
City of Denton

Meeting Agenda

City Hall

215 E. McKinney St.

Denton, Texas 76201

www.cityofdenton.com

Parks, Recreation and Beautification Board

Civic Center Community Room6:00 PMMonday, August 3, 2026

After determining that a quorum is present, the Parks, Recreation and Beautification Board of the City of 

Denton, Texas will convene in a Regular Meeting on Monday, August 3, 2026, at 6:00 p.m. in the Civic 

Center Community Room at 321 E. McKinney Street, Denton, Texas, at which the following items will be 

considered:

1.  PRESENTATIONS FROM MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC

This section of the agenda permits a person to make comments regarding public business on items not 

listed on the agenda.  This is limited to two speakers per meeting with each speaker allowed a maximum of 

four (4) minutes.  Such person(s) shall have filed a "Blue Card" requesting to speak during this period prior 

to the calling of this agenda item.

2.  ITEMS FOR CONSIDERATION

Consider approval of the minutes of July 6, 2026.PRB26-023A.

Exhibit 1- July 6, 2026Attachments:

Receive a report and hold a discussion regarding an update of the Prairie Pathways 

Program and Low Mow Program for City of Denton parks, open spaces, and rights of 

way.

PRB26-021B.

Exhibit 1- Agenda Information Sheet

Exhibit 2- Presentation

Attachments:

Receive a report and consider a Letter of Support of the City of Denton approving the 

submission of an application to the Texas Parks and Wildlife Department (TPWD) Local 

Parks Non-Urban Outdoor Recreation Grant Program 2027 in the amount of $750,000 

for design, materials and construction costs of a renovation to Roberts Field at Mack 

Park; and providing an effective date.

PRB26-022C.

Exhibit 1- Agenda Information Sheet

Exhibit 2 - Letter of Support Example

Exhibit 3 - Presentation

Attachments:

3.  CONCLUDING ITEMS
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August 3, 2026Parks, Recreation and 

Beautification Board

Meeting Agenda

A.  Under Section 551.042 of the Texas Open Meetings Act, respond to inquiries from the Parks, Recreation 

and Beautification Board or the public with specific factual information or recitation of policy, or accept a 

proposal to place the matter on the agenda for an upcoming meeting  AND  Under Section 551.0415 of the 

Texas Open Meetings Act, provide reports about items of community interest regarding which no action will be 

taken, to include: expressions of thanks, congratulations, or condolence; information regarding holiday 

schedules; an honorary or salutary recognition of a public official, public employee, or other citizen; a reminder 

about an upcoming event organized or sponsored by the governing body; information regarding a social, 

ceremonial, or community event organized or sponsored by an entity other than the governing body that was 

attended or is scheduled to be attended by a member of the governing body or an official or employee of the 

municipality; or an announcement involving an imminent threat to the public health and safety of people in the 

municipality that has arisen after the posting of the agenda.

NOTE:  The Parks, Recreation and Beautification Board reserves the right to adjourn into a Closed Meeting 

on any item on its Open Meeting agenda consistent with Chapter 551 of the Texas Government Code, as 

amended, or as otherwise allowed by law.

C E R T I F I C A T E

I certify that the above notice of meeting was posted on the official website 

(https://tx-denton.civicplus.com/242/Public-Meetings-Agendas) and bulletin board at City Hall, 215 E. 

McKinney Street, Denton, Texas, on Tuesday, July 28, 2026, in advance of the three (3) business day posting 

deadline, as applicable, and in accordance with Chapter 551 of the Texas Government Code.

____________________________________
OFFICE OF THE CITY SECRETARY

NOTE:  THE CITY OF DENTON'S DESIGNATED PUBLIC MEETING FACILITIES ARE 

ACCESSIBLE IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES ACT.  THE CITY 

WILL PROVIDE ACCOMMODATION, SUCH AS SIGN LANGUAGE INTERPRETERS FOR THE 

HEARING IMPAIRED, IF REQUESTED AT LEAST TWO (2) BUSINESS DAYS IN ADVANCE OF 

THE SCHEDULED MEETING. PLEASE CALL THE CITY SECRETARY'S OFFICE AT 940-349-8309 

OR USE TELECOMMUNICATIONS DEVICES FOR THE DEAF (TDD) BY CALLING 

1-800-RELAY-TX SO THAT REASONABLE ACCOMMODATION CAN BE ARRANGED.
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City of Denton Parks, Recreation, and Beautification Board 

Minutes 

July 6, 2026 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

After determining that a quorum of the City of Denton, Texas, Parks, Recreation, and 

Beautification Board was present, the Board convened in a Regular Meeting on Monday, July 6, 

2026, at 6:00 p.m. in the Civic Center Community Room at 321 E. McKinney Street, Denton, 

Texas. 

 

Present: Chair Joshua Taylor, Vice-Chair Elinor Lichtenberg, Members Rob Seay and Keri 

Caruthers  

 

Absent: Members Richard Villarreal, Bob Tickner, and Kady Finley 

 

1. PRESENTATIONS FROM MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC 

• None 

 

2. ITEMS FOR CONSIDERATION 

 

A. PRB26-020: Consider approval of the minutes of the May 4, 2026, and June 1, 2026, meetings. 

 

The item was presented, and discussion followed.  

 

Following discussion, Member Caruthers moved to adopt the item as presented; Vice-Chair 

Lichtenberg seconded. Motion carried. 

 

AYES (4): Chair Taylor, Vice-Chair Lichtenberg, Members Seay, and Caruthers. 

ABSENT (3): Members Tickner, Finley, and Villarreal  

NAYS (0):  

 

B. PRB26-012: Receive a report and hold a discussion regarding an update on the Beautification, 

Education & Event Services Division. 

 

No direction was provided as the item was presented for informational purposes only.  

 

C. PRB26-019: Receive a report, hold a discussion, and give staff direction on the proposed 

improvements for the newly acquired neighborhood park called Congress Street Park. 

 

The item was presented, and discussion followed.  

 

Following discussion, staff was provided the following direction: 

• Board requested staff consider bike racks at park.  

• Board suggested staff be cognizant of residents who do not have access to 

neighborhood associations when promoting surveys. 

• Board asked staff to look closely at visibility issues at intersection near park and discuss 

with transportation.  

 

Chair Taylor moved to adopt the item as presented; Member Caruthers seconded. Motion 

carried. 

 

AYES (4): Chair Taylor, Vice-Chair Lichtenberg, Members Seay, and Caruthers. 

ABSENT (3): Members Tickner, Finley, and Villarreal  



 

 

City of Denton Parks, Recreation, and Beautification Board Minutes 

July 6, 2026 
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NAYS (0):  

  

3. CONCLUDING ITEMS  

• Villages of Carmel Park Grand opening on Saturday July 11th. 

• Board suggested staff do additional PR on Halloween finances and how the city benefits.  

  

With no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 7:01pm. 

 

 

 
 

 

JOSHUA TAYLOR 

CHAIR 

CITY OF DENTON, TEXAS 

 

ROBIN HILL 

ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT 

CITY OF DENTON, TEXAS  

 

MINUTES APPROVED ON: _____________________________________ 



City of Denton 
 
 
 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 
AGENDA INFORMATION SHEET 

 
DEPARTMENT:  Parks and Recreation 
 
ACM:    Christine Taylor 
 
DATE:   August 3, 2026 
 
SUBJECT 
Receive a report and hold a discussion regarding an update of the Prairie Pathways Program and Low Mow 
Program for City of Denton parks, open spaces, and rights of way.  
 
STRATEGIC ALIGNMENT 
Promote Sustainability and the Environment 
 
BACKGROUND 
Staff will present progress made toward meeting the goals, objectives, and actions of the City of Denton’s 
Prairie Pathways Program and Low Mow Program. Staff will also provide information regarding current 
efforts being made to increase reintroduced prairie land within the city limits. 
 
EXHIBITS 
Exhibit 1- Agenda Information Sheet 
Exhibit 2- Presentation 
 
       Respectfully submitted: 

Allison Wing 
      Interim Director of Parks and Recreation 

 
Prepared by: 
Ziad Kharrat 
Assistant Director of Parks and Recreation 

 

City Hall 
215 E. McKinney Street 

Denton, Texas 
www.cityofdenton.com 



Prairie Pathways
And Low-Mow
Program Update

Chione Lawton, Ziad Kharrat, 
Marshall McGee & Erik Miller

PRB 26-021 August 3, 2026

American Bumblebee 
on Green Antelopehorn Milkweed

Fire Station 8 (Pilot Site)
April 29, 2026



The Program So Far

PRB 26-021 August 3, 2026
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Virtual Engagement​ In-person Engagement​

~ 10,800 observations Seven Community Events

1,000+ Species Over 75 Volunteers

Over 270 Observers 200+ total participants

Over 1,400 Identifiers ~30 Organizations/Departments

• Sustainability 
Fairs

• Herpetology 
Walks

• Bioblitzes

• Prescribed 
Burns

• Site 
Preparation

• Bird Walks

Events Include:

• Keep Denton Beautiful
• Environmental Services & 

Sustainability
• Texas Women’s University

• North Texas University

• Denton Fire Department

• City of Lewisville PARD

• Texas Master Naturalists

• Ray Roberts State Park

• Texas Parks & Wildlife

• Trinity River Audubon
• Heard Natural Science 

Museum



National Recreation & Parks Association

PRB 26-021 August 3, 2026
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30 Days of Pollinators & Media Coverage

PRB 26-021 August 3, 2026
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Utilizing marketing, multi-departmental 
collaboration and over 40 volunteers 

across over a dozen groups, the City of 
Denton beat out over a hundred other 
PARDs and groups across the nation 

during the annual Parks for Pollinators 
Bioblitz hosted by the NRPA.

Keep Denton Beautiful donated items 
used for prizes for the Top 5 Observers 

in the city. Marketing crafted and 
released informational media posts 

about pollinators throughout the 
month. We kicked off the month with a 

three-part event that saw over 120 
attendees.



Prescribed Burns

As part of our restorative process, 
prescribed burns occurred across 
three sites in the last 12 months.

Some sites saw multiple burns in 
that time.

Sites include:
• Fire Station 7 (burned twice)
• North Lakes Park Wildflower 

Trail
• Burch Property

PRB 26-021 August 3, 2026
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Fire Station 7, 2025

Burch Property, 2026

Fun Fact: Indigenous tribes used fire to help push 
back woody species like trees, revitalize grass, 
and recycle nutrients back into the prairies.
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Let’s Discuss Denton

Our Discuss Denton site was launched 
this year in May of 2026.

On this site we discuss our mission, 
goals, and our current projects we call 

‘Phases’. We are gearing up for Phase 2. 

We offer event and project updates, 
important links and resources, as well 
as an interactive map that shows all 

observations across our sites. 

Phase
1

Phase
2

Phase
3

Fire Station 8 – Pilot Site

Audra Open Space

Cooper Glenn/Monterey Open Space

Home to both wetland and prairie ecosystems 
and over 160 species. Awarded the Native Plant 
Society of Texas – Trinity Forks Chapter Grant 

to aid our efforts in September of 2025. 

Roughly 4.5-acres, located off Audra Ln and 
has already been the subject of multiple 

seedings by staff. Over 150 species have been 
documented in this tree-bordered plot.

Home to over 400 species. Both share Cooper 
Creek, showcasing different fish, lizard, and 

bird species - representing a well-suited 
habitat for riparian and wildflower restoration 

efforts

https://engage.zencity.io/discussdenton/en-US/projects/denton-prairie-pathways#past%20events
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ArcGIS Interactive Map
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Fire Station 8 (Pilot Site)

Fire Station 8 is our official pilot site and 
is roughly 2-acres, located off Colorado 
Blvd. The first stages began April of 2025 
where Fire Station 8 was assessed and 

seeded with the help of volunteers. 

Continued bioassessments persisted 
through most of the year. We were then 

awarded the Native Plant Society of 
Texas – Trinity Forks Chapter Grant to 
aid our efforts in September of 2025.

We were one of five awarded $1,000 from the NPSOT-TFC 
Grant for Fire Station 8 that allowed us to purchase seeds 

and implement treatment
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Fire Station 8 (Pilot Site)

Volunteers came out in April ‘25 to aid in 
seeding and initial treatment of woody 

encroachment and invasive species like 
Johnsongrass.

 
In September '25, we began routine weed 

removal and put together a novel seed mix of 
species native to the area. 

In November of ’25, the entire plot was mowed 
down and seeded using a blended seed mix 
from Turner Seed and Native American Seed. 

Observations are ongoing, capturing successful 
germination and documenting any persistent 

invasive species. 

June 10th, 2026 wicking was implemented for 
Johnsongrass, with additional treatments soon 

to be scheduled.

PRB 26-021 August 3, 2026
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Our Local Plains Bison We hand made and installed a life-sized Plains Bison at 
Clear Creek—now the subject of many photos and media 
posts. It stands tall at the head of the Collins Prairie Trail.

Source: Denton Hiking Trips & Trails Facebook Group

July 9th, 2026
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Tawny Emperor on 
Sugar Hackberry

North Lakes Wildflower Trail
Sept 30th, 2025

Cuckoo Wasp on
Queen Anne’s Lace

Fire Station 8 (Pilot Site)
April 29th, 2026

Spotted Horsemint
Audra Open Space

June 29th, 2026

Leafcutter Bee on
Firewheel

Fire Station 8 (Pilot Site)
April 29th, 2026

Dakota Mock Vervain
Cooper Glenn
July 2nd, 2026

The Many Colors of Denton’s Greenspaces11



QUESTIONS?
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City of Denton 
 
 
 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
AGENDA INFORMATION SHEET 

 
DEPARTMENT:  Parks and Recreation 
 
ACM:    Christine Taylor 
 
DATE:   August 3, 2026 
 
SUBJECT 
Receive a report and consider a Letter of Support of the City of Denton approving the submission of an 
application to the Texas Parks and Wildlife Department (TPWD) Local Parks Non-Urban Outdoor 
Recreation Grant Program 2027 in the amount of $750,000 for design, materials and construction costs of 
a renovation to Roberts Field at Mack Park; and providing an effective date.   
 
STRATEGIC ALIGNMENT 
This action supports Key Focus Areas: Strengthen Community and Quality of Life, Support Healthy and 
Safe Communities, and Promote Sustainability and the Environment.   
 
BACKGROUND 
The Parks and Recreation Department (PARD) is seeking $750,000 through TPWD’s Local Parks Grant 
Program 2027 for renovation of Roberts Baseball Field at Mack Park.  

This project will provide a place for athletes of all ages to engage in sports on a newly renovated field. The 
project is a remodel of an existing park asset. It will include site work to correct drainage issues, a new 
smart irrigation system, water conservation through the conversion to artificial turf, expanded trail system, 
and shade.  

The grant application will be completed by the PARD Planning staff. If awarded, the grant funding will 
cover the costs for design, materials and construction of the field. The grant requires a 50/50 match in funds. 
PARD will be using Parkland Dedication and Park Development funds to match the grant amount and 
expects to start the project in Fall 2027.  

Grant applications are due on August 3, 2026. The application requests a Letter of Support from the 
community supporting the application submittal as well as receipt of funding if awarded. 

RECOMMENDATION 
Staff recommends approval. 
 
FISCAL INFORMATION 
Chapter 22, Article III of the Code of Ordinances allows for funding for parkland dedication and 
development. Parkland Dedication and Park Development funds are an eligible source for a non-federal 
match. PARD will use $750,000 of the Parkland Dedication and Park Development amount within that 
allowed area as the required cash match. 
 
EXHIBITS 
Exhibit 1- Agenda Information Sheet 
Exhibit 2- Letter of Support Example 

 

City Hall 
215 E. McKinney Street 

Denton, Texas 
www.cityofdenton.com 



 

Exhibit 3- Presentation 
 

 
 
Respectfully submitted: 
Allison Wing 
Interim Director, Parks and Recreation 

 
 
Prepared By: 
Monica Martin 
Park Planning Manager   



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

U N I T I N G P E O P L E O V E R 

P A R K S A N D P L A Y 

 

Denton Parks Foundation 

901 Texas St 

Denton, TX 76209 

www.dentonparksfoundation.com 

 

 
 
 

July 15, 2026 
 
Dan Reece  
Program Manager 
Texas Parks and Wildlife  
Grants Department 
4200 Smith School Road Austin, TX 
78744 

Re: City of Denton TPWD Local Parks Grant 2027 – Roberts Field  

Dear Mr. Reece:  

The Denton Parks Foundation (DPF) proudly supports the efforts of the Denton Parks and Recreation Department 
(DPARD) to enhance Roberts Field and provide updates to a field that has been an asset to the department and 
community. The Parks Department will be working closely with the community to ensure that the improvements 
to the park space meet community needs. Briefly stated, plans for the park include:  

 

• Upgrades to the existing baseball field including new turf, smart irrigation, dugout renovation, new 
bleachers, and shade.  

• Construction of a new trail including changes to improve ADA accessibility 
 

City of Denton residents continually express their desire for excellent park spaces that allow for a myriad of outdoor 
activities. Roberts Field is the most utilized field the Parks and Recreation Department has. These renovations 
would allow the department to reduce water usage and provide longer life for the facility. These updates will also 
bring the park up to ADA standards. 
 
The Denton Parks Foundation continues to invest in, advocate for, and encourage volunteering within our Parks 
system. We wholly endorse the present grant application and the plans staff have in mind for Roberts Field. We 
hope you will help us achieve these goals of enhancing park amenities for our community.  
 
Sincerely,  
 
 
 
Denton Parks Foundation  

 

 N V E S T   

It's our mission to engage the Denton community to enhance the mission 

of the Denton Parks and Recreation Department to unite, grow, and play. 

 N V E S T   

It's our mission to engage the Denton community to enhance the mission 

of the Denton Parks and Recreation Department to unite, grow, and play. 

http://www.dentonparksfoundation.com/


TPWD Grant
ROBERTS FIELD IMPROVEMENTS

Monica Martin
Park Planning Manager

PRB 26-022 August 3, 2026



TPWD Local Park Grant
• Site work (grading and field prep)

• Smart Irrigation

• Artificial Turf

• Trail Expansion/ADA Improvements

• Shade

Roberts Field Improvements
Project Scope

• 50/50 Fund match program,  up to $750,000 to be awarded

• Match funds will come from existing 915/916 fund account

• Application due August 3, 2026

• Grant funds awarded in 2027, if selected

• Project must be completed within 3 years of awarded funds

2 PRB 26-022 August 3, 2026



QUESTIONS?
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