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Master Plan
Committee on Pers ons  with Dis abilities
April 11, 2024

FOR  A LL!

04/11/2024               CPD24-014 1



Agenda
1) P rojec t Team

2) P rojec t Information & Goals

3) S ite Analys is

4) About Lily Cantú & Theme

5) E ngagement & P rojec t Timeline

6 ) Q/A
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M eet Our Project Team

Denton C ounty  M H M R , U N T, TWU , Denton IS D, L ewisville IS D, L ake Dallas  
DIS D, C ook’s  C hildren, Texas  H ealth, U nited Way , Denton P ark & 
B eautif ication B oard M ember, Denton C ommittee on P ersons with 
Disabilit ies  B oard member, Occupational & R ecreation Therapists

Foc us  Group

P rojec t C onsultant 
in c onsultation with 

S TAR  Institute for  S ensory  P roc ess ing

P arks & R ec reation S taff

L ibrada “ L ily  C antú Immediate Family  (S iblings)
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INC LUS IV E M EA NS  EV ER Y ONE

A UNIVERSALLY DESIGNED, S ENSORY-RICH ENVIRONMENT THAT ENABLES

ALL CHILDREN TO DEVELOP PHYSICALLY, SOCIALLY, AND EMOTIONALLY IN

THE SAME SPACE.

What is  an Inclus ive Playground?

By law, all playgrounds must be ADA compliant, but they are all not necessarily Inclusive. An Inclusive playground takes into account

physical, intellectual, and sensory disabilities.

1in  6 children have one or more developmental dis abilities  (CDC)

1in  4 adults  live with a dis ability (CDC)

92% of dis abilities  are not vis ible (CDC)
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Community Engagement
J anuary 2022 Parks , Recreation, and Trails  Sys tem Mas ter Plan 

October 2022 Parks  received funding to hire des ign cons ultant

Spring 2023 Des ign Cons ultant hired

November 2023 Bond Program Propos ition C Pas s ed
Issued 3.45M towards construction of Project
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Project Goals

1. Design for a wide range of ages and abilities allowing all visitors to participate in play

2. Incorporate sensory-rich play elements while remaining mindful of potentially overstimulating stimuli

3. Provide close proximity to comforts and conveniences (i.e. shade, bathrooms, drinking fountains)

4. Provide sufficient accessible parking and pathway circulation

5. Engage local resources to inform playground design decisions 

6. Design with project phasing in mind

7. Craft a plan for adequate site maintenance and staffing

FOR  A LL!
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About L ibrada “ L ily ”  R ose C antú

• The renaming of the playground was adopted by 
City Council in 2022

“Lily always walked with bravery, kindness, and love”- Mari Cantú

In S ummer 20 23, Mesa Design and P arks  and R ec reation met with the family  to learn more about her story  and ways  to 

honor her legac y on the playground.

In Winter 20 24, based on feedbac k rec eived, Mesa Design & P arks  and R ec reation met with the family  to introduc e 

c onc eptual illustrations  and feedbac k on a des ign. Ultimately , the family  supported and felt  the following theme 

represented Lily  the best.

• Lily  grew up in Denton, and spent muc h time out at 
the North Lakes  P layground with her family

• Lily  grew a pass ion for  helping kids  from all 
bac kgrounds , whic h led her to volunteer at a home 
for medic ally  f ragile c hildren in P eru

• Lily ’s  family  remembers  her as  someone with 
humility , open mind, and always  willing to help
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PROPOSED THEME APPROVED 
B Y CANTÚ FAMILY 
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Project Timeline & Next Steps

Public Engagement
Spring - Summer 2024

Seek Final Adoption
Fall 2024

Start Construction 
Documentation

Fall 2024

Bid Project & Start 
Construction

Spring/Summer 2025

Grand Opening
Summer 2026

S ubjec t to c hange pending weather , or  any  other  related design or  c onstruc tion delay s
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M arc h 28 – V irtual C ommunity  M eeting

April 1 – P ark B oard M eeting

April 11 – C ommittee on P ersons w/ Disabilit ies

M ay  ?  – C ounc il S ess ion

Attend E vents  & Issue S urvey



YOUR 
Opinion
Matters

YOUR 
INPUT IS

NEEDED
Please take our survey: 

www.surveymonkey .com/r/DentonInclus iveP layground

Follow this  project on Discuss  Denton:
www.discussdenton.com/lily -cantu-inclus ive-playground-master-plan

FOR  A LL!HELP US BRING
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http://www.surveymonkey.com/r/DentonInclusivePlayground
https://www.discussdenton.com/lily-cantu-inclusive-playground-master-plan


FOR  A LL!

For Your Time!

Thank You!

Ques tions ?
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