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Ethics Ordinance Overview & Amendment Process
• The Ethics Ordinance provides:

• Ethical guidelines and rules for 
certain City Officials; and

• A mechanism (i.e., the Board of 
Ethics) for holding these City 
Officials accountable to those rules.

• Amendments to the Ethics 
Ordinance can be proposed by the 
Board of Ethics or the City 
Council but must be adopted by 
Council.
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City Council

• Mayor & Council Members

Boards & Commissions

• Board of Ethics Members

• Planning & Zoning Commissioners

• Board of Adjustment Members

• Historic Landmark Commissioners

• Public Utilities Board Members

Department Heads

• City Manager

• City Attorney

• Municipal Judge

• City Auditor

Covered City Officials
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Discussion Today
• The Board of Ethics unanimously recommended (6-0) adopting the 

following proposed amendments:

1. Restructure Ethics Ordinance Sec. 2-273(a) Conflicts of Interest; and

2. Amend Sec. 2-281(c)(4) to clarify the evidentiary standard of review for 
Board of Ethics Hearings.

• For each proposal, Council can:

• Give direction to adopt the amendment as recommended;

• Give direction to adopt the amendment with changes; 

• Provide relevant direction to the Board of Ethics; or

• Reject the amendment.
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Proposal 1: Restructure Conflicts of Interest
• Conflicts of interest are normal and, themselves, not unethical.

• Section is intended to provide the public with assurance that a City 
Official’s personal life isn’t inappropriately influencing their official duties 
not to limit a City Official’s personal life.

• Ethics Ordinance Conflict of Interest prohibitions general: (1) define 
when a conflict of interest arises and (2) require recusal and 
disclosure when this occurs.
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Proposal 1: Restructure Conflicts of Interest
1. Expands when Conflicts of Interest arise:
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Elements Current Proposed

Who A City Official A City Official

When Knowingly deliberated regarding a: Knowingly participated in Deliberations involving a:

What Conflicting Interest:

a. A Pending Matter:

a. An application seeking approval of a permit or 

other authorization

b. A proposal to enter into a contract/arrangement with 

the City for goods/services/real property/other 

things of value; or

c. A case involving the City.

b. A stake, share, equitable interest, or involvement in 

certain relationships.

Conflict of Interest:

a. Know, or should know that;

b. Acting or failing to act in their official capacity;

c. Is likely to impact the personal/financial interests of 

certain relationships;

d. In a way not shared with a substantial segment of the 

City’s population.

Deliberations include:

1. Discussions at the dais;

2. Voting as a Member of a Board/Commission; 

3. Presentations as an audience member before any City Board/Commission;

4. Conversing/corresponding with other City Officials or Staff.



Proposal 1: Restructure Conflicts of Interest
2. Clarifies disclosure timelines:
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Proposal 1: Restructure Conflicts of Interest
3. Adjusts the relationships that create a Conflict of Interest:
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Current Ordinance: Proposed Amendment:



Proposal 1: Restructure Conflicts of Interest
3. Adjusts the relationships that create a Conflict of Interest:
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Proposal 1: Restructure Conflicts of Interest
3. Adjusts the relationships that create a Conflict of Interest:

9ID 25-300



ID 25-300

Proposal 2: Clarify the Evidentiary Standard
• Proposal to clarify the evidentiary standard of review for Board of 

Ethics Hearings.
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Questions?
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