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City of Denton

DENTON Meeting Agenda
Public Art Committee
Thursday, April 3, 2025 4:00 PM City Council Work Session Room

After determining that a quorum is present, the Public Art Committee of the City of Denton, Texas will convene
in a Regular Meeting on Thursday, April 3, 2025, at 4:00 p.m. in the City Council Work Session Room at 215
E. McKinney Street, Denton, Texas, at which the following items will be considered:

1. PRESENTATION FROM MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC

This section of the agenda permits a person to make comments regarding public business on items not listed on
the agenda. This is limited to two speakers per meeting with each speaker allowed a maximum of four (4)
minutes. Such person(s) shall have filed a "Blue Card" requesting to speak during this period prior to the
calling of this agenda item.

2. ITEMS FOR CONSIDERATION
A. PAC25-005  Consider approval of the minutes of February 6, 2025.

Attachments: Exhibit 1- February 6, 2025 Minutes

B. PAC25-006 Receive a report, hold a discussion, and give input to staff regarding the status of the
following Public Art Committee projects:

Current Projects

Traffic Box Wraps

BNSF/Noblewins Bench Installation

Fire Stations #5 and #6

Animal Services Extension

Chairy Orchard 2.0

Blazier Memorial Play Wall

Future Projects

Denton Halloween Performers/Storytellers

TE MmO a0 TR

Denton Placemaking Concepts
Attachments: Exhibit 1- Agenda Information Sheet APRIL 2025

Exhibit 2- Presentation

Exhibit 3- Noblewins Bench Images

3. CONCLUDING ITEMS
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Public Art Committee Meeting Agenda April 3, 2025

A. Under Section 551.042 of the Texas Open Meetings Act, respond to inquiries from the Public Art
Committee or the public with specific factual information or recitation of policy, or accept a proposal to place
the matter on the agenda for an upcoming meeting AND Under Section 551.0415 of the Texas Open
Meetings Act, provide reports about items of community interest regarding which no action will be taken, to
include: expressions of thanks, congratulations, or condolence; information regarding holiday schedules; an
honorary or salutary recognition of a public official, public employee, or other citizen; a reminder about an
upcoming event organized or sponsored by the governing body; information regarding a social, ceremonial, or
community event organized or sponsored by an entity other than the governing body that was attended or is
scheduled to be attended by a member of the governing body or an official or employee of the municipality; or
an announcement involving an imminent threat to the public health and safety of people in the municipality that
has arisen after the posting of the agenda.

NOTE: The Public Art Committee reserves the right to adjourn into a Closed Meeting on any item on its
Open Meeting agenda consistent with Chapter 551 of the Texas Government Code, as amended, or as
otherwise allowed by law.

CERTIFICATE

I certify that the above notice of meeting was posted on the official website
(https://tx-denton.civicplus.com/242/Public-Meetings-Agendas) and bulletin board at City Hall, 215E.
McKinney Street, Denton, Texas, on March 28, 2025, in advance of the 72-hour posting deadline, as
applicable, and in accordance with Chapter 551 of the Texas Government Code.

OFFICE OF THE CITY SECRETARY

NOTE: THE CITY OF DENTON'S DESIGNATED PUBLIC MEETING FACILITIES ARE
ACCESSIBLE IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES ACT. THE CITY
WILL PROVIDE ACCOMMODATION, SUCH AS SIGN LANGUAGE INTERPRETERS FOR THE
HEARING IMPAIRED, IF REQUESTED AT LEAST 48HOURS IN ADVANCE OF THE
SCHEDULED MEETING. PLEASE CALL THE CITY SECRETARY'S OFFICE AT 940-349-8309 OR
USE TELECOMMUNICATIONS DEVICES FOR THE DEAF (TDD) BY CALLING 1-800-RELAY-TX
SO THAT REASONABLE ACCOMMODATION CAN BE ARRANGED.
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File #: PAC25-005, Version: 1

AGENDA CAPTION
Consider approval of the minutes of February 6, 2025.
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City of Denton Parks, Public Art Committee
Minutes
February 6, 2025

After determining that a quorum of the City of Denton, Texas, Public Art Committee was present,
the Committee convened in a Regular Meeting on Thursday, February 6, 2025, at 4:00 p.m. in the
Civic Center Community Room at 321 E. McKinney Street, Denton, Texas.

Present: Vice-Chair Jennifer Lane and Members Adam Chamberlain, Francesca Romano, Jordan
Gil and Travis Veselka.

Absent: Valois Vera, Susan Thornton and Connor Bradford

1. PRESENTATIONS FROM MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC
e None

2. ITEMS FOR CONSIDERATION

A. PAC25-001: Consider approval of the minutes of December 5, 2025.

Member Chamberlain moved to adopt the item as presented; Romano seconded. Motion
carried.

AYES (5): Vice-Chair Lane and Members Chamberlain, Romano, Gil and Veselka
NAYS (0): None
ABSENT (3): Members Vera, Thornton and Bradford

B. PAC25-004: Receive nominations and elect a Chair and Vice-Chair for the Public Art
Committee.

The item was presented, and discussion followed.

Member Romano nominated Vice-Chair Lane as Chair; Member Chamberlain seconded.
Motion carried.

AYES (5): Vice-Chair Lane and Members Chamberlain, Romano, Gil and Veselka
NAYS (0): None
ABSENT (3): Members Vera, Thornton and Bradford

Chair Lane nominated Member Chamberlin as Vice-Chair; Member Romano seconded.
motion carried

AYES (5): Vice-Chair Lane and Members Chamberlain, Romano, Gil and Veselka
NAYS (0): None
ABSENT (3): Members Vera, Thornton and Bradford

C. PAC25-002: Receive a report, hold a discussion, and give input to staff regarding the status of
the following Public Art Committee projects:
1. Current Projects
a. Traffic Box Wraps
b. Chairy Orchard 2.0
c. Fire Stations #5 and #6
d. Animal Services Extension
e. Blazier Memorial Play Wall
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2. Future Projects
a. Temporary Art Possibilities
b. Updated Public Art Policy and Planning

The item was presented, and discussion followed.

Following discussion, staff was provided the following direction:
Committee would like staff to encourage fire and animal services to choose large,

bold, high-impact art designs.

D. PAC25-003: Receive a report, hold a discussion, and give staff direction regarding recent
repairs to the Betty Jane Blazier Memorial Play Wall at Quakertown Park.

The item was presented, and discussion followed.

Following discussion, staff was provided the following direction:
e Consider changing name of the wall.
e Consider surrounding with bushes.
e Get quotes from another sculptor to repair.

3. CONCLUDING ITEMS

e Committee would like staff to look into the possibility of using bond money for upkeep
of that art.
Staff will give Council an update on Denton Halloween on 2/18/25.

With no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 5:09p.m.

JENNIFER LANE ROBIN HILL
CHAIR ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT
CITY OF DENTON, TEXAS

CITY OF DENTON, TEXAS

MINUTES APPROVED ON:
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File #: PAC25-006, Version: 1

AGENDA CAPTION

Receive a report, hold a discussion, and give input to staff regarding the status of the following Public Art
Committee projects:

1.

THE N Ao T

Current Projects

Traffic Box Wraps

BNSF/Noblewins Bench Installation

Fire Stations #5 and #6

Animal Services Extension

Chairy Orchard 2.0

Blazier Memorial Play Wall

Future Projects

Denton Halloween Performers/Storytellers
Denton Placemaking Concepts
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City of Denton .
City Hall

cuy 215 E. McKinney Street
DENTON Denton, Texas

www.cityofdenton.com

AGENDA INFORMATION SHEET

DEPARTMENT: Parks and Recreation

ACM: Christine Taylor
DATE: April 3, 2025
SUBJECT

Receive a report, hold a discussion, and give input to staff regarding the status of the following Public Art
Committee projects:
1) Current Projects
a) Traffic Box Wraps
b) BNSF/Noblewins Bench Installation
c) Fire Stations #5 and #6
d) Animal Services Extension
e) Chairy Orchard 2.0
f) Blazier Memorial Play Wall
2) Future Projects
a) Denton Halloween Performers/Storytellers
b) Denton Placemaking Concepts

BACKGROUND
This item provides information about recent and upcoming arts projects and seeks feedback from the
committee on those projects and plans.

CURRENT PROJECTS

Traffic Box Wraps

Parks and Recreation Staff are seeking public art for 3-4 additional traffic box wraps South of the Denton
Square. Currently, the public submissions received are with a subcommittee of the Public Art Committee
(PAC) for consideration. The submissions will be ranked, according to their consolidated scores and the top
designs will be placed on available boxes.

In addition to these traffic boxes, David Baker with the City’s Marketing and Community is collaborating
with Alec Williams a Denton-based historian and photographer to create a series of traffic box wraps in the
Fry Street Area featuring Williams’ archive of Fry Street photographs from the 1970 and 1980s. This
collaboration will likely cover 2-3 boxes in the Fry Street area by the University of North Texas campus.

BNSF/Noblewins Bench Installation

The City of Denton will soon be installing a bench made from a portion of a retired and repurposed wind
turbine blade. The bench is manufactured by the company Noblewins and features BNSF art related to their
Operation Lifesaver railway safety public education program. The bench will be installed along Hickory
Street next to the Patterson-Appleton Arts Center. Parks and Recreation Staff, BNSF staff, and Noblewins
are working together to organize a ribbon-cutting ceremony. The bench design and artwork were presented



to the PAC at the October 3, 2024, meeting where the committee voted to accept the bench as a donation
from Noblewins, LLC.

Fire Stations #5 and #6

Staff finalized the Call for Artists for each of these fire station public art projects in January and released
the calls on the City’s ionwave procurement website in that same month. The call for artists was also
published on Glasstire, publicartist.org, Codaworkx, on City of Denton social media, and shared with
GDAC and other local and regional art partners and will be sent directly to a list of preferred artists. The
artist call will be open until the end of April.

Fire Station #5 is located near the location of the present fire station at the corner of N. Bonnie Brae Street
and W. Windsor Drive, along the western edge of North Lakes Park. Fire Station #6 will be a new fire
station location at 2301 Hunter’s Creek Road off of Teasley Lane in southern Denton. Funding for both
projects is provided by the 2023 Bond program, with each project receiving just over $250,000.00 in bond-
funded support. The artist calls are asking for projects between $100,000 and $200,000 reserving the
balance for contingencies

Animal Services Center Expansion

Staff in Parks and Recreation have worked with staff at Animal Service to refine a scope and Call for Artists
for proposals providing indoor art for the facility’s lobby. The call will be shared broadly, in a similar
fashion to the Fire Station RFPs, and like those, will be shared directly with a number of artists who have
provided similar public art works in the past.

Similarly, staff are working to finalize an RFP Call for Artists for the Linda McNatt Animal Shelter
expansion project. This RFP, like those for the fire stations, will similarly call for a powerfully iconic work
of landmark placemaking related to the joys of animal companionship and pet ownership. The Call for
Artists will be placed on all the forums where the Fire Station calls were placed, and staff may reach out
directly to additional artists directly to encourage their participation in the Call for Artists. The Animal
Services Center Expansion RFP has been posted, and submissions are being accepted until the end of April.

Chairy Orchard 2.0

As a reminder, Parks and Recreation Staff are currently considering an extended, and large-scale, art
installation that would serve as a Chairy Orchard 2.0. This project will not replicate the irreplaceable
original but instead will seek to provide an expansive series of curated art spaces that are inspired by the
Chairy Orchard and its sense of wonder and whimsy. Parks and Recreation Staff are currently imagining
placing the Chairy Orchard 2.0 in South Denton at the future sites of the Active Adult Center and the South
Branch Library. As staff built lists of specific artists to contact for the Fire Station and Animal Service
Center projects, they were careful to note artists whose work leans toward the whimsical and fantastic and
would make a good fit for the future Chairy Orchard. Staff will continue to build this list in advance of
drafting RFPs and Calls for artist when bond funds are issued for the Active Adult Center and the New
South Branch Library in FY26-27 and FY28-29.

Blazier Memorial Play Wall

Parks and Recreation staff discussed concerns about the Blazier Memorial Wall at the February 2025 PAC
meeting. Currently, staff are in the process of finding an appropriate concrete art/material consultant to
provide a more comprehensive report on the sculpture’s condition. Staff are also considering what steps can
be taken in the interim to discourage park patrons from climbing on the sculpture and risking either injury
to themselves or further degradation of the sculpture’s surface.



FUTURE PROJECTS
Denton Halloween Projects

Graveyard Storytellers

Parks and Recreation staff are in the early stages of site and program planning related to Halloween Denton
2025. Recently, staff spoke with members the Texas Storytelling Association and hope to include
storytellers at the City Hall Graveyard within a program of themed evening storytelling sessions that may
also include costumed actors engaging with graveyard visitors before and after the storytelling
performances. The storytellers were excited about the possibilities at the City Hall graveyard. The
Storytellers had recently spoken to a storyteller/historian from Waco, Texas who did historical
programming at Waco’s graveyard, focusing on the lives of people buried in the graveyard. The Denton
storytelling group was also keen to do a similar program at IOOF if possible.

Placemaking - Witch’s Hat

Parks and Recreation staff are finalizing a Call for Artists / RFP for a Giant Witch’s Hat that will serve as
the placemaking item for Denton Halloween 2025 to be placed downtown. This Witch’s Hat will be similar
in function to the giant jack-o-lantern that served as the iconic for 2024 on the Downtown Denton Square.

RECOMMENDATION
None.

ESTIMATED SCHEDULE OF PROJECT

Employee art installation on Traffic Box Wraps should occur shortly after PAC chooses winning
submissions in February. Additional traffic box wraps will be installed in FY24-25. Planning for the first
slate of Bond-related Public Art projects is currently underway with staff sharing preliminary design
consideration documents with Fire and Animal Services staff. Future bond projects include the Active Adult
Center and the S. Branch Library. Preliminary design discussions for these projects should begin in 2025
and 2026, respectively.

OPERATIONAL IMPACT

Each project will have an anticipated maintenance need. Staff are currently working on determining an
inspection and asset management protocol under the updated Public Art Policy that will allow for
inspections of larger artwork on an annual basis, leading to more accurate estimates of maintenance needs
on a year-to-year basis.

FISCAL INFORMATION

Public Art Bond Issue Timeline
FY23-24 (Animal Center) $317,000
FY 24-25 (Fire Stations #5 and #6)  $506,000
FY 26-27 (Active Adult Center) $930,000
FY 28-29 (S. Branch Library) $969,000

EXHIBITS
Exhibit 1- Agenda Information Sheet
Exhibit 2- Presentation
Exhibit 3- Noblewins Bench Pictures
Respectfully submitted:
Gary Packan, Director Parks and Recreation



Prepared by:
Omar Siddiqi, Admin. Analyst,
Parks and Recreation
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Staff finalized/posted Animal
Services Call for Artists

CfA/RFP was posted to major
public art websites, as well

Call open until the end of May,
may be extended further.
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 Staff are considering signage
and other options to discourage
climbing.

 Staff are considering hiring a

professional concrete
conservator to assess the
sculpture and determine what
might be required to repair or
properly stabilize the sculpture.
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Staff have spoken to Denton Storytelling
Guild regarding storytelling at the City Hall
Graveyard. Staff have considered hiring
actors in costume to engage visitors at the
graveyard before storytelling performances.

Staff are finalizing at RFP/Call for Artists for
an iconic art piece in the form of a giant
witch’s hat. This piece will serve as a selfie
spot and visitors’ attraction in the same way
as the giant jack-o-lantern in 2024.
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