
name would change fo the Fine Arts Theater in 1957),
it was part of the Denton Square’s theater row, which
featured five theaters around the courthouse. But by
1981, the theater was forced to close. It reopened as
a dollar theater in April 1982, but the balcony caught
fire only five months later.
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CONDITION AT TIME OF PURCHASE

Fine Arts Theater of Denton, LLC, was formed
in May 2018 by local forward-thinking, civic-
minded, Denton enthusiasts with the plan of
purchasing and rehabilitating Fine Arts Theater.

Since 1982, the building had been periodically
used as a church and performance space, but it
remained vacant since 2014.

During this time, the condition of the theater
suffered due to previous fire damage and
subsequent weather effects.
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PRESENT CONDITION

Since the purchase of the historic Fine Arts Building in 2018, a substantial amount of
planning and predevelopment work has been completed to date including:

Engaged Architexas, a Dallas-based historic preservation architectural firm;

Remediated asbestos and mold throughout the structure;

Completed demolition of the interior in preparation for the full renovation;

Completed construction of a new roof;

Worked with local contractor Tim Beaty Builders to value engineer and devise a full

renovation budget;

e Completed renovation plans and specifications and obtained City of Denton permit
approval; and

¢ Obtained approval for the Federal Historic Tax Credit Application (State of Texas

Historic Tax Credit approval pending).

To date, a total of $1.776 million has been expended, including $764,000 for purchase
of the building and $1.012 million for predevelopment costs.
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FINE ARTS FUTURE

Alex Payne, Brad Andrus, Jason Reimer, Barak Epstein, and Martin Isles are all
experienced investors and promoters representing the ownership group, which is infent
on returning the Fine Arts Theater back to the community in its most viable function as a
multi-use entertainment venue.

Examples of its activity will involve various presentation options including movies (first-
run and independent), film festivals, concerts, live performance and rentals such as
receptions, seminars and worship services, as well as various community-based rentals.

The rehabilitation plan includes a restored main theater with approximately 200 seats
and V.I.P. mezzanine (25-30 seats), a smaller movie theater on the second level with
approximately 50 seats, a new concession area at the entrance and a bar that overlooks
the downtown courthouse open to theater patrons and casual visitors alike, making it an
instant tourist attraction.
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REHABILITATION PLANS
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REHABILITATION PLANS
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REHABILITATION TEAM

NorthBridge Realty Holdings provides full service

A X A
consulting for land use, real estate, and economic
development projects. Services are available for all NORTHBRIDGE
aspects of a development project, from early project
feasibility and site selection, through full entitlement work, to issuance of Certificate of
Occupancy.

Their associates are leaders in their respective fields of experience. The company offers
a wide range of expertise in land use planning, real estate development, economic
development, public/private partnerships, strategic planning, and project management.

Talented Friends is a creative direction company collaborating across
multiple mediums. The common thread found throughout their varied
output is thoughtful curation and attention to detail from concept to
execution.

For four decades, Rudick Construction has served

as a full-service commercial General Contractor I~ 5%9!&5
delivering projects that are incorporated into the

regions’ landscape. What sets them apart is their ability to step in at any stage of a
project’s life cycle and complete the build, with expectation-exceeding results, at the
best market price available.

A h‘ Architexas provides a broad range of services
rC ltexas encompassing architecture, planning and historic

preservation. With every project, they follow a
process that begins with researching and understanding the context — the physical,
historical, and programmatic conditions — within which they will be working. Each
project is seen as an opportunity to create a carefully crafted response to a unique
set of circumstances and client aspirations.
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PROOF OF CONCEPT

THE TEXAS THEATRE | thetexastheatre.com

After over a decade of disrepair, in February 2010 Jason Reimer began screening
films ot the Texas Theatre and launched a marketing campaign as part of the Oak

Cliff Foundation, a community non-profit that previously owned the defunct theater.

By August of that same year, Barak Epstein formed Aviation Cinemas and Reimer
joined the team. Construction began that fall with a new bar and concession as well as
renewed projection capabilities.

After re-opening in December there was immediate interest to use the building again
in many different ways including workshops, award shows, live performance and most
of all, movie screenings.

The Texas Theatre today is a strong community anchor for art and commerce
and a highly decorated, unique entertainment experience open for movies and events

of all kinds.
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COMMUNITY & ECONOMIC IMPACT

As a recognized arts leader invested in the continued development of the City of
Denton as a strong, vibrant and healthy community, the Historic Fine Arts Theater

is committed to expanding opportunities to improve the lives of the most vulnerable
people residing in Denton’s underserved neighborhoods and to ensure that theater arts
experiences are accessible to all members of the community.

The Historic Fine Arts Theater of Denton is committed to the growth of diverse
programming, community partnerships and collaborations, theater training and more
importantly, to provide an arts community center for downtown Denton.

The restoration of this iconic feature that sits in the heart of the Downtown Denton
Square will be a catalyst for economic growth and revitalization for the entire historic
square. Theater events directly and in partnership with others will draw almost 10,000
patrons to downtown Denton each year where they can shop, dine, and visit the
original historic Denton County Courthouse. This increase in visitors will boost the
downtown economy and the local hotel and visitor industry.

JOB TRAINING IN THE THEATER ARTS

The Historic Fine Arts Theater plans to partner with the University of North Texas’s
Media Arts and Hospitality Management Departments to provide training, jobs and
internships for aspiring film and theater arts majors.

COMMUNITY AND SPECIAL EVENTS

The Historic Fine Arts Theater intends to open its doors for local non-profits, businesses
and major corporations, community groups, civic organizations, and public authorities
to hold fundraisers, celebrations, and awareness events throughout the year. Non-
profit organizations, including regional festivals, will be extended heavily discounted
rates for building usage. The Theater will also be available as a private wedding or
other party venue at rental rates which are expected to be as much as 50% less than
other venues of similar size.

ELEMENTARY SCHOOL EDUCATIONAL FIELD TRIPS

The Historic Fine Arts Theater intends to coordinate with Denton Independent School
District and neighboring school districts to offer field trips for K-6 children to view
educational or historical films during the school year. It is expected that ot least 2,500
children per school year will participate in these educational field trips.

HIGH SCHOOL THEATER ARTS AND FILM EDUCATION

Thousands of local high school students will be able to benefit each school year from
exposure fo theater arts educational activities that foster their social and emotional
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development, self-expression, and creativity. The Historic Fine Arts Theater intends to
regularly present and host educational program throughout the school year. One such
program is High School Film Labs. High School Film Labs is a series of six informative
and engaging film workshops to pique the interest of student filmmakers and teachers.
The High School Film Labs content is aligned to Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills
making the curriculum more meaningful to classroom lessons while helping teachers
and administrators balance the impact of student film in their public or private high
school schools.

THEATER ARTS EDUCATION

Thousands of local high school students will be able to benefit each school year from
exposure fo theater arts educational activities that foster their social and emotional
development, self-expression, and creativity. The Historic Fine Arts Theater intends to
regularly present and host educational productions throughout the school year.

CLASSIC AND HISTORICAL MOVIE SERIES

The Historic Fine Arts Theater intends to annually host various low cost and often free
events related to cinema history and film culture, including classic films on 35MM
prints, special screenings with guest speakers or cast members and more. Examples
of these screenings would be holidays such as Veterans Day and Memorial Day or
similar national days of remembrance and sponsored by community leaders who want
to offer increased access and educational background to film culture at venues like the
Historic Fine Arts Theater.

PARTNERSHIP WITH THE GREATER DENTON ARTS COUNCIL,
THIN LINE FILM FESTIVAL AND RADIO KUZU

The Historic Fine Arts Theater plans to partner with the Greater Denton Arts Council
(“GDAC”), the Thin Line Film Festival and Radio KUZU.

GDAC has served the Denton community for almost 50 years by providing support for
Denton’s artists and community arts organizations. GDAC sponsors family programs
on the third Saturday of each month, Summer Arts Camps and Arts Afterschool
programs which provide access to the arts for the underserved Denton community.
The Fine Arts Theater will provide a venue for GDAC sponsored programs and events.

The Thin Line Film is a documentary film festival conducted each spring at various sites
throughout the City of Denton.  The Historic Fine Arts Theater will serve as one of the
film and event venues for Thin Line Film Festival.

KUZU Terrestrial radio station is based in Denton, just off the downtown square. KUZU

regularly holds events open to the public and encourages people from all walks of life
to become involved by creating their own shows. KUZU will host monthly and annual
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events to be held at the Historic Fine Arts Theater as well as skills training workshops
that pertain to radio communications. These events are projected to interact with as
many as 2,500 people a year.

ECONOMIC IMPACT

From major metropolitan areas to small rural towns, research shows that the arts
and culture industry is an economically sound investment. It attracts audiences, spurs
business development, supports jobs and generates government revenue. Locally as
well as nationally, the arts mean business.

Dr. Michael Carroll from UNT’s Economic Research Group has been engaged to

prepare an analysis of the economic impact of the revitalization of the historic Fine
Arts Theater. His findings will be presented at the council work session.
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FINE ARTS PRESS

e DALLASNEWS
by @lye Dallas Morning News

Oak Cliff comes to Denton as
Texas Theater’s reel heroes
rescue historic Fine Arts movie

house
READ MORE

New Owners Have Big Plans

For Denton’s Fine Arts Theater
READ MORE

€T

CENTRAL TRACK

Texas Theatre Owners Buy

Denton’s Fine Arts Theater
READ MORE

Denton’s Fine Arts Theater To Be

Restored
READ MORE

115 N. ELM STREET | DENTON, TX 76201

North Texas Daily

PRINT « DIGITAL « TV « RADIO

Historic Denton Square theater
under new ownership
READ MORE

S

Denton Record-Chronicle

Fine Arts Theater sold, will be
restored as entertainment venue

READ MORE

The Team Behind Texas Theatre
Just Bought An Abandoned
Movie House on Denton’s Town

Square
READ MORE

Bringing Back Denton’s Fine
Arts Theatre
READ MORE

Patch

Denton’s Fine Arts Theatre
Slated For Remodel
READ MORE
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BRAD ANDRUS
940 358 3588
brad@nbrealtyholdings.com

ALEX PAYNE
972 979 7727

alex@nbrealtyholdings.com

JASON REIMER
940 391 5899

jasonmreimer@gmail.com
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