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Demographics
• Population - 148,146 (2021 Census)

• Denton Plan 2040 projects 230,000 by 
2040

• 98.8 Square Miles of landmass

• 168 Sq. Mi. of Exterritorial Jurisdiction 
(ETJ)

• Northern intersection of I-35E and I-35W, 
the tip of the Golden Triangle connecting 
Dallas, Ft. Worth and Denton; running 
from Mexico to Minnesota. 
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Rapid Growth
• City population expected to grow by 80,000 in 

the next 20 years, up to 100,000 at the 
current growth rate*

• City of Denton recent population increase
• 141,880 (2021)  to 146,750 (2022) 

• 3.4% increase = 4,870 new residents this past year
• 13 people per day

• Denton County recent population increase

• 926,860 (2021)  to 950,660 (2022) 

• 2.6% increase = 23,830 new residents this past year
• 64 people per day

• Denton’s student enrollment 56,000
Source: University of North Texas and Texas Woman’s University 2022.
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Development Pressures
• Like most North Texas communities, Denton has grown significantly and is continuing to have 

an increase in submittals year after year.

• According to the Census Bureau data, from 2020 to 2021 Denton experienced the 14th largest 
numerical increase in population (5844) in the entire United States.

• Denton County ranks as the 4th in the Top 10 Counties for numeric growth in the United States 
from 2021 to 2022. 

Source: U.S. Census Bureau “Growth in the Nation’s Largest Counties Rebounds in 2022”, published March 30, 2023
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A MUD is a special district that functions as independent, limited 
government. MUDs utilize property tax revenues and user fees to build 
and maintain infrastructure operated by the MUD.

• 12 MUDs within the city’s ETJ and 8-10 with immediate 
proximity to the city’s ETJ. 

• Background: lack of annexation rights area is ripe. 
LIMITED AUTHORITY

• Acres of “unplanned” growth:
• 6,905 Acres (11 Sq. Mi. of the 168 Sq. Mi. of ETJ)

• Potential Number of Residential Units:
• Approximately 122,000 potential homes

• Potential number of lane miles of roadway: 
• Unknown
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Transportation Concerns

Number of Units Vehicles per household Trips per day

38,330 2 10

Totals 76,660 766,600

Public Safety Concerns

Number of Acres / Unit Count Calls per Year Calls per Day

6900+ (11 Sq. Miles of Denton's ETJ -168 Sq. Miles)

38,330 Units
(multiplier .24)

9,200 25

Solid Waste Considerations

Unit Count Household Weekly Annually

38,330 50
Does not include bulk, yard waste, etc.

50,000 Tons

Municipal Utility Districts 
(MUD)

CBAC-008



6

Development Services

Scott McDonald

scott.mcdonald@cityofdenton.com
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