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Summary

Proposal: Update DDC regulations related to Reasonable Accommodation, Group Homes, 
Community Homes, and Elderly Housing:

• Subchapter 2: Administration and Procedures
• Subchapter 5: Use Regulations

• Section 5.3.1D: Maximum persons occupying a dwelling
• Subchapter 7: Parking
• Subchapter 9: Definitions

Presented to the DCRC as a series after a review of regulations determined updates were needed: 
February 13, 2023, February 27, 2023, April 10, 2023, April 24, 2023, May 8, 2023
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Key Concepts

9/26/2023

How does the law generally define a disability? 
Each law/entity defines slightly differently, but 
generally includes the following:
• A physical or mental impairment that substantially 

limits one or more major life activities.
• A record of having such an impairment or being 

regarded as having such impairment.
• Disability does not include current use of, or 

addiction to, drugs or alcohol. However, individuals 
in recovery may be considered disabled.

What is a reasonable accommodation?
A change, exception, or adjustment to a rule, policy, or practice that is necessary to 
remove barriers that keep persons with disabilities from enjoying housing in a similar 
capacity as persons without disabilities. 
• Courts have determined it must be necessary AND reasonable. 
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9/26/2023

Review of DDC determined needed improvements

1. Reasonable Accommodation
• Section 2.8.2: Regulations difficult to find under the “Minor Modification” procedure
• Options limited
• Review and approval lacks a clear procedure

2. Use Regulations
• Section 5.3.3: Use-Specific Standards confusing, redundant

3. Section 5.3.1D: No exception for Community Homes, Group Homes, and Elderly Housing under
Maximum persons occupying a dwelling

4. Subchapter 7: Parking
Parking regulations difficult to apply

5. Subchapter 9: Definitions Current definitions are either too narrow to be useful or are extraneous and
not otherwise used in the DDC.
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• Create a separate Flexibility & Relief Procedure
• Remove barriers for persons with disabilities, 

but shouldn’t result in undue financial or 
administrative burden on the City; or 
fundamentally alter the nature of the City's 
land use and zoning regulations

• Application needed with owner authorization, 
but no fee

• 30-day process (with opportunity to stop the 
clock if additional information is needed)

• Approvals/denials/alternative by City Manager 
or designee 

• Appeals follow Administrative Appeal 
procedure to City Council*

• Accommodations subject to DDC 1.5, 
Nonconformities

Reasonable Accommodation
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Table of Allowed Uses

9/26/2023

S+ S++ +

S+ S+
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9/26/2023

Use-Specific Standards

Elderly Housing
• Remove max SF for R6 & R7
• Clarify design standards

Community Homes 
• Separate from Group Homes
• Add consistency with state law

Group Home
• Simplify Use-Specific Standards
• Remove redundancies and unnecessary 

modifications to standard DDC 
procedures

• Clarify specific application 
requirements
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Parking Group Living
Community 
Home 

1 space per bedroom 

Elderly 
Housing 

Director determination, see 
Subsection 7.9.4E.1

Group Home 1 space per  bedroom 
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Summary
Process Use Table Use-Specific Standards Parking Definitions

Reasonable 
Accommodation

Create 
separate 
Flexibility & 
Relief 
Procedure

Not applicable Not applicable Not applicable Not applicable

Elderly Housing Not 
applicable

Add Use-Specific 
Standards to MD 
and MR Districts; 
add to SC and HC 
Districts with an 
SUP; remove 
from GO District

Remove size limitation from R6 
and R7; remove confusing 
“assisted living facility” 
reference; add clarification to 
which Subchapter 7 Design 
Standards will apply 

Change to  
Director 
Determination

Add the following language for clarity: 
must include at least two of the following: 
common dining or meals, transportation, 
housekeeping, organized social activities, 
special safety and accessibility features, 
skilled nursing, memory care, and/or 
assistance with daily activities; remove 
the unnecessary categories

Community 
Home

Not 
applicable

No proposed 
changes

Separate the Use -Specific 
Standards from Group Home 
for clarity; update language for 
consistency with state law

Change to one 
space per 
bedroom

No proposed changes

Group Home Not 
applicable

Add to R1 and 
R2 with an SUP 
and Use-Specific 
Standards

Separate the Use -Specific 
Standards from Community 
Home for clarity; remove 
redundancies and unnecessary 
modifications to standard DDC 
procedures; clarify specific 
application requirements

Change to one 
space per 
bedroom

Combine Group Home and Group Home 
for Disabled Persons into one definition; 
add language to describe protective care 
and watchful oversight

Other None None

Add exemption for Community 
Homes, Group Homes, and 
Elderly Housing to Maximum 
Persons Occupying a Dwelling

None

Add definition for Disability for 
consistency with federal and state law 
and to include former use of controlled 
substances and/or alcohol; remove 
definitions for Disabled Persons, Assisted 
Living Facility, Handicap, Impairment, 
Physical or Mental, Institution
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Recommendation

The Planning and Zoning Commission recommended approval of this request [7-0]

Staff recommends approval with the amended Reasonable Accommodation appeal 
language noted in the backup as it is consistent with the criteria for approval 
outlined in Section 2.7.4D of the DDC.
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