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The following questions are from Fire Officer: Principles and Practice   

40. The ___________ allows for potential evidence to be seized during the processing of a fire 
scene. 

a. plain view doctrine 
b. search and seizure provision 
c. 1st amendment 
d. fire cause determination process 

Answer key: (a) Pg 185 

Appeals: 1 

Department Response: Sustain the key. Answer is verbatim from text on page 185. The 
appellant states the fire cause determination process gives the investigator legal authority to 
enter the property and without this authority evidence would be legally inadmissible. However, 
the “fire cause determination process” is not mentioned in the text. The text specifically states, 
“The plain view doctrine allows for potential evidence to be seized during the processing of a 
fire scene, if the investigator had a legal right to be there and the evidence is in plain view.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 







The following questions are from Legal Considerations for Fire and Emergency Services 

65. The rationale underlying the exhaustion of remedies doctrine is: 

a. to prevent litigants from taking detours around administrative steps by going directly to 
court. 

b. to ensure that no matter can be appealed once a remedy is applied. 
c. to encourage the use of administrative options. 
d. both answers a. and c. are correct 

Answer key: (d) Pg 80 

Appeals: 1 

Department Response: Sustain the key. Answer is verbatim from text on page 80. The 
appellant explains why A should be accepted as a correct answer. Since the answer is D, which 
states both answers A and C are correct, then answer A is inherently already a correct 
answer…as is C, which is why D is the best answer choice.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 





The following questions are from Brannigan’s Building Construction for the Fire Service 

94. A _________ is the amount of heat required to raise a pound of water one degree 
Fahrenheit. 

a. British Thermal Unit 
b. Calorie 
c. Kelvin 
d. Centigrade 

Answer key: (a) Pg 25 

Appeals: 1 

Department Response: Sustain the key. Answer is verbatim from text on page 25. The 
appellant states, “Question is confusing since ‘BTU’ is the unit of measurement for calorie.” 
However, the text states, “The basic measurement of caloric value is the Btu (British thermal 
unit), the amount of heat required to raise a pound of water one degree Fahrenheit.” While the 
“calorie” is also a unit of measurement, it is not referenced or applicable since the context of 
the section is caloric value of combustible materials. Also, a calorie is part of the metric system 
and is the energy needed to raise the temperature of a gram of water by one degree Celsius.  It 
is possible the appellant confused calorie with caloric value. 
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