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American Bumblebee 
on Green Antelopehorn Milkweed

Fire Station 8 (Pilot Site)
April 29, 2026



The Program So Far
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Virtual Engagement​ In-person Engagement​

~ 10,800 observations Seven Community Events

1,000+ Species Over 75 Volunteers

Over 270 Observers 200+ total participants

Over 1,400 Identifiers ~30 Organizations/Departments

• Sustainability 
Fairs

• Herpetology 
Walks

• Bioblitzes

• Prescribed 
Burns

• Site 
Preparation

• Bird Walks

Events Include:

• Keep Denton Beautiful
• Environmental Services & 

Sustainability
• Texas Women’s University

• North Texas University

• Denton Fire Department

• City of Lewisville PARD

• Texas Master Naturalists

• Ray Roberts State Park

• Texas Parks & Wildlife

• Trinity River Audubon
• Heard Natural Science 

Museum



National Recreation & Parks Association
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30 Days of Pollinators & Media Coverage
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Utilizing marketing, multi-departmental 
collaboration and over 40 volunteers 

across over a dozen groups, the City of 
Denton beat out over a hundred other 
PARDs and groups across the nation 

during the annual Parks for Pollinators 
Bioblitz hosted by the NRPA.

Keep Denton Beautiful donated items 
used for prizes for the Top 5 Observers 

in the city. Marketing crafted and 
released informational media posts 

about pollinators throughout the 
month. We kicked off the month with a 

three-part event that saw over 120 
attendees.



Prescribed Burns

As part of our restorative process, 
prescribed burns occurred across 
three sites in the last 12 months.

Some sites saw multiple burns in 
that time.

Sites include:
• Fire Station 7 (burned twice)
• North Lakes Park Wildflower 

Trail
• Burch Property
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Fire Station 7, 2025

Burch Property, 2026

Fun Fact: Indigenous tribes used fire to help push 
back woody species like trees, revitalize grass, 
and recycle nutrients back into the prairies.
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Let’s Discuss Denton

Our Discuss Denton site was launched 
this year in May of 2026.

On this site we discuss our mission, 
goals, and our current projects we call 

‘Phases’. We are gearing up for Phase 2. 

We offer event and project updates, 
important links and resources, as well 
as an interactive map that shows all 

observations across our sites. 

Phase
1

Phase
2

Phase
3

Fire Station 8 – Pilot Site

Audra Open Space

Cooper Glenn/Monterey Open Space

Home to both wetland and prairie ecosystems 
and over 160 species. Awarded the Native Plant 
Society of Texas – Trinity Forks Chapter Grant 

to aid our efforts in September of 2025. 

Roughly 4.5-acres, located off Audra Ln and 
has already been the subject of multiple 

seedings by staff. Over 150 species have been 
documented in this tree-bordered plot.

Home to over 400 species. Both share Cooper 
Creek, showcasing different fish, lizard, and 

bird species - representing a well-suited 
habitat for riparian and wildflower restoration 

efforts

https://engage.zencity.io/discussdenton/en-US/projects/denton-prairie-pathways#past%20events
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ArcGIS Interactive Map
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Fire Station 8 (Pilot Site)

Fire Station 8 is our official pilot site and 
is roughly 2-acres, located off Colorado 
Blvd. The first stages began April of 2025 
where Fire Station 8 was assessed and 

seeded with the help of volunteers. 

Continued bioassessments persisted 
through most of the year. We were then 

awarded the Native Plant Society of 
Texas – Trinity Forks Chapter Grant to 
aid our efforts in September of 2025.

We were one of five awarded $1,000 from the NPSOT-TFC 
Grant for Fire Station 8 that allowed us to purchase seeds 

and implement treatment
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Fire Station 8 (Pilot Site)

Volunteers came out in April ‘25 to aid in 
seeding and initial treatment of woody 

encroachment and invasive species like 
Johnsongrass.

 
In September '25, we began routine weed 

removal and put together a novel seed mix of 
species native to the area. 

In November of ’25, the entire plot was mowed 
down and seeded using a blended seed mix 
from Turner Seed and Native American Seed. 

Observations are ongoing, capturing successful 
germination and documenting any persistent 

invasive species. 

June 10th, 2026 wicking was implemented for 
Johnsongrass, with additional treatments soon 

to be scheduled.
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Our Local Plains Bison We hand made and installed a life-sized Plains Bison at 
Clear Creek—now the subject of many photos and media 
posts. It stands tall at the head of the Collins Prairie Trail.

Source: Denton Hiking Trips & Trails Facebook Group

July 9th, 2026
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Tawny Emperor on 
Sugar Hackberry

North Lakes Wildflower Trail
Sept 30th, 2025

Cuckoo Wasp on
Queen Anne’s Lace

Fire Station 8 (Pilot Site)
April 29th, 2026

Spotted Horsemint
Audra Open Space

June 29th, 2026

Leafcutter Bee on
Firewheel

Fire Station 8 (Pilot Site)
April 29th, 2026

Dakota Mock Vervain
Cooper Glenn
July 2nd, 2026

The Many Colors of Denton’s Greenspaces11



QUESTIONS?
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