
2023 Stoke Highlights

FlintConf - We hosted our 5th annual conference for entrepreneurs and creatives in May. We had 100 people in attendance for a
day long event featuring inspiring speakers, panel discussions, subject mater experts, and networking. There was also a Big
Ideas session, where anyone in the audience has the opportunity to stand up and share an idea that they have or are working on.
Attendees included local creatives and entrepreneurs from the Denton area, including a group of students studying commercial
photography from Denton ISD LaGrone Academy. You can see all of the videos from the day HERE. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DUFiwtmC1mo&list=PLUk5MgU-jIcnYSWrOwlivXGrdsxRJFPS9


Coffee + Convos - We hosted a virtual group mentor session January - November. These are hosted by Stoke and rotating
mentors who have expertise in a range of topics like marketing, finance, strategic planning, business development, and more.
Coffee + Convos provided mentorship to over 60 entrepreneurs through this program. 

AccelerateHER - In February 2023, we wrapped our third cohort of AccelerateHER. The next round of applications opened in
the summer and in September. The eight female founders in the fourth cohort received education, mentoring, peer-to-peer
learning, resources, and tools to grow their business. They also received membership at Stoke for the duration of the
program and visibility on our platforms through our blog and social media posts showcasing them and their businesses. 



Denton Pitch Competition + Entrepreneur Expo - Our second time doing
this program and the first time it was in front of an audience and with
the Expo component. We had 125 tickets claimed for the event and a
room full of supporters for the 10 entrepreneurs pitching. Our panel of
judges included an SBDC advisory, DMSA president, TWU professor,
Miss Denton, and a successful Startup Founder. The winners were
Speak Easy Speech Therapy, Triptych Coffee Co, and Goldenroot
Gingerbeer. You can watch highlight videos HERE. 

Global Entrepreneurship Week - This year's GEW
included all these events listed below and a virtual
Startup Crawl. We had over 200 people in attendance
at our events throughout the week.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MFKtnhD9trg&list=PLUk5MgU-jIclQmbFanYMxYs5D5Uc--S75
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