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SETTLEMENT AGREEMENT AND RELEASE OF CLAIMS 

This Settlement Agreement and Release of Claims (this Settlement Agreement , dated 
as of June __, 2025, is made and entered into by and among (i) the City of Denton, a Texas home-
rule City and (ii) Frontier Southwest Inc. and its affiliates

Frontier, together with the City, Party Parties ).

RECITALS 

WHEREAS, on July 25, 1967, the City and General Telephone Company of the Southwest 
( Verizon, n/k/a Frontier Southwest Inc.) entered into that certain Joint-Use Contract 1967
Agreement , which provided for the joint use of certain utility poles owned by the City 

Poles with respect to certain telecommunications equipment and network nodes (the 
Attachments ; and

WHEREAS, in 2016, Verizon Transaction
1967 Agreement;

and

WHEREAS, from time to time, Frontier, or its predecessors installed telephone and/or 
telecommunication cables on the Poles, obligating Frontier, or its predecessors, to pay the City 
certain pole attachment fees under the terms of the 1967 Agreement Pole Attachment Fees
and

WHEREAS, the City asserts that, at the time of the Verizon Transaction, $977,446.19 of
Pole Attachment Fees were unpaid, as documented by those certain invoices issued to Verizon 
under account number 9000901 Unpaid Verizon Invoices , and that Frontier is liable to the 
City for the Unpaid Verizon Invoices; and 

WHEREAS, the City asserts that, following the Verizon Transaction, the City issued 
certain additional invoices to Frontier under account number 9100152 in the amount of 
$472,049.57 for Pole Attachment Fees covering the period up through December 11, 2024, which 
invoices Unpaid Frontier Invoices

Unpaid Invoices 1; and

WHEREAS, on April 14, 2020 Petition Date , Frontier Communications 
Corporation Debtors Reorganized Debtors
as appropriate) filed petitions for relief under chapter 11 of title 11 of the United States Code (the 
Bankruptcy Code

Bankruptcy Court In re Frontier Communications 
Corporation, et al., Case No. 20- Chapter 11 Cases ; and 

WHEREAS, on or about June 12, 2020, the City filed proofs of claim numbered 1479 and 
Proofs of Claim against the Debtors in the 

1 The Unpaid Invoices are summarized on Schedule I attached hereto.
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amounts of $977,445.95 and $368,055.93, respectively, in connection with certain of the Unpaid 
Invoices; and 

WHEREAS, on August 21, 2020, the Debtors filed their Fifth Amended Plan of 
Reorganization of Frontier Communications Corporation and its Debtor Affiliates Pursuant to 
Chapter 11 of the Bankruptcy Code Plan ,2 

claims asserted in the Proofs of Claim were classified as Class 11 Claims 
and provided that Holders of Class 11 Claims would: (i) be paid in full, in cash, if their claim is 
Allowed; (ii) receive reinstatement of their claim; or (iii) receive other treatment that leaves the 
claim unimpaired; and 

WHEREAS, on August 27, 2020, the Bankruptcy Court entered its Findings of Fact, 
Conclusions of Law, and Order Confirming the Fifth Amended Joint Plan of Reorganization of 
Frontier Communications Corporation and Its Debtor Affiliates Pursuant to Chapter 11 of the 
Bankruptcy Code [Docket No. 1005] Confirmation Order the Plan, and the 
Effective Date of such Plan occurred on April 30, 2021 [Docket No. 1793]; and 

 WHEREAS, the Reorganized Debtors did not object to the Proofs of Claims under the 
terms of the Confirmation Order or the Plan; and 

WHEREAS, the City asserts that, as of the date hereof, Frontier is indebted to the City in 
the aggregate amount of $1,449,495.76 Unpaid 
Invoice Claim  

WHEREAS, the City terminated the 1967 Agreement effective June 2004, but the 1967 
Agreement provides at Article XIX that 
remain in full force and effect with respect to all poles jointly used by the parties at the time of 
such termination  

WHEREAS, notwithstanding the termination of the 1967 Agreement, the Parties have 
continued to use the Poles and Attachments in the ordinary course of business subject to the terms 
of those certain yearly invoices issued by the City to Frontier;  

 WHEREAS, as of the date hereof, the Parties maintain an ongoing business relationship 
and seek to resolve the Unpaid 

Invoice Claim and enter into a new license agreement; and 

WHEREAS, as of the date hereof, the City and Frontier have negotiated a new pole 
attachment license agreement, the form of which is attached hereto as Attachment 1, which 
supersedes the 1967 Agreement in its entirety New License Agreement the 
terms and rates to be charged to Frontier for use of the Poles; and 

WHEREAS, -length negotiations among the 
Parties, the Parties have determined that it is in their respective best interests to avoid the cost, 
expense, and uncertainty of protracted litigation and have determined it to be in 

 
2 Unless otherwise indicated, capitalized terms used but not defined herein shall have the meanings ascribed to them 
in the Plan. 
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interest to resolve such disputes related to the Unpaid Invoice Claim among them on the terms set 
forth herein. 

 NOW THEREFORE, the Parties, intending to be legally bound and for good and valuable 
consideration, the receipt of which is hereby acknowledged, agree as follows:  

1. Recitals. The Recitals to this Settlement Agreement are incorporated into and made a 
substantive part hereof. 

2. Consideration. In consideration of this Settlement Agreement and the releases set forth 
herein, within thirty (30) days after all Parties have executed this Settlement Agreement 
and the New License Agreement, Frontier shall pay to the City the amount of $931,459.74 

Settlement Payment  

3. Effective Date. This effective date of this Settlement Agreement shall be on the date on 
which (i) each of the Parties has executed the Settlement Agreement and the New License 
Agreement and (ii) the City has received the Settlement Payment Effective Date . 

 
Agreement are conditions precedent to the effectiveness of this Settlement Agreement.  

4. Representations and Warranties. 

a. The City represents and warrants that it has the authority and has secured the 
government or other organizational approvals necessary to enter into and be bound by 
this Settlement Agreement, and to represent that the terms of this Settlement 
Agreement do not conflict with any other agreements. The individuals signing on 
behalf of the City are each over the age of 21 and are in all respects competent to enter 
into and be bound by this Settlement Agreement, and to represent that the terms of 
this Settlement Agreement do not conflict with any other agreements. 

b. Frontier represents and warrants that it has the authority and has secured the corporate 
or other organizational approvals necessary to enter into and be bound by this 
Settlement Agreement, and to represent that the terms of this Settlement Agreement 
do not conflict with any other agreements. The individual signing on behalf of Frontier 
is over the age of 21 and is in all respects competent to enter into and be bound by this 
Settlement Agreement, and to represent that the terms of this Settlement Agreement 
do not conflict with any other agreements. 

c. Each Party represents to the other that this Settlement Agreement constitutes the legal, 
valid and binding obligation of each Party and is enforceable in accordance with its 
terms. 

d. Each Party represents to the other that, except as otherwise set forth herein, no order, 
consent, approval or authorization of, or registration, declaration or filing with, any 
government or regulatory authority or any other person or entity (other than any of the 
foregoing which have been obtained and, at the date in question, are then in effect) is 
required under existing laws or any other agreement as a condition to the execution, 
delivery or performance of any Party under the terms of this Settlement Agreement. 
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e. Each Party represents to the other that each Party is a sophisticated entity or person 
and has made, independently and without reliance on any other Party, its own 
analysis of the transactions required of it under this Settlement Agreement. In 
entering into and executing this Settlement Agreement, no Party is relying in any 
respect on any statement or representation made by any other Party, and no promise 
or representation of any kind has been made to such Party separate and apart from 
what is expressly contained in this Settlement Agreement. Each Party has received 
all documents and information it has deemed necessary for such purpose, and it 
shall continue to make its own decisions with respect to the transactions required 
of it under this Settlement Agreement, without reliance on any other Party. 

f. Each Party represents to the other that, before entering into and executing this 
Settlement Agreement, each Party has been fully informed of the terms, contents, 
conditions and effects set forth herein, and each Party has had a full and complete 
opportunity to discuss this Settlement Agreement with its attorney or attorneys. 

g. Each Party represents to the other that the execution, delivery, and performance of this 
Settlement Agreement does not violate any provision of law, rule or regulation 
applicable to it or any of its affiliates or its certificate of incorporation, bylaws or other 
organizational documents or those of any of its affiliates. 

5. Cooperation; Reasonable Efforts. The Parties shall cooperate fully and execute all 
supplementary documents and take all additional actions that may be necessary or 
appropriate to give full force and effect to the terms and intent of this Settlement 
Agreement, including but not limited to the New License Agreement. The Parties shall 
make every reasonable effort to comply with the terms and deadlines set forth in this 
Settlement Agreement.  

6. Mutual Release of Claims. Upon the Effective Date, the Parties and their affiliated 
companies, debtors or reorganized debtors, as applicable, and each and all of their 
respective past, present and future agents, heirs, executors, administrators, conservators, 
predecessors, successors, assigns, representatives, officers, members, shareholders, 
directors, professionals and affiliates (all such releasing persons and entities, collectively, 

Releasing Parties hereby fully, unconditionally and irrevocably release, 
relieve, waive, relinquish, remise, acquit and forever discharge each other and 
respective past, present and future agents, heirs, executors, administrators, conservators, 
predecessors, successors, assigns, representatives, officers, members, shareholders, 
directors, and professionals (all such released persons and entities collectively, the 
Released Parties

claims, cross-claims, counterclaims, third-party claims, demands, liabilities, obligations, 
debts, liens, damages, losses, costs, expenses, controversies, actions, rights, suits, 
assessments, penalties, charges, indemnities, guaranties, promises, commitments, or causes 
of action of whatsoever nature, whether based in contract, tort, statutory law, or otherwise, 
whether in law or equity, whether direct or indirect, known or unknown, asserted or 
unasserted, foreseen or unforeseen, fixed or contingent, that any Releasing Party, 
individually or collectively, may have or may have against any Released Party, individually 
or collectively, since the beginning of time through and including the Effective Date, based 
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on or arising out of or related to the Pole Attachment Fees, Unpaid Invoices, and the 1967 
Agreement Mutual Release . For the avoidance of doubt, the Mutual 
Release provided in this Section 6 shall extend only to the Released Parties and only with 
respect to the Unpaid Invoices, the Pole Attachment Fees, and the 1967 Agreement, and 
the Mutual Release shall not relieve any Party of its ongoing obligations, if any, under any 
other agreement, including without limitation, the New License Agreement. All rights are 
reserved with respect to persons or entities who are not Released Parties as defined herein. 
The Releasing Parties covenant not to sue the Released Parties for any matter released 
herein; provided, however, that nothing contained in this Release constitutes, or is deemed 
to constitute, a release, discharge, or impairment of respective rights to enforce 
this Settlement Agreement, all of which are expressly reserved. 

7. No Indemnity. 
and hold harmless any third party is governed by Article XI, Section 7 of the Texas 
Constitution. Nothing in this Settlement Agreement requires indemnification by the City 
and any argument that any provision of this Settlement Agreement requires indemnification 
by the City is invalid ab initio. Nothing in this Settlement Agreement requires that the City 
incur debt, assess or collect funds, or create a sinking fund. 

8. New License Agreement. Frontier and the City shall endeavor to promptly enter into the 
New License Agreement in connection with this Settlement Agreement; provided that such 
New License Agreement shall be based upon a per-pole rate approved by the City Council 
of Denton, Texas, and in compliance with Chapter 284 of the Texas Local Government 
Code and applicable federal regulations. 

9. Miscellaneous. 

a. Entire Agreement. No promise, inducement, commitment, or other agreement not 
expressly set forth herein has been made with respect to this Settlement Agreement 
or the subject matter hereof. This Settlement Agreement contains the entire 
agreement by and among the Parties with respect to all matters related hereto. All 
prior agreements and understandings, oral agreements, and writings regarding the 
matters set forth herein (if any) are expressly superseded hereby and are of no 
further force or effect. 

b. Amendments. This Settlement Agreement may not be altered, amended, or 
modified in any respect except by a writing duly executed by all of the Parties.  

c. Binding Effect; Third Parties. This Settlement Agreement shall be binding on 
and inure to the benefit of each Party and its successors. There is no third-party 
beneficiary of this Settlement Agreement.  

d. No Admission of Wrongdoing. In entering into this Settlement Agreement, no 
Party is admitting any fault or liability of any kind whatsoever to each other or to 
any third party, all of which are expressly denied. Nothing in this Settlement 
Agreement is or shall be construed to be an admission of liability or wrongdoing 
by any Party.  
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e. Defense. Subject to the occurrence of the Effective Date pursuant to Section 3 
hereof, this Settlement Agreement may be pleaded as a full and complete defense 
in any subsequent action or other proceeding concerning any and all of the claims, 
counterclaims, causes of action, assertions, issues, defenses, or other matters 
released and discharged by this Settlement Agreement, except for claims arising 
directly from this Settlement Agreement.  

f. Venue and Jurisdiction. The Bankruptcy Court shall retain jurisdiction and venue 
over the subject matter of this Settlement Agreement and the Parties for the duration 
of the performance of the terms and provisions of this Settlement Agreement for 
the purpose of enabling any of the Parties to apply to the Bankruptcy Court at any 
time for such further order, direction, and relief as may be necessary or appropriate 
for the construction or interpretation of this Settlement Agreement or to effectuate 
or enforce compliance with its terms. 

g. Applicable Law. This Settlement Agreement shall be governed, interpreted, 
construed, and enforced in accordance with the laws of the state of Texas.  

h. Assignability. Neither Party may assign this Settlement Agreement without the 
prior written consent of each Party.  

i. Counterparts. This Settlement Agreement may be executed in any number of 
counterparts, each of which shall be deemed an original, but all of which taken 
together shall constitute one and the same instrument. Signature pages emailed in a 
portable document format (.PDF) shall be acceptable and deemed binding on all 
Parties hereto as if they were originals. 

[Remainder intentionally left blank; signature pages follow.] 
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IN WITNESS HEREOF, the undersigned have executed, or caused their duly authorized 
officers to execute, as applicable, this Agreement on the day and year first above written.  
 
 
AGREED TO BY: 
 
THE CITY OF DENTON, a Texas  
Home-Rule Municipal Corporation  
 
 
 
       
Sara Hensley, City Manager 

THIS AGREEMENT HAS BEEN BOTH 
REVIEWED AND APPROVED AS TO ALL 
TERMS 
 
 
       
Antonio Puente, General Manager 
Denton Municipal Electric 
 
 
Date Signed:      

 
ATTEST:  
 
 
      
Lauren Thoden, City Secretary 
  

 
APPROVED AS TO LEGAL FORM: 
 
 
      
Mack Reinwand, City Attorney 
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AGREED TO BY:

FRONTIER SOUTHWEST INC.,
On behalf of itself and its affiliates

By: 

Name:

Title:

Kevin Saville

Senior Vice President, General Counsel
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